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an arrangement by which we can send this fine magazine
and the Ravînw for $-2.50. Donfot miss thia opportunrity
but send tu us at one tbis arniunt and secure both for
one year.

TIIa Canadian iMmairna for 1899, publislied by the
Copp, Clark Company, Toronto, &t the low rate of "5
cents, is such a valuable compendium of information
that no one should lie without it. It lia8 been pub-
lishied continuously for over haIt a century, and has
grown fromn a pamphlet of 100 pages to a handsome
book of 376 pages, well illustrating the growth and
prosperity of Canada. Âmong the contents of the book
which are especially valuable are: the Custonis Tarifl,
Post Office Guide, and] Directories of various persons
and oflicials, ail of which are brouglit up to date, while
the articles on the- Britishi Army and Navy, and Forms
of Goverrnment througlieut the world are interesting and
reliable. A feature thait appeals particularly te ail who
are initerested in the, current hisýtory of the woi Id is the
RIi.mtrical Diary, which is carefully pi epared each year,
and givem an excellent resume of the year's laistor-y.

Educatlon In P. E,. Island.

There is not a province iii the Dominion wbere edu-
cs.tional questions are discusqed with more zeal, perbaps
onie mlght .ay asperity, than in Prince Edward Island,
One cani scarcely take up a paper without finding soins
anonymious correspondent Iaboring to prove that tee
mucli xnney i8 spent ou education, thiat tiie teachiers
are incompetent a. a ciags, and that their enly aim is
to pocket their salaries, * and grumblie because, the whoie
ievenue cannot b. appropriated te school.s. Aniid this
growi of disconitent one can occasionally bear a more
reasonable voice ceuriseliing moderation and justice to
biard working teachers, but this voie s rarer.

A subject ot keien debaite for some tir.. past lias been
the cutting off by the governiment of suppleinentary
granits forimerly given tu teachers on condition that a
like ameunit sbould b. raised by tlîe district. 'rhe
minimum grant for this purpose was ten dollars, the
maximum twenty-five dollars. This b.ad been in force
sine the passage of tii. free school &et, but the. govern-
nment iii repealing the. muppiemnentary clause last winter
held that tiie provincial revenues could no longer stand
tii. strain, and that outalde the. larger centres of popu-
lation, districts whicli sliould avail themnselvea of the
bonus were not taking advantage of it. At tiie recent
meeting of the Te-ahers' Association at Charlottetiown,
nMutterings of disclonts.nt were heard on ail sidea at the
action of the. government, and at the. final session of the

association the gage of battue was th.rown down in a
resolution strongly condemrning the government for its
course. The premier ot the province, wvith another
member of the governirent, was on hand te support the
stand taken;- and thougi lie lxlldly stood bis grounid,
and pointed eut that retrencliment must b. adopt.d
somewher., tho teachers were in no mood to have
retrenchment practised on themselvAs, and carried tiie
resolution by an alniost unanimnousvote.

And yet the government of Prince Edward Island is
a paternal governmnent, so far as 8chools are concerned,
fer it grants yeariy about two-thirda of its revenue te
their support. One learns with some surprise that one-
hait the schools are supported solely by the amount of
gevernment money paid to the teacher. The inhabit-
ants of a district mnay build a schoolhouse and furniali
it, and then, if they cari induce a teacher te assume
charge of it for the governim.nt grant, their >direct
contribution te education ceases, except in supplying
fuel during the winter season. Oue objection to local
asse8sment frequently heard is that thre inhabitanta are
te, pour, but one looks in vain for evidences of this as
lie journeys through the country. On ail aides well-
tilled acres, comtortabl. bouses and barns meet the
view. Tii. fault of tiie governni.nt ia that it is toc,
paternal. In net piacing the responsibilit-y of school
maintenance on those wbo shouid beat' at least a portion
ef it, there is a lack cf public spirit, and little or ne
interest in tee many communities in educational mnattene.
Tii. resuit is seen in poor aclicols and scantily remuner-
ated teacliers. Districts net responsible for the pay-
ment of teacliers are allowed te maintain schools with
a surprisingly low attendance of pupils, that would net
b. tolerated lu the, adjoining provinces. Consolidation
et sehools in the rural districts ef Prince Edward Island
could b. effected witli a saving, it is believed, in the
money that is iiow spent in keeping up a number of
small and insufficiently equipped schools, and lead te
the. establishment cf excellent sehools throughout tii.
Island like thoe et Charlottetown, Kensington, Sur.-
merside and a few other places where the additional
subjects ot manual training and the principles of agri-
culture could b. tauglit. These subjects have long been
called for by those niost conversant witb the. educational
needs of the. Island. Witli its comparatively dense
population, the generally level country, and fairly geed
roada, the. carniage cf pupils te a. central school wou!d
ii, 1ý a ma.t.e.r tf urpnt. diffiiiltv in mtigt q.<Ptinn. tif


