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26th June, “The Spoils”; the 2 “ ils’
e , 7th, “The Spoils”; the 3oth
I“hLeJSpods”, and the sth July, “Worse and Worse”\:5 :
; e Pays” renewed its attacks on the first occasion. Its
1ss:}II:e of t¢he 28th June contained an article entitled:

ira of scandals, — Incompetency of Dr. Lachapelle
and of his colleagues at the City Hall. — Swindling ope-
rations carried on under the auspices of the Board of
Commissioners. — A corrupt administration. — A screen.
— Responsibilities, — Sweep.”

And in a second article, under the heading:

“Hold an investigation and you will know who benefits
by the organized graft at the City Hall. — Names and
questions, — The diversion of Sherbrooke street. — The
part played by Mr, L. E. Geoffrion.”

.“Le Pays” most engrgetically denounced the corrup-
tion and scandals which (according to this newspaper)
prevaile] at the City Hall,

In the latter article, the newspaper gave a brief report
of the meeting held on the 23rd June and depicted Ald.
L. A. Lapointe as follows:

“Shaking his fist at the Commissioners, Ald L. A, La-
pointe « ied out: “Your system of purchase of properties

is rotten!”
And the writer of the article continued as follows:

“Ald, Lariviere added:

“An organized gang was said to exist under the old
regime; but is there an “old gang” (to use Mr. Wanklyn’s
terms) which can be compared with that of to-day.”

And on page 3 of the same issue, under the heading
“rotten system”, the following quotation appeared:

“We have seen what you have not seen. The agents
sell the City and the system which has existed at the City
Hall for the past year is a rotten system.”

(Ald. L. A, Lapointe to Commissioner Lachapelle.)

Such was the respective situation of both bodies,
Aldermen on one side and the Commissioners on
other, on the sth July.

On that date, the Commissioners signed the report an-
nexed to the petition and submitted the same to the
Council on the 7th. This report first states that the char-
ges made against the Commissioners at the last meeting
of Council are so serious that they cannot remain uf-
answered, And the Commissioners set forth all the facts
which had come to their knowledge in connection with
this Ahuntsic matter and concluded as follows: :

“YWe trust that the explanations and the information
which we have just given you will convince you that the
charges made against us are unfounded. 7

“\We can no longer leave unnoticed charges which a
calculated to lead the public to believe that we are dis-

honest men, : !

«“\We are convinced that these chatges will be with-
drawn, But if the Council is not satisfied, it is its duty. to
ask that a judicial investigation be held, and we are pre-
pared to immediately recommend that the appropriations

required for such investigation be voted.
“We are, moreover, willing to recommend that the ne-
cessary appropriations be voted in order that an inves-
tigation may be held concerning the other purchases 0
properties which have been made during t’he past three
years, if your Council deems 1t advisable. :

This report was accompanied by letters and affidavits
giving all the details of the Ahuntsic transaction.

The Council was not satisfied with the _exp]qnatlon.s
given by the (ljommissionell‘s,'since, after discussion, it
adopted the following reso ution:
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