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HAZING.

7'o the* Bdilars af TrmE VARSITY.

SxorSî ar , lad ta notice Mr. Steen's letter about bazing in
or sauSe of 3r inst. I trust you may find rorn for wbat I bave

Ma *ay It is amast important question, and anc an wbich cacb

TI0~st take one sidc or the other, whether canscionsly or nt
:very exis ence of the practice is go ng ino the moral constitti-tidt f very undergraduate, so that it behoves ail of us ta con-
er .~ arc . No candid rnan can afford ta disrniss it wtha

gvr 0 'n it is for the purpnse of causing others ta think the malter
)vr bonestly, seriously, and keeping ail the consequences in view,

-ha 1 ask a Portion of your space.

1tl Conceive that liasing is stihi in vogue, nat becatise any man of
"'htened (anrsrience believes in il, but rather because the ma-

Orî f aur fair-rnindéd fellows are indifférent. It is left for a fcw
el(dthrt individuals ta officiate, wbiie the thoughthess multi-

oif tappaudS. No hope is enîertained of canvincing of the errar
fyin elr Wa s those wbo seize upan the practice as a means of grati-

th*teir animal natures ; nor for a tine, those imbecile no-
a 0h bei in possession of intellects naturally weak, and
rped byearly îeglect, are unable ta sec tbat anrytbhng is cither
ru it) «r Wr unless perchance cverybody sbould be continually

itýbfls Ifnto their cars. Tbey denaunce highway robbery,
haIibls but clcariy they are not very sure why, far tbey defend

eolv t themn.piactice is everything, Principle nothing)

Oft5heebers af an baur. If ane were ta caîl the nebuhar nations
ab sc tîfits convictions, he wauld be guilty of a deificatian of an
thaî raction cahculaîed ta icake an ante-Homcric theologian imagine

Ias hfdor rotîeii bis art. Our appeai is made ta the great
of rmtanî uiprigbiress refcrred ta above.
an D'n as a riglît ta in/er/ere wilh /he j6esanal li'ber/y ai

hi, dutOheI iess liefind hzrni breatkz*,g t/te law af the land, and then
thifik y 's ta briný< hln befae th t/t hibtnals af t/te land. This, I

110y n white nian f xcept a hazer, and pcrbaps a Russian, will
les and aithougb tbe hazers deny the principle tbey neverthe-

tan scratch their puzzlt'd beads and plead cxtenuatiag circumn-
IMC F or the satisfaction of those wbo consider the latter
.r'tant I wilh discuss them, at least partially.

hr< Sae trehia is cbeeky forsooth and it is for the freshman's
<iPy whae e lzing is douc What unrecansdpia
irsî behaete 1" Foul mnany a flower,"' etc.
tef ail do not believe thc fresbrnan is cheeky, unless

Supps en t, ta wbich hie is often goaded by the inîsolence of bis
iay t SPrors, can be so called. And who but a bazer will

ei~ t su peeierit is îot righteous ? 1 also maintairi thaI
he fran as a rigbî ta be cheeky if bie is foolisb enougb, that

o ake bis chances among bis fellows as bie would in the
wil, , ýfd that, if such exist, soon sceing tbe folly of bis cours.e hie
trIa qtlYti altit

achero ndr t At any rate, if is nat for any orgaaized,
unus h usan tyrannous hrutality ta interfère with him. Il is

el !igbtha nature of things, and notbing gaiis hike injustice. As
Muf vigilance caroittte fromnth SaîvationAîybd
cuun ihband and foot and carîy him ta cburcb as tise taking

littl, Ite 0f the ha-sers summnon a frcsbman ta appear before bis
(the1 h ajesty,5 court. Tlie intention of the soldiers migbt be good
e1 a ~Z' 1certainîy is flot) and, speaking impersonaliy, il wouid

lusti goOd meiiehoioi h ostirta
fie 9~~îîn f&r te Muîfti ta go ta church, but wauld hie be

let LIS neans ? I trow flot.
advy Che' U suppose the case of an abnornsaiiy and unquestion-

~art eky f, eshlman. To ail appearances il would be ta bis
ýage ta haze hia ; bis impudence will huit birn iii the world.

P itic. a aChorus aský, "l wha t about lt/r ?') Simply this : The
t nun ciated at the oultset stili hoids, that nobody bas a

[noe 0 tuch hiîn, and any whio do 50 excecd their autbority. But
YýiVethehetlnis ple.uded, and, for thse sake of argumieint, let us

ftef rs credit for tIse best of motives. The :onltemplationl
Py ýebapsauîs erior ought ta rcmind them of their own tallibil-

ng iu assums they aie Lakîng the wrong way wvdh lim. Stihi keep-
Udhîh. 2'TPtion in view, perhaps tbey misjudge hi"' entirehy,

e,%parab~lg 0 f a finer nature than they imagine, may be donc
1 r b eît "juury. If be is reaiiy as had as bie appeairs he svil
rt, .e in ir*ne, and the lesson wili leave fia bitterisess in bis

hqlybOP to discus, ibis question more fuily and systemiati-
ltuhr eI: t~and space forbid. There is rnuch mare ta be said,

u liarîJ5  aYi nth entma this is a question o
frOt l, giteinterest, wlhat is your awn opinion about if ?

the expression of your views onl otiiet tfatters, sreY

you are flot behind in this. For mysel1~ am anfot at war with any
individual, but fairness makes it impossible to take any ather stand
than one of direct and energetic apposition ta thjs practice. It is
foundcd on brute force, unjust in its nature, degrading in its
influence, conceived in secrecy, burn in treachery, and carried out
in the saine darkness which shelters the burglar's harvest.

.J.FERoUSON,

HAZING: A CRITICISM.

To th~e Editol o'Tiie VARSI 1W.

Siws,-Far the violent diatribes of Mr. Steen last week 1 can
flnd no adequat justification. Mr. Steen seemns ta be posscssed
by a desire ta do away in a breath witb a grand old college
institution that bas stood for centuries.

1 shall endeavour to be brief in pointing aut where your corre-
spondent is wholly mistaken, and in stating a few of the many
reasans wbich make hazing a laudable custom-a valuable and
indispensable factor in the truc culture of hazer and hazed.

There is in every man an indefinable something (a necessary con-
comitant of nianlincss), a yearning whicb book-lcarning cannaI
satisfy, and wbich athletic sports, thougb they may for a firnie luli
it inta peace, can neyer wholly mccl. This feeling, this narneless
longing of the sou], like evcry other capacity and faculty of our
natuie, must be cuitivated if we wouid be truly symmctric speci-
mens of the results of a liberal education. And I have discovered
that this instinct-call it what you wil-is best satisfled and
stimulated by a vigaraus bclabouring of a feilow-student. Now,
wbat fellow-student is better fitted ta serve tbus as a stepping-
stone in my advance -than a Frcsbrnan-and the smalier the
better ?

In the 'I profanity and coarseness "-sa Mr. Steen barsbly desig-
nates the. rougb and ready sarcasm, the pleasant wit, which
accompany bazing-I see only a blessing in disguise. Mr. Steen
may glibly answer that the blessirg is probably in disguise be-
cause it does not wish ta be recognized as present at an initiation
cerernony,, but I scorn al such quibbles. Scriously, we corne ta
college ta hear just sucb language, ta pass tbrough just sucb
experiences. it is proof of a liberal dulture ta be able ta do Sa
without blushing. Hazing, tbat is to say, is of value in knocking
off the sharp edges of scruple and prejudice, ini steeling our boyish
bearts and making men of us. In this cannectjon let me quote
Vinet, wbo, ahle defender of the faitb as hie was, seems ta have
been wboily in favour of biazing. " When," says ie, Il we have ta
recatlI an insolent offender ta lus duty, and ta maintain a menaced
authority, we have not always a choice of language"1

Mr. Steen rashly declarcs-(baving provcd ta my satisfaction the
advantage ta the bazer, I proceed ta the advantage ta the bazed).-
that a Freshmnan is neyer arrested in bis miad career of impudence
(Ilvulgarly cailed cheek ") by bcing subjected ta the indignities of
ibis process. This is plainly fallacious. Have we not knawn
many of tbe nsost offcnsivcly cheeky of the breed sa altered in a
single nigbt, that next morning, and thencefortb, they have been
deemed wortby ta be the bosom friends of their carrectors ? Mr.
Steen shouid be careful.

Reahly, Messrs. Editors, tbere is a deal of canit in cannectian
with tbis matter, of whicb we must rid our minds before we can
jiscuss the question fairlyron its merits. Much ton great a stress
is laid on mere intellectual acquirement. Man is many-sided.
The strain of intense mental effort must at times be relaxed;
thetefore it is that aur best and ablest students are always prami-
nient on such occasions. Surely even Mr. Steen must admit that
thase wba are naw in a majority in the conduct of the bazing are
wvell qualifled ta decide wbat canstitutes truc impudence.

Ino the sufflciency of the charges enurneratcd by Mr. Steen 1
sball not enter. In the hands of the great Mufti-chosen by the
worthicst men in tbe coliege-I arn willing ta leave ail tisat. Dare
Mr. Steen question bis wisdom, bis Justice, above aIl, bis mercy ?
Dare bie suggest that thougb this year bie was lenient, next year bie
may be cantankeraus and barsb If bie dare I answer thus :He
ist ancient ! I sbould reproach myscîf alrnost as rnucb," says
Vinet, "for want of respect ta an aid thing as ta an aid man." The
Mufti, as an institution, is aid ; bie is frarn ahl ages of college bis-
tory ; er4 'a, bie should hast forever ! Curiously, the devil is aIder
than the Mufti. Bui I suppose that even bim Mr. Steen wauld
presume ta abolish.

Verihy, the icanoclast is abraad ! Tbe Mufti insulted, tbreatened I
Truhy, 1 had tbougbt that ten tbousand swords must bave Ieaped
fram their scabbards ta avenge even a look that tbreatened himt
with insult. Bat the age of cbivaîry isgonie. Thatcf calculatars,
ecanomists, namby-pambies and Y. M. C.A. men bas succeeded.

And Y. M. C. A. men neyer counitenance hazing, Never ?

LJrnQUE.


