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HAZING.

7. 2 .
®the Editors of THE VARSITY.

yoﬁﬁs,‘l am glz}d to notice Mr. Steen’s letter about hazing in
to 55 Sue of 3rd inst. I trust you may find room for what I have
man};;1 Itis a most important” question, and one on which each
The , ust take one side or the other, whether consciously or not.
tiog o?ry exis ence of the practice is gong into the moral constitu-
Sidey iteverY undergraduate, so that it behoves all of us to con-
in . carefully. No candid man can afford to dismiss it w'ith a
over’ and it is for the purpose of causing others to think the matter
thay' 7 onestly, seriously, and keeping all the consequences in view,

conens & Portion of your space.
enlig :‘Ce“’e that hazing is still in vogue, not because any man of
jority O;ned conscience believes in it, but rather because the ma-
blood.th-our f{111’-'m'mded fellows are mdl_fferent. 1t is left for a feyv
‘ude 5 llrsty individuals to officiate, while the thoughtless multi-
of theigp auds. No hope is entertained of convincing of the error
fying thwgiys those who seize upon the practice as a means of grati-
things €If animal natures ; nor for a time, those imbecile no-
wal’pea“}; 0 being in possession of intellects naturally weak, and
l'ight or y early neglect, are unable to see that anything ls'elther
Wrong unless perchance everybody should be continually

ry P .
d TMming it into their ears. They denounce highway robbery,

Ou
hazil:ltless, but clearly they are not very sure why, for they defend
Cony, With them practice is everything, principle nothing,

philozg“ﬁnﬂlism counts, but to justice they are strangers, these
OfthCSep erS of an hour. If one were to call the nebular notions
Stract.unlts convictions, he would be guilty of a deification of an
that he 10n calculated to make an ante-Homeric theologian imagine
ass of dad forgotten his art. Our appeal is made to the great
0 5 Ormant uprightness referred to above. )
Anoy erlan has a right to interfere with the personal liberty of
Al duy “nless fe find him breaking the law of the land, aﬂ’d then
thing, 2 2520 bring him before the tribunals of the land. This, 1
de y,'no White man except a hazer, and perhaps a Russian, will
lesg N and although the hazers deny the principle they neverthe-
Stacee 8t¢h their puzzled heads and plead extenuating circum-
or the satisfaction of those who consider the latter
P will discuss them, at least part_iall_y. ,
Owp Sakreshmaﬂ is cheeky forsooth ; and it is for thf: freshrr}ans
thro v ¢ that the hazing is done! What unrecognized philan-
Firsy;we~ha"e here ! “Full many a flower,” etc.
Tese mof all T do not believe the freshman is cheeky, unless
Suppq, €Y, to which he is often goaded by the insolence of his
Say hae Superiors, can be so called. And who but a_hazer will
the l’est Such resentment is not righteous? I also maintain that
be Cap Man has a right to be cheeky if he is foolish enough, that
Worlg - 12Ke his chances among his fellows as he would in tke
il xl?nd that, if such exist, soon seeing the tolly ot his course he
treac erletly alter it. At any rate, it is not for any organized,
Unjygy ;S and tyrasnous brutality to interfere with him. It is
Vel s the nature of things, and nothing galls like injustice. ~As
the ug'ta vigilance committee from the Salvation Army bind
c-(’mtr)ittll hand and foot and carry him to church as the takm‘g
litlg 1% of the hazers summon a freshman to appear before his
ghe hafées,tyls court. The intention of the soldiers might be good
®a go},(;s Certainly is not) and, speaking impersonally, it would
:gt'sﬁed totlslmg fér the Mufti to go to church, but WOL:l]ld h?hbi
eng ... SWallow his own medicine, or would he consider tha
Againjust'ﬁed the means? I trow not. .
3bly cheep! US Suppose the case of an abnormally and unquestion-
Wvang, oY fieshman, To all appearances it would be to his
1 hearge 10 haze him ; his impudence will hurt him in the world.
grlncipleaechor'tls ask, “what about 4im ?” Simply this: The
8ht to to Dunciated at the outset still holds, that nobody hasa
pore X er‘fch him, and any who do so exceed their authority. But
E}Ve th Jation is pleaded, and, for the sake of argument, let us
the fre 32ers credit for the best of motives. The conterplation

i R e
i;}’. erﬁhman’s error ought 1) remind them of their own fallibil-

"npm-t .
T ant |

S 0ur asghs they are takin r way with him.  Still keep-
p aking the wrong way with him. K
iarx:-d he, e ption in view, perhaps they misjudge him entirely,

|eaepar; ‘:Dig of a finer nature than they imagine, may be done
he ™ better Wury. If he is really as had as he appears he will
A, In time, and the lesson will leave no bitterness in his

I ha d
- ’bllthqr:;d to discuss this question more fully and systemati-
Others :land space forbid. There is much more to be said,
T“th y c(,“ay- say it. In the meantime, as this is a question Og
®frony i glate interest, what is your own opinion about 1t :
€ expression of your views on other matters, surely

you are not behind in this. For myself, I am not at war with any
individual, but fairness makes it impossible to take any other stand
than one of direct and energetic opposition to this practice. It s
founded on brute force, unjust in its nrature, degrading in its
influence, conceived in secrecy, born in treachery, and carried ount
in the same darkness which shelters the burglar's harvest.

J. J. FErRGUSON.

HAZING: A CRITICISM.

7o the Editors of THE VARSITY.

Sirs,~For the violent diatribes of Mr. Steen last week I can
find no adequat justification. Mr. Steen seems to be possessed
by a desire to do away ina breath with a grand old college
institution that has stood for centuries.

I shall endeavour to be brief in pointing out where your corre-
spondent is wholly mistaken, and in stating a few of the many
reasons which make hazing a laudable custom-—a valuable and
indispensable factor in the true culture of hazer and hazed.

There is in every man an indefinable something (a necessary con-
comitant of manliness), a yearning which book-learning cannot
satisfy, and which athletic sports, though they may for a time lull
it into peace, can never wholly meet. This feeling, this nameless
longing of the soul, like every other capacity and faculty of our
nature, must be cultivated if we would be truly symmetric speci-
mens of the results of a liberal education. And I have discovered
that this instinct—call it what you will—is best satisfied and
stimulated by a vigorous belabouring of a fellow-student. Now,
what fellow-student is better fitted to serve thus as a stepping-,
stone in my advance than a Freshman—and the smaller the
better ?

In the ¢ profanity and coarseness "—so Mr. Steen harshly desig-
nates the.rough and ready sarcasm, the pleasant wit, which
accompany hazing—I see only a blessing in disguise. Mr. Steen
may glibly answer that the blessing is probably in disguise be-
cause it does not wish to be recognized as present at an initiation
ceremony, but I scorn all such quibbles. Seriously, we come to
college to hear just such language, to pass through just such
experiences, It is propf of a llberal culture to be able to do so
without blushing. Hazing, that is to _say, is of value in knocking
off the sharp edges of scruple and prejudice, in steeling our boyish
hearts and making men ot us. In t.hls connection let me quote
Vinet, whe, able defender of the faith as he was, seems to have
been wholly in favour of hazing. “ When,” says he, “ we have to
recall an insolent offender to his duty, and to maintain a menaced
authority, we have not always a choice of language.”

Mr. Steen rashly declares—(having proved to my satisfaction the
advantage to the hazer, I proceed to the advantage to the hazed)—
that a Freshman is never arrested in his mad career of impudence
(“vulgarly called cheek ”) by being subjected to the indignities of
this process. This is plainly fallacious. Have we not known
many of the most offensively cheeky of the breed so altered in a
single night, that next morning, and thenceforth, they have been
deemed worthy 10 be the bosom friends of their correctors ? Mr.
Steen should be careful. .

Really, Messrs. Editors, there is a deal of cant in connection
with this matter, of which we must rid our minds before we can
discuss the question fairly on its merits. Much too great a stress
is laid on mere intellectual acquirement. Man is many-sided,
The strain of intense mental effort must at times be relaxed ;
therefore it is that our best and ablest students are always promi-
nent on such occasions. Surely even Mr. Steen must admit that
those who are now in a majority in the conduct of the hazing are
well qualified to decide what constitutes true impudence.

Into the sufficiency of the charges enumerated by Mr. Steen |
shall not enter. In the hands of the great Mufti—chosen by the
worthiest men in the college—1 am willing to leave all that. Dare
Mr. Steen question his wisdem, his justice, abovp all, his mercy ?
Dare he suggest that though this year he was lenient, next year he
may be cantankerous and harsh ! If he dare I answer thus : He
is ancient! ‘I should reproach myself almost as much,” says
Vinet, “for want of respect to an old thing as to an old man.” The
Mufti, as an institution, 1S old ; he is from al‘l ages of college his-
tory ; ergo, he should last forever ! Curiously, the devil is older
than the Mufti.1 }113111 I suppose that even him Mr. Steen would

.sume to abolish. .,
pre{;:rily, the iconoclast is abroad ! The Mufti insulted, threatened !
Truly, I had thought that ten thousand swords must have leaped
from their scabbards to avenge even a look that threatened him
with insult. But the age of chivalry is gone. That of calculators,
economists, namby-pambies and Y. M. C A, men has succeeded.

And Y, M, C. A, men never countenance hazing, Never ?

UBIQUE,



