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report of its proceedings in a morning paper,
and mark the contrast. It vas hoped that
the eniargement of the wards and othor
changes made a year or two since would
have improved and elevated the character
of the Council. Penbaps it han done so.
But is there really no possibility of adopting
a more excellent way of trs.nsacting the
business of the City '1 How long betore vo
shall become wise encugh to select a few of
our very best men and pay theni a fair re-
numeration for devoting their time and
braine and energies to the management of
its affaire I

The long-expected criais bas corne in
Gernany, and the Empire in in the throes of
sucb an internai, struggle as it bas rarely
known-certainly has nover known under
sirnular circumetances. To an observer in
another hemisphere it is, at firet thought,
difficuit to see on what the Emperor and
bis Chancellor base their hopes of obtaining
froml the suffrages of the people better
terme than they were able te obsain from
the representatives in the Reichstag. The
outward signe do not saoul to indicate any
tendonoy in the direct ion of inereasing
faveur for the military "ystem, or increauioa
reverence for the royal prorogative. .And
yet it weuld bo rash to ssmme that the de-
feat of Chancellor Caprivi and the Army
Bill in certain, On the side of the Eniperor
there are agencios of tremendous pow er.
The sentiment of loyalty te the throne and
to the person of the sovereign, te which he
50 often appeals, i. ne doubt stili very
peverful, and it will be exploÎted te the
utmost. Then there are the racial dis-
trust and dread of hereditary fe,
the military spirit, the patriotic pride
and ambition, and kindred feelings,
which count fer se ibuch among a people
with sncb a re 'cord as that of Germany.
Non is there any reasn te suppose that the
Government will bo over 8crupulous in the.
empleyment of the many influences of a
more sordid nud practiosi kind, in the use
of which the monarcb and the gevernment
have always se groat an advantage. In
view of such conaideratiens it would ho rash
te predict for the Opposition the swoeping
triumph which tbey probably expect. -We
can only watch the. pregresa of the struggle
witb the intereut which epringa net cnly
from, curioaity but from a conviction that
it ivalves issues fraught with good or evil
te other nations am well as that hnmediately
oncerned, and eveu te the civilized world.

Premier Mowat can hardly be congratu-
lated upon either the oonsistency or the c-
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gency of hia -answer to the deputation which
vaited upon him the othen day te present
the petition cf the Toronto Women'a En-
franchisemont Association. Île je reponted
as fiaving aaid more than once in the course
otChis neply t.hat he concurred ini almeet ali
that had been said. He intimiated that he
had expressed the mame viova probably be-
fore any cf those who wers bofore hîrm had
corne into the world. Surely Sir Oliver
did net stop te think what these statements
imply. Tbey clearly imply thatiot at lest
haif a century (we are guessing, of course,
at the âges cf the maie members cf the. depu-
tation) he bas believed, in addition te a
number cf other opinions carrying practical
corollaries, that the Province of Ontario
atili refuses the right to vote te more than
half the population entitled te it; that it
unfairly and in violation of 'Isimplest,
cleanest, broadest principles cf etennal jus.
tice," refuses te shlow women te have thein
proper share in making the lawe by wbich.
they are geverned, etc., and that, tbough
for nearly haif the period named fie has
been the Premier cf the Province and the
head cf a Il iberal " or IlReform " Party,
ho has neyer, no fan as we are ava're, taken
a single etep te remeve tus great injustice
and rsproacb. ,What boots it te plead
ths.t the time hasn net yet corne fer suob a
change and that he in net surs th at ho as
in bis Cabinet a single M.inister whe sup-
ports hie view in regard te it I Who in in
a better position te hasten the, time Iýhan
the head cf a Governmont supported by noe
streng a majority 1 Who in responsible for
the choie cf Ministers favourablo te what
ho regards am an net cf simple justice te ene-
baîf the viiole population, if not the head
cf the Government I la ail cf tuae vo are,
cf course, merely suggesting some hypotheti-
cal syllogisme based on promises furnished
in the Premier'@ speech, net stating our
own opinions upon the subjeet-matter cf the
interview.

The pouding suit cf the Canada Revue
againat the Roman Oatholic Anchbisbep cf
Montres!, claimiug $50,000 damagea in con-
sequence cf the Arohbishop'a havlng plseed
the Revue under the ban cf the Church,'je
naturally excitiug a good demi ef intereat in
both Protestant sud Roman Cathoîjo circles.
The decision cf the court cannot fsil to have
important ousequsoces. The succes cf
the action weuld mean tbe woakeuiug cf
the hande cf the Roman Catholie prelates
and clergy very materislly by depnivi*

thora cf a power which thoy bave hitherto
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eOfltrQbuf ons, and letters on ssatter
eèYeste edigorioel department akould be

1%~ 90 the Editor, and not to anyp er8on
e%."3 be upposed Io be con,,ected tOitt ithe
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a .spectacle fer goda sud mon is
1'4e "" n ameeting cf our City Council !
g c.ttl tbCege the wire-pullings, the

î Plâ of risiMe, thimputations cf motives,
al iiatcross purposes, in whst shouldf1ha,,,,ý,tdelibemtive Board, composed
Jýz0S% ot and biat nien cf tbe City, are
ti Lei uake eue blusb foniuimself snd

%ti 0*-itizenii, whose joint suffrages
tii P 0 0  othing botter in the way cf

%4 1tlijB5 on than tbis. Matters of
;*elVest importance te the. health andItur1 %D& of citizens are pressing for atten-

*hOi rao 'bnw ock for tbe "lgrave
tkp orndSignions " whom we migiut
a t flnd deliberating in ail serieusuess

\ roc feln, trnder a sonne cf their

ýe th -epniities, what do vo sec?1
f'atloe rme in ai mind a pictureocf

nob a bcdY cf civie ruIons might

> id.5 Y be elPected te ho like, and with
_Pý ÇÉ 31fore him, attend one ocf the meot-

otuno0il, or even read the meagre
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