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THE SY'i'LE (Va TH'IE LJQUOI? LA Wl.

IT is surely tinte tlaat at atta'tapt shacul ItI ma ade te laut att aal ta) the ceai-
fusioni wuicb aaew ra'igîîs upenti o V ia' uaor Question. 'Fiai Scett Act is
virtually a laiitta't by tih' siost poearfi if its aîdvociLtî'-iniii Uic uss te lie
a failure, and tht, efl'omts of its partisanis irao ait a stan i. \Viia'a''ý it pt'ivails,
tbtît is over tht' gri'ati'r parLit of On)itaio' aand sciait' districts it ii' 1,îwi'a
Province's, titi' ai'tual stati' of Vlaiaas is, fmr'' and unlicistrait in liajuors,
with a practia-al di scrmiatio inc a fayot ar cf air] 'nt spîi rit s a'ainta thae

ligitt'r drnaki, a (lelasiiaî'î tof tIi' Vrai', aild i bat iuaras' cf ilruaakt'îtatss
wliich c]tladst in ait'idil]gen'ce aiways îreA a l. L-iw i s I auglit 'i at, te the'

great detrinient cf pelitical claaractt'r, anal aiay sliasiaacdic aîtteîaapts wlaîci
may lie matie toe omforci' it bar tno fa-uit Itut wiieal pt'rjury. lt is in
vain tlîat uaagittrati's whaî aira part is'iis cf tht' Sctt Act liraa -ais, Mr. .Juaa-
tice' tO'C'onntor Vthi otiain day iaî aj utgiaiti qajîtstinag a co-nvictioan siawaal-aIl
t! e ru] as cf a'îida' ici' atild tla' sie''tri tias for iii' sti a l Iilib'rty. 'iis st ateocf

Vi iiis, at aiI e t'sts, tit] aît!y cal w isui to (i ii ltit au.
'li greV tas eut cf ta' 51aitil iii whlii'li Ni' ara' tloîmîîîlriîag it is alaselutî'ly

nect'smary, iîrsV cf ail, thaV t'e i)iamailita aial Proaauaiial (Gevo'maaataa'its shlatta,
if possible, agria' ona tlatir relativ'' poyr andt t li' litiiits tof tlatir tsi''v'

spbî'nas cf action. \Va say, if iV is [l t ali t htal Vî'possiility tif siuil aial
agereemeant ao's tact sî'îaa 1ai'y<iaii tititlt. lTheai'5iji a3tîtt lia'sîtt'lai lay
the distinictioni ietva'oa t'ivil atnd ciiaaîinal lagi -lîttoa, la'îau o aietar liait
di vitles omîe frot t hoet t'm-, anda, tii' Saai' su] j 'ýct i s Capiale o f bI îîi ' -
gaîrded and tnt'ated in Vive w.tys. Thli coaîsti.utiuaî liîli a cross batteeti
Legislativa' Uiion amat E'a'leaatiea, al conliict cf j uristion is Vthe natua
ra'sulV. I Vs framiers tver' inisla-a lay .Aamirii-an saceisacî, w iit tiaay ascri bt'a
te tha'eaa's cf tiii Fede'tr'al (Govt'ramaa't ilt stiail cf aserilîiag it te Sia-
î-ery. Thoy faaicied tiatthVii way to ilattîko al 'otafa'uiratioai stale waîs te
itîcreasi' tht' power of the' F,'aitral G.ox'înaatit, w'iiri'as tlai way te itîtke
a Ft'teratioa stalale is Vo cotatiuie tiii po r tof tIti L"adiîral Goe'm nat amad
la'aivt' te cahof tue Folra' faisits full aaaoaîsaae cf iaiteî'ît.l self-

adlaimiistmat iota.

'fli next tlaing neccssarv as te da'fina cli'arly tie cljajîc at wiiiatii

legislatiomi aimais autu tue principle 0m1 wiicl ià is bas-d. Legaislaticui witii-

ont a deinmite obi (,eVt ilust clcamly fail, tint! s0 talit le'gislatiîîaî resptimig

maîcal questions if it i8 bast'i upoti "0 iîîîîiîîiiici is utlî'rstood amad

respected iîy tlae pe'ople'.
The prcpesed mtotdes cf dt'alimag witli titi silJi'ct senti te reduce tl]î'Iii-

selves te tliese :-(1) Proiition ()tht' Scoîtt Act ;()Looali Option;
(4) the reductionl cf tie aiuiiba'r cf places of sale ; 7)lliIi lic'ia
(6) discrimniittion in favoîîr cf tut' liglater tlnks, sucla as laier, liglit witîe,
anîd cidea-, ag-ainst whiskev 1,aiti otlaî'm aimti'mt spuirits.

'fli secoand aaîd tiîird' proposais are merelv weaker fortuis cf tue tirst.
Tesaine mnay ho sail cf the fourtb, if it buaves the people fewer

places cf sale thtan Uiey (je aatid. 'fîte olijeet cf tAie finit tbmee, at ail
eveaits, is toecut tbe pi'p14o off entirely frona alcolaolic tdrinks. Thte pain-
cîp]e assuameîs is that th(- sale aaîd coxisutaîptiomi cf sucia drinaks, even if
tiore hi' ne excoss, ax rmnl and ouglit thore-fore te b.- prohbited by
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the State. Witbout going over tho argument again, it meay safely ho
affirina'd that thit is a principle which the vast aaatijority of îaîanlcind in ail
civilized nations at pre,4ent refuse to admait, white the very preachers who
propoîand it arc ladly holdiing up to the people, as a standard of mlorality,
a Teacher who, with lus Aposties, unq(ueýstioinably dranlc wine anda votise-
crated the practice iii a soleiian ordinaaa'e for t-ver. If it is lawful to
dIrink, it imust, of cOtir-ti, lie lawftil Vo ilnîke and seil; attal St. Panl, when
hie advised bis over-asea!tio fri''ntl to relax bis rtil andti alce a littie wino for
bis stomachati' sake, sanctieîaed the truie ef the vinie-grower anti the viîatnier,.
This the people fec!, andl thiey refuse to oiai'y or help to a'xecuto the law.
'Tle t'xperieaîce of \'a* îattMainie, and Veriivnt is decisive. Alcobiol
inay be wvbelesomec or uwoeoîe;tlaat is a queitstioni for miedical science,

wbîch lias certainly not yet da'cided that the moiderate use of ià is unwhole-
seme ;but to cal! al moderate use of it crii iiaI ig a passioniato exaiggeration,
and lgstinwlaicb li no basLii but passiotiato exaggeration i.s certain to
faîl to the ground.

Local 0ption sets inp opposite codes iii adjoiîîing townsips, and the

prohibited townaship) assure to lai fringed wvitlî tavernat se't u} along the
bordors of that wbiclî is free. We personally know of a township in tic
States wba're Prohibition under Local Option ivas put iii force ; aaad whcere
sonie of tîtose wbo liaa claineured for it sooti atîtitteai that ancre iichief
bail beeti (lotie.

Realuction in thei' nu aalaeýr of tavertas, if the mautaîlar is lirou.glit liclow
tho dem ahi , is gradlual Pr'aoh ibli iti, and a thaere lu uka i n i t th bassuiiption,

cer a o t a IPrîl i ii eryLa'gsl ai oa, thlii thVae sala andi e ns uata p tion of
liaquors are caitaiaaal andaai ettlit, Vo lai aI olis! ad, tue ugi p ritadenace requi mes
tii it this siaculi lai dota'ý laY dlîgrma . As soti as te tîitilior cf taverîts
are n 'aiuaed i b' le w thae ri aI (iianad, utia]icetasta p laces w il! lie saot up, which
is cf ail resu] Vs thle %vcrst.

It is alllc to te ay wit h ca'rtiiity whvlaiho Vlie C.rooks Act is a Wo
fii' aaiaasure. ftr tae ra'gulatiaîî of the traîle, or a aaîîasu re of gradia
Prohibaition in disguise. l'aobalîly its fratiers diii aid kaaew îvhat ine
tiîay mnantt te take anad liai! tat aii'm'a pritîciple or oh)'ject. If it is a
anealsu ra cf graîlual Prolhiion it is openm, cf couarse, Vo the oljactions te
whiciî Pjrohaiblitiona g<'terally i8t îîpaaa witl thae adiitioni that it tendas Vo put the
patronaage tif il vamy imaaportantt traile itti tue! baaaas tif al Party Govermnîcaeit,

whlai, lîy te law of its niatture, ivill iii Viaae abutsei i Vs tr'ust.
'Tlhe lasat twi pirosaiias, il igla Liceas amid discrimaiaaation in favour

of the' liglater driailca, lîrîiî''t' uîii i a picitipili' <ippiaim te Vbiît cf Pro-
hii!ai tiin t! aey assuaamae thlat tCie trada' i s tnot criaai ta Ilit bt, law fît!, thotagli
tbi'y also0 assuaita' tiîat it ri'aîuires spicial rîgalatitia. 'he'ut's o tf il iga

U ntett StîteUs, aand istIaa apîprov' i dlay ratioaial faia'aîas cf tiatperance,
ta) wvlose opianionîs di'f'ro'aîte is ait ai, but thlent seaîs risca to finir that in
this casa', as ith Ve casa' cf oth'm overtaxed trades, thei taxpayar aîay coîatrive
te iadeaaaaify iaaaisa'lf alt t' a'xpa'aisa' cf theu consuaîaier iay stliaa itai bad
1 îquoi., or iii soane otha r e! i'c tic nabla' way.

It mnay hu taka'aî pro] aably as a'stablisaea anal adiîaitteil ViaV iglht winos,
beer, aaîd ciader tire afle waolza'soine than ardeant spirits, espe'aially wbien
the spirits arc takin as dalmamas ; anacl tiîis lîîiaa tiie casae tlaire is aie reason
whîy tic Statu siacult i ate u' aîaliy itallaience that it wii'las ita a'lcouragîing
the use cf thai ancre whlo soiiie il'aktratiier thati Vlae less wîoli'soaîo, j ust
as in tiae use cf its taîxiiig piwt'rs it sh1ows faveur te ii'ces4saria's rather titan
te luxuries. Tht' ailvocates tif dliscriinîatioa, cf course', like tiioso cf Il-i"'h
Licciase anal cf ail pol icia'. wlicli adamit the lawfuaaass of sa'lliaag anad asiaîg
lia1 uor, t'mabrac' in tiai programmeti ail aîa'a,ifui niagulationl of atadivica

tîtotagi net criitiial, is iiaaîi ft'sVlY iaa aaae't cf iial safegaaas, as Nveli as a
systeotif inaspe'ction, on wlîicli tbey stroaaly iaisist, foi' the proeation of
noxicus adaiterations.

Thla object at' pra'8î'at, iaowaaver, is not te argue for or againist any
partîcular pelicy, hait toecii attentionî te tlie na'cî'ssity tif lîavitig a policy

with a clearly detiiieti obja-ct andl priaiciple, as ivoîl as a dlean uinda'mstaaadiaîg
an regart o te relative powers cf tiihe Doininion anti thea Province. Is tho
liquor trade a lawful caliiîg, for wlaicli speciai regulaticaîs are requint'd, or
is it a crinainal trade, te uc at once or gratiualIy put down ? Upon ci ocf
these princîples or tîe cather aIl liquor legislation must ho franced, and
utales the le"isiator tlistiaactly ciacosas and liraîaly grasps lais principle, con.
fusion naust lie tue result.

For our cwn part, while we are willintg te take advantage cf any help


