212

THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

made less irksome to her than they are in general to persons so circumstanced,
—in part through the happy influence of her own sweet nature, which alway}s1
apportioned to itself some share of the happiness it witnessed ; in part throug
her long-acquired habits of patience and self-sacrifice ; and, in part also, because
Walter Barnard was an especial favorite with her—and little wonder that he wl:i.s
so—the gay and happy young man, devoted as he was to Adrienne in all t g
absorbing interest of a first successful passion, had yet many a kind word at;d
beaming smile to spare for the poor little cousin, who often but for him WO}:I
have sat quite unnoticed at her tent-stitch, even in the family circle ; and when
she was the convenient f/ers in the romantic rambles of himself and his lad)ﬁ_
love, thanks to his unfailing good-nature, even then she. did not feel herse
tterly forgotten. ) .
’ %or egven in spite of discouraging looks from la belle Adrienne, of which
in truth he was not quick to discern the meaning, he would often linger to
“address a few words to the silent little girl, who had been tutored too well to
speak unspoken to, or even to walk quite w_ithin ear—s_hot of her soi-disant come-
panions. And when he had t&nderly assisted Adrienne to pass over somt
stile or brooklet in their way, seldom it happened but that his hand was nlf:i(t ad
the service of Madelaine ; and only those whose spirits have been long su ;1e
by a sense of insignificance, impressed by the slighting regards or hcar'e e;(s;
notice of cold friends or condescending patrons, can conceive the ent ugai 1
gratitude with which those trivial instances of kindness were treasured up in elt:
heart's records. So it was, that la petite Madelaine, far from wearying o
Walter's praises, when it pleased Adrienne to descant upon them in hlslalzis%m:’;
was apt to think her fair cousin did him scant justice, and that if sh_e 1ak ' eIn
called on as his eulogist, oh ! how far more cloquently could :she. splea "ttxrq
short, la petite Madelaine, inexperienced as of course she was in such malc s
saw with the acuteness of feeling, that Walter h?.d o})mmed an interest only Y
the vanity and self-love, not in the heart of his fair mistress. ¢ Poor Adr‘l‘t‘r\lille' :
she cannot help it, if she Zas 7o heart,” was Madell?,me’s sage soliloquy. * Mais
age pour ce bon Walter, qui en a tant|” ]
duel ‘(‘hllzn;ao%le\%aﬂlter ” might possil?ly have made the same discovery, had .tl}lle
unrestricted intercourse of the lovers been of long continuance s pnd he might
have also ascertained another point, respecting which certain_dubious ghmme{;—
ings had begun at intervals to intrude themselves on his meditations cou/_eu(d el’
rose,~was 1t possible that the moral .and intellectual perfect\lons of hlfﬂ 1 1())t
coutd be less than in perfect harmony with her outward Igvclxpess? The dou §
was sacrilegious, detestable, dismissed with generous indignation, but z;gam ann
again some demon (or was it his good genius ?) recalled a startling frown, a !
incautious word or tone, a harsh or fretful expression from the eye zm_d voice of
his beloved, addressed to /a petite cousine or to himself, when in hg]l)tnte)ss ;)S
spirit, and frank-hearted kindness, he had laughed and talked }vhlth‘t‘he at c:r:’for
with .a young engaging sister. And then, except on one topic, his passi r
la belle Adrienne, and her transcendent charms, of which, as yet, he was ttj.veS
ready to pour out the heart’s eloquent nonsense, someho“{ thelfl-‘ cohn_v}e]r;a 1‘(:’1;s
always languished. She had no eye for the natural beauties, o  whic he as
-an enthusiastic admirer; yawned or looked puzzled or {ml)at‘u‘.nl, ;:, ernimo
stopped to gaze upon some glorious sunset, or violet-hued distance, 1111(1i mﬁ,s o
the roseate sky. And though she did not reject his offering of wi rose O
dewy honey-suckles, it was received with a half-contemptuous mdlff‘er:lnc?, 2 X
invited no frequent renewal of the simple tribute; and from the‘ atF O'ld-
«certain walk, when the lover's keen glance observed that the bunch oh wi d
flowers, carelessly dropt by Adrienne a few minutes after he had glvendt 'emthe
her, was furtively picked up by la petite Madelaine as she followe 'flr;V [
‘narrow woodpath, and placed as furtively within the folds of her fichu—if M (:let
sieur Walter, from that time forth, pulled a wild rose from the spray, or a w]ess
from the bank, it was tendered with a smile to one whose Zand at least wlas h.]
careless than Adrienne’s ; and for her heart, that mattered‘ not .(fqrtlmgr t\;w? in
brotherly kindness) to the reputed possessor of la belle St. Hilaire’s. ] I\?I b
long after days, when silver threads began to streak the soft fair hair o Hade
laine du Résnél, and the thick black clustering curls of Walter Barnar ere
‘more than sprinkled with the same paly hue, he found in turning ovcd A
leaves of an old French romance, in which her name was !nscnbed, the() “tthc;
-faded, scentless forms of what had been a few sweet w1ld-ﬂ0we‘rs. 1? the
margin of the page, to which time had glued them, was a glatta, ax_x(“ a few
written words. And the sight of those frail memorials, associate “:l.t A :ku{
age-tinted characters, must have awakened tender and touching recollu.non‘.‘;c(l
hus heart who gazed upon them ; for a watery film suffused his eyes as he hm‘sat
them from the volume, and turned with a half-pensive smile to one w Q‘nter
‘beside him, quietly busied with her knitting needles in providing for his wi
comfort.
(T be continued. )
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' ; fec-
70 Prevent Jams and Preserves from Moulding.—As soon as _the con

tion is put into ti(:: pot, while hot, cover over with a white paper which hras Qfﬁg
wet in a solution of salicylic acid, and then tie over with oiled pape " ounce
-solution of salicylic acid is made by dissolving one grain of acid in O(rlleoil g
of alcohol. The oiled paper is made by oiling thin paper with linsee
exposing to the sun for a day. i o

’ Tfrt Jor Milk—The following test, given by the Michigan Med. nlc\ifsﬂi/ts,
for watered milk is said to be reliable, and certainly its simplicity com_ltrlx]t(fj it
Dip a well polished knitting needle into the suspected fluid and Wi e vater
immediately in a perpendicular position. Should the sample contain 1} owever’
some of the fluid will cling to the needle ; should water be present, ]dle ver
even in a very small quantity, this adhesiveness will be lost and the nee
be withdrawn clear,

. its i i ntilation is

Refrigerator —To preserve meat and fruits in a refrigerator, ve .
necessa{y,ind that it bé) well cleaned at least once a week. None but clean ice
should be used:

s commet] i erve ferns with the
How to press Ferns.—It is sometimes difficult to preserve
color. Disscfl’ve one grain salicylic acid in one ounce diluted alcohol, draw the

Y4

,

plant slowly through this liquid and wave in the air to d
between folds of blotting paper repeatedly,
Ferns droop so quickly that it is necessary
bring ferns in fresh, or take a few quires of b
strapped tegether to the woods and press te
brought home.

To Preserve Meat.—Meat washed over with salicylic acid in proportions of -
one-half dram to the quart of water will preserve it for severa] days. It will not
restore meat or fish when tainted in the least, but will prevent fresh meat,
sausages, butter and fish from changing.
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1y it, then press lightly
then press with heavy weights. .
to take a wet cloth or tin box to
lotting paper between two boards-
mperately together till they are

Ever since the great London Exhibition in 18 ST it has been found advantageous for the-
inhabitants of different places to meet together occasionally and measure their strength in
friendly rivalry, comparing their progress in arts, agriculture and manufactures. Accordingly
we hailed with pleasure the announcement that we were to have a band contest in Montreal ;
for there is scarcely a branch of musical art in which our city, unmusical as it4s, needs more
improvement.

The contest lasted two days, and a grand concert and distribution of
for Monday evening, being the festival of St. John the Baptist,
hoping to hear only those of the bands

prizes was announced
We attended this concert,
whose playing was at least endurable by people with
average strength of nerve, but we were inflicted with overtures and selections by a number of

fourth and fifth-rate bands, every one of whom played more or less out of tune, and seemed
to try and make more noise than the band which preceded it. After wondering for a time
whether Messrs- Lavallee & Co.,, had suddenly become deaf, or were trying to make us feel
some of the tortures which in their judicial capacity they were forced to undergo, we were
gratified to find that even they could not endure it any longer, for they omitted several bands
named in the programme, .and called on the Governor-General’s Guards, These gentlemen,
to the number of about thirty, mounted the platform. * We rubbed our eyes and stared—then
listened attentively, as oboe, clarionet, cornet, and trombone were sounded in succession and
tuned previous to the performance of the selection. What a relief ! thirty instruments were
about to be heard at one time IN THE SAME KEY! | That in itself was a novelt}, and so we
waited patiently for the opening notes. They performed a selection of Scotch airs very
creditably, and retired amid applause. The composition of this band is excellent, and they
were the only ones there present who dared to play reed Passages in four parts, the Saxophones
being particularly good.

Then followed the *B” Battery Band, who played with taste and expression, but in the
opening movement the brass and Teeds were not in tune, which marred the effect of an other-
wise good performance. After this we were favored with ‘‘ Maritana” bythe City Band. This
piece they have made ** their own” by playing it night and day for so many years that every
one is heartily sick of it.  The walls of the drill-shed, having so frequently echoed ¢ Let Me
Like a Soldier ¥all,” were at last able to “ stand it” no longer, and came down ; whether
like a soldier or not, we leave it for those in the neighbourhood to decide. The selection
was played in tune, and with great precision, but the tone was in many places coarse, and the
band so badly balanced as to counteract the effect made by their prompt and steady playing ;:
the basses and baritones in the lighter passag;;‘s blew till their instruments fairly brayed, and
quality was altogether sacrificed to noise.  The cornet and clarionet solos were good, but in
the louder parts the reeds could not be heard at all. )

This band received a perfect ovation, and seemed to suit the taste o
Better class of the audience, however, seemed more partial to those which .

Next in order was the “ A” Battery Band from Kingston, who also played with great
precision, and, for a purely brass band gave great satisfaction. The piece they played we did
not like ; it was the most ¢ comprehensive” selection we ever heard, and comprised ¢ The
Pilgrim of Love,” “Ten Little Niggers,” Becthoren’s  Sonata Lathetigue! I (Shade of
Beethoven, it is well you were deal when you died) and other things equally incongruous,
They also essayed some voeal music, making a frantic effort to sing “Old Towler” with one
treble and four or five baritones, ending the whole by playing in excellent style “Largo al
factotum” from Rossini's * 11 Barbicre,” which made a capital finale,

‘The other bands which took part in the concert were those of the 13th Battalion of
Hamilton, and the 7th Battalion of London, ”‘9 first of these numbers 45 performers, who
played admirably, but the latter is more to our lxklng, as it is not so noisy, and the clarionets
are vastly superior,  They gave the overture to ¢ /.aml‘m,” the difficult clarionet passages
being played quite smoothly, and the tone throughout heing delightfully pure, This band, is
to our mind, the best of thése who took part in the competition ; it is not so complete in its
formation as the Guards or 13th Battalion Bands, but, with the addition of one or twe
bassoons or sarrusophones, would be one of which any British regiment might feel proud.

The distribution of prizes took place after the concert, when (to the amazement of almost.
the entire musical community) the judges awarded to the City Band the first prize in the
independent class, and also the first price in the military class | whilst the Guards were pre-
sented with a silver butter-dish.  The City Baml also received, in addition $600 to the two
prizes and the banners accompanying them, A special prize as the ““ best brass band in the
Dominion,” although the Kingston band was the only brass band competing, the City Band'
being a sort of mongrel, and neither a pure brass, nor a pure military band.

This decision, unaccountable as it may seem to those who heard the bands perform, we-
think can be explained, wot by altributing any unfairness to the judgesin their final decision,
but by examining the basis on which that decision was arrived at,

In the first place, we think jt was absurd to place brass and reed bands to compete in:
the same class,—as well might they have instituted o comparison between a fife-and-drum
band and a full orchestra; and, secondly, the number of points allowed for the different
qualities which constitute excellence is open to criticism. For example, we are given the:
following as the plan of operation t-— .

“ Quality of tone estimated at frotp I to 10 points;
attack, Ito Io; reading, 1to 5o; and instrumentalism, I to fo each. FEach judge gave an
independent return on slips of paper, and they‘ were all handed in and aggregated. For
instance, the five judges would all mark on a piece of paper the number of points, in their-
idea, gained for quality of tone by a certain band, and the aggregate result was compared
with the results of the other bands, obtained in a similar way, Prizes were thus awarded’
according to this aggregate of individual opinions.”

It will be seen, then, that while twenty points are allowed for style, only ten are allowed
for quality of tone, the great desideratum in all musical performances, Tempo and attack
(which are subdivisions of style) are made separate features and allotteq ten points each,
making forty in all for style, against ten for any other qualification, Taste and expression do
not count all, whilst phrasing is not even mentioned.

The balance of the parts seems to be .
no object, and the fact that the bass of the City Band P

) r €an pretty nearly drown the combined
forces of all the others goes for nothing. Their attack was good, and their style bold and

Joisy, and so they got thirty points in each piece, or ninety in alf, to start with, notwith-
standing the fact that the saxhorns and baritones swept the two pair clarionets out of exist-
ence. Had a proper scale been adopted we would have had 5 very different result ; as it is,
we regret very much that so many excellent bands should be allowed to leave us with the
impression that we not only are without a decent band in our city, but that when one is.
induced to visit us we refuse to listen to it, preferring * Scenes that are brightest” brayed on

saxhomns to the overtures of Rossini, Mozart and Weber, artisticall f d b H-
balanced band. , * periommed by a we

f the masses ; the
preceded-it,

style, 1to 20} tempo, I.to 103:
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THE ACCIDENT INSURANCE CO. OF CANADA is now. jceus ici i
Eravel& cfoverinz all accidents by land or wa’ter—ﬁ;‘ml o nl:m-f?alﬂé :“’es‘i?.‘::“iagf‘il‘ﬁéi f:g hﬁi:’;?be?:
charged for In coverin, e deat when beyo imi
$s.000 if killed. °’8§]§ N ?nel": ff ath only yond the limits of Canada, An Insurance of

injured, for a three months' trip to Eurg ts now onl in this Com~
pany. The Head Offices at 103 St, Francois Xavier Street.—Ebwarp Rﬁix‘iﬁ’és, Ih‘&;vna;ei,.s-zi:;/t‘.h.ls ¢




