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Ali rtic le, i îttctttii g foi puliatC<tOito iook foi v xt . 'o anfges, --and ail c w n <spotîu,lttCi relati îg

tlt l eo- ýjoitîn lieU illisccd to Oic t dîtot-,, iox Atruu' Univî iî Ktgstot, olit.

PLATO'S STYLE AND MIETIIOD.

1. 1PLAT0's STYLE. '111E DIALOGUE'F.

A S no phîlasapliCi before Plato, and nio philosopher since bis

d~(ay', lias consîstefltly choseîî the dialogue as a veluicle of

c\p esin ti atural to look foi- 'n explanation fti eu

h n tiity ini the gencral hab)its of thc age. (a) 'l'lie reinark of

!Moînta ignie 'vous ne <)) îSomle' / lma i . Il' clOUS nu," Il \Ve are nevel' at

baoin c," (Esai*s, Cliap. iii), applicil b' the essayist to luumanity at

lairge, inay wjth a change of ineic.ilg,, be takcn ta doscribe the

or<liriary social life of Athens. 'Fle strect. thîe forum, the gymna-

siinim were Oie places xvhere men inost <lid congregate. l'le w~onmen

sverc indoors. \'Vlieni Aristotle says tliat the cliaracteristic of

perfect fi iendsliip or love (.) iF equality (in6i),maning by

c(Itnality an intiinacy betweefl ien of equal anid lofty intellect iiil

and social attalinnents, and that thîe fi ieiidship) of bratliers, wlien

of a noble kind, comeS ta resemible the friendsliip of conirades,

(Ethius, V i1i, 7, 9, and VIII, 14,) lie is t'evelY irîterpreting thîe

prevailiflg Greek sentiment. A glance at the scelle of any of

LPlato's dialoguies is enougli ta, show hoNv sinaîl a part wxas played

l)y tile Il haine ''in the cdaily' life of .\tlens. The wvits of the city

drew together foi a discussion of public affairs or for an intellectual

combat, just as regularly and frequently as the youtlis took their

exeicise and bath.

Under sucli circuinstaflces it wvould bc a nîatter of surprise if

conversation had not developed unusual keenness~ of edge ; it


