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M. COURTNEY, Dep'y M i. of Fia.

\MARINE INSURANCE IN THE ST.
LAWRENCE.

Canada bas a grievance in connection
with the high rates of insurance that are
charged on vessels trading to and from
lier ports. It can scarcely be called a

2 new grievance, seeing that it has existed
3 for many years, but recent events have
4 tendedo 10bring it more prominently toa the front. Within the last few weeks the
7 authorities of Lloyd's bave decided that
8 in addition to the guinea per cent., which
. has long been chargeable all the year

10 round on vessels trading with the Domin-
ion, an additional sum of two guineas per
cent. should be paid on them if their

m voyages are made on and after the 1st
14 of September. This is the last straw that
15 has raised the ire of the shipowning and
16 cçmmercial classes in our North American
1718 colony, and has led them to agitate for a
19 complete removal of the discrimination in
2o the insurance rates. With the object of
21 enforcing their arguments on the point,
22 the Hon. R. R. Dobell, one of the mem-
23 bers of the Canadian Ministry, has come

to this country, and is at present bringing
2 his influence to bear, not only on Lloyd's,
2 but on Chambers of Commerce through-
28 out the United Kingdom. The case he
29 presents seems so strong as to demand
30 serious attention.
31
32 At one time, beyond all doubt, the diffi-

culties connected with the navigation of
33 severallof the Canadian rivers, and more
34 especialiy of the St. Lawrence, were cal-3'> culated to increase the ordinary risks, and

to justify the imposition of higher rates
on policies. According to Mr. Dobell

3- however, these difficulties have now been38 reduced to a minimum On the St. Law-- rence, for instance, where fogs abound,and where warning signals were few, great
improvements have been effected, includ-ing the erection at Belle Isle of one ofthe best fog sirens that could be obtained.A new lighthbouse has also been erecîed on
the coast of Newfoundland, OppositePoint Armour, so that ships can take theircourse from this light instead of asformerly from Anticosti, and be guidedup to what is known as the Traverse.That channel, again, which was previously
served by two lightships liable to be2 moved from their moorings during stormy3 weather, is now provided with a perma-4 nent lighthouse,

5
6 As the result of these and other re-7 forms, the casualties in the St. Lawrence
9are rapidly diminishing. The experience
9in Iis respect of the firm to which Mr.

0DobelIbelongs may be taken as typical.
1 Last year, out of 249 steamers loaded by2 that firm for the navigation of the St.
i Lawrence, only one was lost. This year,so far, they have sent off 198 steamers

without any loss whatever. And yet alithese steamers are being called on to payrates of insurance to an extent that severe-
ly handicap them in their competition withAmerican boats. Another illustration ofthe anomalies that attend this discrimin-ation is to be found in the memorial sentto Lloyd's from North Sydney, Cape Bre-ton This harbor bears much the same re-lative position to North American portsthat Queenstown bears to those in theUnited Kimgdom. It is free from all
dangers of coastal navigation and claims
1 d rank among tbe safest ports of theworld. As a consequence, its trade is ad-vancing rapidly, the coal shipments alone
having increased in the last twenty yearsmore than tenfold. All the same it has tobear the burden of the restrictive clause
in Lloyd's policies, Tbe Marine Insur-
ance section of the London Cbamber ofCommerce has passed a resolution in favorof the modification of the existing Cana-dian rates, and should this example be
folîowed elsewhere, redress ougbt. not to
be long in coming.GasowHrald.1 1 1


