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rivers and streams teeming with fish and fur,
its increasing output of mutton and beef, to
say nothing of inspiring scenery and that
quiet and rest that is obtainable only where,
the Manitou or Great Spirit dwells, seems to
be forging ahead. The villages are growing
and becoming cosmopolitan. Little Current,

Gore Bay and Manitowaning have lately pur-
chased steam fire apparatus from the Water-

ons Company, of Brantford. Telephone com-

munication between the former and latter

points will be established during this week,

and Manitowaning rejoices in the erection of

a new summer hotel called the "Manitou."
This will have, with large accommodations for

guests, likewise electric belle, baths, steam

water supply from the lake below, and all

modern improvements."

AN EASTERN AND A WESTERN VIEW.

Some people cannt bear to be what they

call "danned." And a few are therefore of-

fended with car postal card of last month.

But it has brought in a lot of money, and it

has met with approval, as expressed in ceca-

sional letters. Mr. Goudge, for instance, sec-

retary of the Halifax Fire Insurance Co.,

writes:-
" That's a great dodge of yours, I mean the

postal card story about the 'fine Autumn,'

the country roads being in good condition,

etc., but it's just the thing to bring in the cash

to you. We are so accustomed to get discour-

teous demande for any little amounts we may

unwittingly owe, that the reeeipt cf your

polite card was quite a pleasant surprise, and

not looked upon as a 'dan.' I now bave

much pleasure in remitting."

But Mr. Ransfprd, of Clinton, secretary of

the Canada Salt Association, takes a gloomy

view, and can find no comfort in the weather
or the roads that gladdened other people's

hearts:
"This year has been about as bad as it

could be. Demand has been smaller thau

ever before known. The prices of raw materials

have not lowered appre>)iably. The lovely

we tther, the excellent roads, which facilitated

the farmer marketing his produce, have 'pro-

duced no beneficial result to us. We are the

victims of tarif robbery, unwise legislation, a

small population, general hard times, and a

combine hydra-headed, known as the P. of I.

I remit 82.,'

ANSWERS TO ENQUIRERS.

OLD SUBSCRIBER, Orillia.-You have evident-

ly been misinformed, 1t is not less illegal to

have in possession such game animale or fur-

bearing animals or f ar skins than to have

killed the animals. We have sent you a
pamphlet with synopsis of game laws. Rave

not heard of such a decision as you mention
D. W., Sarnia.-Apply to the Superinten

deut of Insurance, Mr. W. Fitzgerald, ai
Ottawa, who will no doubt furnish you with
copies of the reports for the period if he ht
them. The reports are publisbed every year

C. B. C., Hall.-That pronunciation is alto
gether strained ; nobody except a lately ar
rived European, who had read only Old Coun
try authorities, would accent the second sylla
ble. Educated Manitobans, who onght t,

know best, accent the third- syllab'e of th

word Manitoba. As to ite meaning, we recal

one explanation, which says that the voyag

eurs long ago made a contraction of the Cre

name Manitowaban, meaning sacred strait

and applied it te Lake Manitoba. Hoesc tb

name cf the province.

L. P. S., Elmira.-The paragraph on pagei
675 was not car own. We gave our authority
for it.

R. E., Brockville.-The company used to
pay ten per cent. dividende, but dropped to its
present rate some seven or eight years ago.

INSURANCE MATTERS. .

The Insurance Depariment of the Pennsyl-
vania Railroad was instituted in the year
1886. A report recently issued shows that
from February 15, 1886. to August 31st last,
the number of death benefits paid to the com.
pany's employees, who were members of the
relief association, was 2,377, and the amount,
$1,339,211; the number of accident benefits,
43,166, and the amount paid, 8582,704; the
number of sick benefits was 110,265 ; the
amount disbursed, $1,128,315. The aggregate
benefit was $3,110,231.

In a well-designed pamphlet which com-
bines the fuanctions of a popular essay and a
prospectus, the Abstainers' and General Insur-
ance Company deals with the question of
" Total Abstinence and Life Assurance." The
change which has taken place in regard to the
merite of the total abstainer as a life assur-
ance subject is pointed out, and the statistical
grounde upon which that change is based are
shown by extracts from various mortality ex-
periences. The Abstainere' and General
believes that the way to recognize the favorable

vitality of abstainers is to charge reduced
premiums rather than give special bonuses,
and to guard against lapse into conviviality by
placing a stringent condition upon the policy
in the abstainers' department. These prin-
ciples it pute into practice, and in doing so
claims that it is the only company which goes
the full length of its opinions upon the subject
of abstinence.-Insurance Record, London.

ADDITIONAL SUMMARY.

THE new steam barge "Aberdeen," 10,000
bushels capacity, built by A. W. Hepburn, at
Picton, Ont., was safely launched on Saturday.

T HE British Columbia Cooperage Company,
of Vancouver, who recently suffered by fire,
are rebuilding their factory.

A NEw tarif of rates will go into effect on
the Michigan Central. It covers the shipment
of grain, flour, hides, poultry, butter and egge
to Buffalo, New York, Boston and all points in
the Eastern States. The rates are said to be
the lowest yet given.

AN order in council has been passed appoint-
ing the following gentlemen a board to select
standards cf fleur: O. M. Gould, ehairman,

3and A. F. Gagnon, Montreal ; W. A. Hastings

à and W. W. Ogilvie, Montreal, as representing
BWinnipeg; William Bredie and Gaspard Le-
-moine, Qnebec ; William Galbraith and A. Me-
-Faîl, Toronto; C. IR. Smith, Hamilton; J. D.

,t Saunby, London ; Robert Noble, Dominien
à Millers' Association, Toronto.

a IN a recent letter from the town cf Sime

%one cf our travelling representatives says a

-good many local improvements bave lately
-been made in Simce. "I find the streets have

-been newly gradsd, and flag-etene eidewalks

ï- bave been laid down in every direction. A
o number ef fine private residences bave beer

e erected. Ail the established industries cf the

Il place are in active operation. Many of the

r- stoes, toc, bave undergone additions and im-

le provemeuts. Butler & Smith have juiL started

ba dry goods and millinery business adjoinzng

e.h l oe fJ utn&C. rgit
T- i lc snal ite p n ihsi

able accommodation for each department.
John C. Butler, the senior partner, was for-
merly manager for Wall & Co., at Chatham,
Ont. A man who bas been in the hardware
business for over twenty years, and who
takes great interest in ail local improvements,
Mr. A. D. Ellis, was lately elected reeve of
the town by acclamation during hie absence at
the Chicago Exposition, a happy way of pay-
ing a compliment."

-At a special meeting of the members of the
Canadian Bankers' Association beld in Mon-
treal on Tuesday, Mr. B. E. Walker, general
manager of the Canadian Bank of Commerce
Toronto, was elected president of the Associa.
tion.

-We learn that the dividend of the Canada
Permanent Loan and Savings Company bas
been declared at the rate of five and-a-half per
cent. for the carrent six months. This figure
is a reduction from the twelve per cent. per
annum so long paid by this remarkable com-
pany. We understand that while the usual six
per cent. bas been earned, this half year, the
management decided that it was the part of
prudence to lay aside a larger proportion of
profits. Two considerations come naturally
into view as having probably influenced this
decision: First, the decline in value of farm
real estate in Ontario in the last few years;
second, the narrow margin between the
present borrowing and the lending price of
money in mortgage loan companies. Still, if
the rate of dividend be brought down to 11 or
even to 10, the older shareholders in the
Canada Permanent have little cause of com-
plaint, since they have had the advantage of
three issues of new stock made by the com.
pany at moderate premium during its long
career, while for thirty-eight years it has paid
an average premium of 12 per cent. aside f rom
bonus.

CLEARING-HOUSE RETURNS.

The following are the figures of the Cana.
dian clearing-houses for the week ended with
Thursday last, compared with those of the

,previons week :
Clearinge. Balance;.

Dec. th. Nov. 30th.
Montreal......... .. 812,764,244 810,814,994
Toronto............. 6,666,732 6,401,043
Halifax............. 1,295,147 1,201,233
H amilton........... 977,841 672,763

Total clearings.. $21,703,964 $19,090,033
Aggregate clearings this week, 82,820,455 ;

last week, $2,510,563. This week's are the

t largest clearings for three months.

,

ASSESSMENT LIFE INSURANCE.

Editor MONETÂEX TimEs:
la xi,-That was a pr.tty strong letter yon
had in TKE MONETÂBY TimEs lait week f rom
Mr. McCabe. I think it shows pretty well

Sthat there in really somstbiug wrong nome-
a wbere about the way the Independent

yForesters do their insuring business.
me That Doctor cf theirs is a smart man, but
may be he in just a little toc smart, trying to
make folk@ believe that be and bis members

1oan do anything and everytbing, whetber it ie
npossible or impossible, just because there bap.
îpeus to be Il53,000 cf tbem to put their bauds

in tbeir pce" But wbat supposine tbey
won't a&Iptlteir bands in their pookets?
I. I don't mean that members of the I.O.F.

dwill net keep f aith with the family cf the
widow cf any good Canadian member that

ýdies, juet as long as tbey eau. But this pay.

is seîet o ea ok vri h
g ttshrl em em rprtig
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