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MONEY FOR THE FAIRMIRS

Unitedi States Congress WIII Consider Legisiation on
Rural Credîts

Con siderabie attention is being devoted both in Canada
and in the United States to the question of agricultural credits.
t lhe Saskatchewan governflsnt is considering thse matrer and
will present a report shortly.

President Vi tson has just issued a statement urgîng
action by congress iii respect to rural credits. Hc says:
"lAgain and again during thse discussion of the currency bill,
it bas been urged that special provision should be made in
it for the facilitating of such credits of the farmers of the
country who stand in need of agricultural credit as dis-
tinguished from ordinary commercial and industriai credits.
SucIs proposais were flot adopteti because such credits couiti
be only imperfectly provided for in such a measure. Thse
scope and character of the bill, its iînmediate and chief pur-
pose, couid flot be made to reach as far as the special inter-
ests of the farmer require.

Speolal Machlnery for Rural Credits.
"Special machinery of a distinct system of banking must

be provided for if rural credîrs arc to be 5uccessfully and ade-
quateiy supplied. A government commission is flow in

Europe studying the interesting and highly successful methods
which have been completed in severai countries of the Old
World, and its report will be made to Congress at its regular
session next winter. Lt is confidently to be expected that the
Congress will at that session act upon the recommendations
of that report and establish a complete and adequate systema
of rural credits.

"There is no subject more important tuo the weifare and
industrial developient of thse Unitedi States; there is no re-
forai in which 1 would mîyself fet i a greamter honor or privilege
to take part because 1 should feel that it was a service to the
whoie country of thse first magnitude and significance. Lt
shouiti have accompanied andi gone banti in hand with reform
of our banking andi currency system, if we hati becn ready
to act wisely andi with full knowledge of what we were about.

Adjustment of Farmers' Needa.
"There bas been toc, littie Federal legisiation frameti to

serve thse farmer directly and with a deliberate adjustmnent to
his real needs. We long ago feul into thse habit of assuming
tha 't the fariner of America enjoyeti such an immense natural
aivantage over the farmers of the rest of the world, were so
intelligent andi enterprising andi so at case upon the incomn-
parable soul of ciur great continent that they could feel the
world andi prosper no matter what handicap they carried, no
matter what disadvantage, wbether of the law or of natural
circumstances they labored under. We have flot exaggerated
their capacity or opportunity, but we have neglecteti to
analyse the burdensome disativantages from which they were
suffering, and have too often faiied to remove them when we
did see what they werc. Omne of thse chief and most serious
of these disadvantages bas been that hce bas flot been able to
secure thse extendeti banik acconmmodations he every year
stands in neeti of, without paying the most burdensome rates
of interest and saddlîng bimself u'ith mortgages and obliga-
tions of every kind which he f airly staggered under, if hie
coulti carry tbemn at ail. In other countries, systems of rural
credit have been put into operation which have flot oniy re-
lieveti thse farmer but have put bis enterprises upon a footing
of easy accomplisbmeint.

"Thse countries in which agriculture was steadily languish-
ing because wholly unpiirofitiible have seen their farming lands
blossom again and their people turn once more Isopefuliy
to thse soul for a living. Our farmers must have sirnilar
means affordeti tbem of handling their financial needs easily
anti incxpensively. They shoulti be furnisheti these facilities
before theirenterprises ianguish, not afterwards.

Problem of Credits.
"And they wlll be. This is our next task and duity. Not

only is a governiment commission about to report which is
charged witb advising thse Congress of thse best mnethods yet
employed ini thîs matter, but thse Department of Agriculture
bas undertaken a series of systemnatie studies of the whole
problemn of rural credits. Thse Congress and thse executive
-working together will ccrtaînly afford the needeti macbinery
oif relief andi prosperity to the people of thse cosîntryside andi
that very soon."

Thse first sbipment of toiî3 wheat bas been received- ai
Winnipeg, andi was consigneti to the Ogilvieý Flour Milii
Company.

MARKETING CANADA'S GRAIb

IV.

WIIAT TRANSPORTATION PROBLEMS SUGO

Present System of Handling Needs Enlarging
Modifying

The Board of Grain Commissioners reaiized the 5
demand for interior terminal elevators, and in enidea%
to formulate their poiicy for terminal elevators, it d(
much attention to tbis demand. The grounds for th
mýand arise fromn the general conditions of the present
situation.

The grain fields are rapidiy increasing in area, ai,
rapidly extending f arther west and north. The iesteî
velopment is most marked up to date in Alberta, but thi
struction of the Grand Trunk Pacific will bring- ab
similar development in British Columbia. Thse incre2
acreage, the western and northern extensions of the
fields, and the increase in the total volume of grain
duced, have put a severe strain upon the existing grain
ing system; u.pon tIse supply of rolling stock cars andi
motives; upon the railway yards at Winnipeg and For
liam; upon the amounit of storage at both interior, te,
and eastern points; uipon the inspection departmnent
upon the available tonnage at Canadian Ports both 0
great lakes and on the Atlantic ocean. The strain i
by every part of the system, and no part at the presei
be said to be adequate to the work ahead of it, if th,
duction oif the grain continues to increase.

Great Efforts Are Belng Made.
Jr is often said that too littie is being donc la thi

of increasing transportation and storage facilities ; th
is that great efforts are being made to keep up, with t
creas.e in production. Thse railway companies biave
rnaking serious efforts tu keep up with the 'Situatioi
Fort William andi Port Arthur over IIr,ooo,ooo bush,
extra storage capacity are being bult. Montreal bas
increasing its storage and developing its barboQr, Tj'
spection departiment is being strengthened, and ai en
in moving Canadian grain are doing their best alen
lînes of the present system. Notwithstanding these
the situation is flot satisfactory.

Further, apart from such emergencies as congestic
to export conditions, or to unfavorable climatic cond.
a large increase in the production of grain may Ca
congestion f ar beyond the existing transportation and s
capacîty. The construction.of the Canadian Nortliern
way andi Grand Trunk Pacifie Raiiway cast will urrclox.

do uch to improve mnatters. But even tlsen proti
mîght easily pass the handling capacit.y. Lastly, ana-I
ail such cînergencies the ever occurring car shortag
heart burnings among growers of grain caused thereb
delay in getting inspection returns from Winnipeg, t-
lay in getting outturns from thse terminal elevators, th'~
culies in borrowing money due to such delay, and th,
îng spread between street andi track prices as the ci.
navigation approaches, indicate that the rime to c
whether there slsould not be a special effort made, not
to enlarge, but to modify the present systern o)f ha
grain, bas corne.

Distance Between Fields Terminal Points.
The distance fromr Fort William to Winnipe-, 426

Regina, 783 miles; Moose Jaw, 8î9 miles; Lecthblridit,
miles; Calgary, 1,267 miles; Saskatoon, 93.2 'n'les-;
Albert, 986 miles; Edmonton, î,253 miles.

At present there is flot much storage capacity Pr
on the farm. Terminal elevator storage capaicsty i8
Fort William and Port Arthur. Inspection is done ai
nipeg andi the terminal elevators alone. IJrder thes,
dions shippers of grain, say at Lcthbridge, are suhj,
only to car shortage and high frr-ights, but also to (J
inspection returns and dela yed terminal outturns.
cannot finance on their grain on as good terni,
they knew sooner the grade, weight and docka
their grain, and the greater thse distance fronJ
shipping point to, the terminal the sooner dues the
between, Street andi track prices tend to, appear. it is
natural that grain growers in the More Western sCi
thse grain area ask that inspection be brought nearerth

Okanagair Valley growers will ship i ,ooo cars o
Coliîmibia fruit this seasoni.


