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Williamstown, a short -distance from Melbourne, there is an immense
tract of what we should cati commnon (it is not unlike the marshes near
Eastbourne and Pevensey, but drier), facing the sea, which formns a.deep
bay in this part. It is, I believe, the property of the Defence Depart-
ment,, and is completely covered with rifle ranges, so close together, and
so very a-:biduously shot over, that it was almost .surprising that there
%vas no accident. Besides the military forces, members of nuinerous
rifle clubs -there is a movemnent, we believe, on foot for forming these

lubs in.:o volunteer corps-lire there. There is another ranee at Ues-
tt.rnwvick, in another direction flot fair from MelFourne. With such
facilities and advantages the Victorian soldier should shoot welt; and so
he does. The artillerymen usually shoot out to sen; they have no diffi-
cuùiy in training garrison and field gunners; but the field guns, of which

1,re arc three batteries, labour under the disadvantage of posséssing no
r, gular artillery horses. 'lhey have harness, and an arrangement is
1m.1de witli civilians for supplying the necessary horses when required.

t!hur this would be found to work efficiently in case of need rcmains
1wI. Oc:asionally the guns, or some of them, are horsed and
;.t. It %wuuld, under these circumstances, one would think, be

vtu good drivers; Ïhough, perhaps, Iess so in Australia than
111cr ;oun1tries, is so many men there are accustomed to driv-

-ig and iiding in ail formis. With regard to transport and commissariat
services, there is the same absence of horses, and, moreover, of vehicles
t >o; and hiring arrangements, as above, have been entered into with the
<'ontractors to supply the necessary horses and carrnages complete when-
c' e:r ca'Zlled uipon. It il; possible this would answer very well (being

l.1 -foclit to artillery). -Melbourne is a large city and rich; thete are
i(ý whý Y f horscs, carts, and wagons, &c. Every year lately the troops

vv-cc,1il biu tair exercise for a certain number of days in camp at
jttr it soine distance out of Melbourne, and the transport having
oceen inanaged partly as above, and partly by rail, has been found to
work well. 0f course, the force to be supplied is -not very large.
Accordîng to a report that has just reached us of -a recent mobilization
the Victorian Government seized the opportunity of the sudden inter-
ruption of telegraphie communication with Europe on June 30 last to
order the immediate mobilization of the forces available for the defence
of Melbourne. Perhaps the spirit in which the mobilization was under-
taken could flot be more aptly typified than in the instructions given by
Capt. Thomnas,. in command of the naval forces of Victoria, to his second
in commà'nd. -"I ordered" (so he ieports to the Minister of Defence)
IlLieut.-Com.* the Hon. Hely Hutchinson to . . . proceed with al
despatch to Queenscliff, with written instructions to board ail foreign
men-of-war entering the port, and to* request their captains to anchor at
the Heads, pending further instructions from the government. In the
event of their flot complying with this request, he was ordered to wire to
me, and immediately to retire on Hobson's Bay."

The order to mobilise was given at as inconvenient a season as it is
well possible to conceive, on a Saturday, late in the afternoon, when a
number oi the men had already received and availed themselves of leave
of absence titI Monday. In addition to this it came at a time when the
armament of Nepean and Point F(anklin was in the act of being changed,
and the South Channel fort had flot been handed over to military charge.
A large amount of work in making up and storing ammunition for the
new guns was therefore necessary, which would flot under ordinary cmr-
cumstances have been required. There was a difllculty, too, in finding
the requisite number of stokers.

In the face of ail these drawbacks the resuit attained may appar-
ently be looked upon as very satisfactory. The land forces manned the
forts at the Heads and got everything ready for action. Tbey laid such
mines as could be laid without obstructing navigation, and practised with
elecrric searrhing ligbts and code signalting. The preparations were
considered quite sufficient to prevent the colony being taken by surprise.
Capt. Thomas also descnibes himself as "'well satisfied with the general
efficiency" of the shîps, finding everything in thorough working order in
the torpedo depot and boats, One of the gunboats Ieft to carry out ber
orders on Saturday night at 11.30, five hours after the order to mobilise
was gîven, having been matined and provisioned iAi the interval. "The
nmen of the torpedo depot worked without cessation during the night,
and were ready for action when I inspected them at six o'clock the fol-
lowing morning. *

Ail thii is satisfactory enough, if only we can be quite certain that
an Imperial fleet, so strong that «"it is difficult to conceive of any enemny"
venturing to encounter it, would be duly forthcoming at the proper
moment.

Some severe fighting is reported from the Soudan, which ended in
* '.< it -f tho. Perviqheç. a fnrre of %whrm attarlced Fort Khormoussa,

'i '~ troops. A gunhoat repulsed the

The Rifle.

Rideau Range presented a scene of unusual excitement, on Satur-
day alternoon « 5th inst., the occasion being a challenge match between
No. 2 Company, G.G.F.G., and No. 6 Company, 43rd Rifles, combined
with which the menibers of No. 6 Company held the last competition
for the "Challenge Shield" presented to tbem last spring by the ladies
of New Edinburgh. The lfair sex of that ward tuined out in force to
witness the final competition, and were liberat in applause of Pte. Sho 'rt
the lucky winner. In the first and seaond cbmrpetitions Pte. Short le~
each ti me, and though on Saturdav there were several scores ahead of
him, his lead on the first two occasions proved too mfuch to be over-
corne. His scores were as follows: First 78, second 78, third> 8o, mak-
ing a total Of 236 points, and Pte. Short deserves credit for the manner
in which hie has come to the front in his first season.

In the company match, the tmains consisted of fourteen men a side,
the ranges being 200, 40o and Soo yards, 7 shots at each (the samne as
for the shield). Before the shooting commenced, the prevailing feeling
was that young No. 6 was in for 'a bad beating, the tume being still fresh
in the memories of riflemen when NO. 2 of the Guards beat the rest of
their battalion in a match with ten men a side, and also the 43rd Bn. in
a similar competition. However, when the firing was finished at 200

yards No. 6 was 14 points ahead. This greatly encouraged the Rifles,
but at 400 yards their spirts werç again sent down to zero by the fact
that the Guards had gained 14 points, and the teanis went back to the
last range each with 7 15 poinits. Then came the tug-of-war, both sîdes
winding up with splendid sc3res. Pte. Armstrong, of the Guards, mak-
ing the magni 'ficent total of 96 points, and Sergt. Wm. Short, of the
sanie teani, 89 points. Corpl. Dial, of the Rifles, carne next with 87
points.

When the totals were added up, rnuch to the surprise of everybody,
No. 6 was found to be victorious with a majority Of 29 points.

There can be no doubt but that the wonderful improvement in a
company so lately organized as No. 6 is entirely due to the great impetus
occasioned by their shooting for the handsome "challenge shield" given
to them by the ladies. Saturday's score was as follows:

No. 6 COMPANY, 43RD.

Corpi. Dial................... 87
Capi. Bell.................... 86
Staff.Sergt. W. T. Mason ....... 8
Pte. McJanet ................. 84
Pte. R. A. Brown.............. 83
Pte. J. T. Higginson .......... 8
Pte. <5. Short ................. 8o
Pte. E. W. Gilbert............. 74
Pte. A. Lough.............. 72
Pte. W. Tink ................. 72
Pte. 1. M. Bell ................ 61
Sergt. W. Savage ...... ........ 65
Corpi. W. Larnbkin............ 6o
Pte. W. D. Barnhardt ........... 57

Total ............. 1052

NO. 2 COMPANY, GUARDS.

Pte. Armnstrong, .............. 96
Sergt. Short....... ........... 89
Pte. Wiltshire ................ 8Si
Sergt. Dawson................ Si
Sergt. Codd ................. 8o
Lieut. Gray .................. 8o
Pte. Brown................... 79
Sergt. Newby ................. 77
Sergt. Mailicue................ 75
Sergt. Colman .............. 67
Lieut. Watters............. .. 59
Pte. Lamb ................... 59
Capt. Toiler................. 5
Pte. Stringer ................ 4

Total......... *...... 1023

It will be noticed that the averge shooting of the winning team
ranks as first class, the first ten men averaging over 8o, and the whole
teani averaging over 75 points. The range totals were: 200 yards,
Rifles, 364, Guards, 3«50; 400 yards, Rifles, 35if, Guards, 365; 500

yards, Rifles, 337, Guards, 308.

THE OTTAWA RIFLE CLUB.

After a Iong holiday, since early August, the Ottawa Rifle Club re-
sumed on Saturday afternoon last their series of spoon competitions.
The day was a perfect one, the light being good and scarce a breath of
wind stirring. High scores prevailed, as will be seen from the list ap-
pended. The ranges were 200, 400 and 500 yards, seven shots at eacb,
and standing position at 200. The tie for the first spoon was shot off,
Major Anderson winning with three bull's eyes:

Major W. P. Anderson..
Capt. J. Wright ......
A. Pink ...........
J. P. Nutting. ..
Capt. C. F.Co..
E. D. Sutherland ...
F. W. Smith ........
C. S. Scott .........
T. C. Boleov. .......
J. H. Ellis .........
H. H. Gray .... .....
T. Carroill..........
J. D. Taylor .........

30 32 30
29 30 33
27 31 32
29 30 31
27 34 29
28 34 27
26 33 27
23 30 31
24 27 32
28 38 34
29 30 24
22 31 29
16 32 32

{~.E. Hutcheson ......Mlorrison ........
T. McJanet.........
S. M. Rogers.......
W. E. Cooke,........
Dr. Geo. Hutchison ....

JD. Holbrook.. ... *
W.A. Jamieson .... .

F. C. Lightfoot........
Major H. F. Perley..
R. Moodie .... ......
E. Coste ...........

24 27
29 26
21 30
26 28
18 àî
25 24
24 31
27 28
18 29
24 25
19 32
22 25
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