
DOMINION VMEDICAL MONTIILY

paralysie. Hee holds that hysteria is a special psychical state, giving
risc to certain symptoms, which can be rcprodueed *by suggestion
with rigorous exactness in certain subjects and be made to disap-
pear under the sole influence of persuasion.

J3y this iiaeans Babinski confines the syinptorns of classical
hysteria toý those which can be reprodueýed by suggestion. These are
the convulsionis, paralyses, contractures, treinors, and ane.sthesias,
and to tbern he bas given the terr ''pithiatie." Hec has, in fact,
taken olie of Chareot 's maiin ýoniteittioiis, tliat, to be hypnotisable is
týo be hysterical, amid 11iai exalhatioii of suggestibility is common to
hypnosis andi bysteria, and mnade it his criterion of hysteria.

One of the iinost intercstinig deductions from the Babinski view
is that hysterical hcin i-ancstb esia. does not really exist, but that
wlicn present it lias ibeen suggcsted to the patienît by maladroit
exanunation on the part of the physician.

In onc hundrcd consecutive cases of hysteria. Babinski failcd to
discover a single instance of liemi-anestliesia. Thcrc is, hlow'cver, a
gencral coniseisuisý or opiniioni that tiis explaniation is on1ly truce for a
linîiitcd numnber of cases.

Babinski's views have been strong-ly cïiticized, chiefly in the
direction of the value of suggestihility as a crucial test of hysteria.
It has ýbeeni stated that the mna.ority of normal persons arc sug-
gestible. ''To be suggestiblc and to be hysterical arc not synony-
mous. It is gcncrally agreed that sugges'tibility cannot be utilizcd
to descrifie sufficicntly and exclusively the hysterical mind. ilenýce
wec arc lc(1 to consider hyper-suggesti:bility as a symptoru and cifeet
ratlier than a cause of thc mental state associatcd withi lhsteria.''
(Wilson.)

The third itbeory of hysteria to which reference is ruade is that
elaboratcd by Frcud 1 6 the Viennesýe psyc'hologist. lis view is
bascd 0o1 the acceptance of certain doctrines-the determination of
mental processes ýby unconýscions p)bysieal factors, the existence of
what lie cails emotional ''complexes'' wlhich are often in antagon-
ism with each other, and the causation of rnany mental phenomena
as a result of repression. In this, as in Janet's vicw, there is a
recognition of the sub-conscioýus mmnd.

Frcud's psyebulogy of hysteria is, briefly, as follows,: If in a
person two sets of mental or emotionai "complexes" are presenit in
opposition to each other, or a m'entai, or moral, or emotional shock
is reeeived, for example, a physical trauma, a painful impression is
made upon the mmnd. If relief is not obtained in an ordînary way,
as by giving vent to the feelings, or forgetting, the painful emotion
is repressed into the sub-econsciomls strata of the mmnd. There it is


