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SPIRITUALITY OF THE CHURCH — |

)
'

Ol A POPULAR OBJECTION
ANSWERED.

the Church is a mere formalism, that we

substitute rites and ceremonies for inward ©bjrctivns on this ground, their candour and ;
grace that we rely upon thew, and thiok, good sense will discover that so far such objcc- ; Niebuhr, the Gerinan infidel historian, is

The religion of the
to attend Service, to observe Fast-days and - Church ia deeply spiritoal, and fluws forth a prince among historians, and equally so
Saint’s-days—this, it is supposcd, we regard , ﬁ:nmf v:ul'nu, ag it were molten gold, into the ; among skeptics. e tried what is called the
a3 the sum of religion. Were these our views, - Chiristian’s words and dceds as into moulds. | rational, or doubting system, and had experi-

when we have recourse to them, thut merely .

it would be almoct idle to assail them ; for |

what could be more absurd than such teach- , ments, on the Sunday service, on the keeping ! education of his son, he says, that he means
ings? Errors so transparent, so obvious, . f Fast-daye, and Suints’-days, on daily pra- | his boy shall know the old poets, and shall

could hardly be mistaken for truth, ?

But these are not our views, nor are they : own institution ?  1Jus Ile made any thing : but shall be instructed at the same time that

even a tolerable caricature of them, as we
shall presently see: It answers a purpose to
wake such statements. Many take such
representations for fact, and are thereby pre-
judiced, when otherwise they would admit
and cling to the beauty, depth, spirituality,
aud practicaloess of Church-teaching and
order, were they once suffered to behold the
Church as she really is, and more espécially,
were they to drink from her pure and deep
fountains.

Placing then, on the one hand, the sketch
of what we belicve and do, which has just
been given, let us place, on the other, & sketch
of what we really hold, that our readers may
have the means of viewing both in contract,

Itis our firm belief that * without holiness
no man shall sce the Lord."”  The very
cescnce of this holiness we maintain to be
“ the mind of Christ formed in us'” We
regard the formation of the Christ-like wind
asa growth, a daily renewal of our sinful
nature through the inbibing of Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, while we ourselves, watch-
fully, caruestly. strenuously co-operate with
them, We believe, moreover, that our out-
Jife must not only correspond to our inward,
but s0 express and embody it, that our lives
shall be * fruits of the spirit,” wamfesting in
their course true faith snd love towards God
and wman ; or, if we be allowed to vary the
illusteation, wehs woven of. worde and deeds
of which the very substance is holiness. We
regard the Christian as but a stranger and
pilgrim here, 8o endeavoring to * pass through
thiugs temporal, that he fually lose not the
things cternal ;' a * casting away the works
of darkness, and putting on the srmour of
light, now in the time of this mortal life © *
that in the last day he wmay rise to the life
immortal ; in short, a8 living to purify himself
from sin, and prepave himself for the presence
of God, by a holy obedience flowing from
divine grace, which works to change, and
changes to transform our whole nature. Qur
prayer is, in the beautiful and solemn words
of the Church, words clear and impressive as
they are beautiful; * Grant that we, being
-regencrate and made thy children by adop-
tion and grace, may daily be rencwed by thy
1loly Spirit, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Such is the teaching of our Church, and
the sum of it is this :~—

Firat, we muet be regenerate, and made
childeen of God through adoption and grace ;

« %
in otker words, we muet rcceive God's
Spirit, the. reception of which into the
soul, as leaven into a mass of meal, we
call regeneration.  Second, we. must be
daily renewed, that is, freed from sin, and
created avew in Christ, by the duily working
of this same spitit in leavening our natures,
aud subjecting thew to its own laws; and
Third, our lives must be an cmbodying of
what we are thus inwardly made, that as by
the * holy inspiration” of Gud, we arc enabled
to “ think those things that are good,” so by
this * mercifol guidivg we may prefonn the
same."” -

Is this to substitute rites and ceremonies
for inward grace? Ts this to rely upon them
spart from God's grace, and imagine, when
we have recourse to them, that no more is

required P ls this to regard Baptism, Con-
firmation, Holy Communion, Fast-days, and
Sniniw'-days, as the whole of rcligion? What
arc such amertions but distortions aud mis-
represcntations of what the Church ﬁrmlyl
believes anid constantly teaches P They may
indecd scive a purpose, and prejudice gener- |
ous and well-meaning minde against the |
Church but they cannot serve this purpose
long. The truth must prevail. 1t will flash |

forth in its heavenly bLrightucss and power.,

holdieg.

tions are groundless,

But is not great steess laid upon Sacra- |

yer?  Doubtless, Sacraments are of Christ's |
without bestowing upon it cfficacy ?  Bebold ;
unture in her golden round, and on what has |
Helaid His haud without marking it with |
lis wisdom, and bestowing upon it some gift?
Has e not pointed to the water-and-spirit

birth?  Has He not said, * my flesh is meat i from his infancy a firm faith in all that I have

indeed, and iy blood is driuk indeed P i

Divine service bus ite peculiar blessing. l
Ilas not Christ said, *where two or three are !
gathered together in My name, there am 1in :
the midst of them ?” Are not these the
Almighty's words, “In all places where I shall
record my nume, I will come unto thee, and I
will bless thee 2" Did not the Apostles and
their converts assemble daily in the temple ?
Did not Christ teach ** daily in the temple P”
Wherein did Tle neglect the prescribed daily
worship of Ilis housc ? Do not his acts and
the acts of 1lis Apostles speak more forcibly
than words ?  They are eloguent voices ever
in our cars, and shining examples ever before
our eyes, Shall we be wrong if we hear and
imitate P

Again.  Did not Christ prescribe fasting
and prayer?  Did he not observe the Feasts
and Fasts of the Jewish Church? Are we
wrong for having regular stated times of
fasting and - prayer ? and also of solemn joy-
and thauksgiving for our manifold blessings P
Is regularity in our great duties to be set
nside P Are we in crror while treading in
Christ’s steps? Do llis steps lead to the
hollow and formal P

The rites and observances, now mentioned,
we justly prizc as means of inward holiness, as
channels of grace. We do pot view them as
religion itself.  We do not put them in place
of inward holiness, of daily renewal, but re-
gard them as we have just remarked, as hal-
lowed means thereto. © We have recourse to
them in obedience to God, in imitation of
Christ ; and having recourse to them in faith,
in humility, in carnestness of heart, in sorrow
for sin, shall we receive no blcsaing? Will
no spiritual, refreshing, healing influence flow
through them as channcls into our souls?
Have God's prowises failed ? Has He spo-
ken, and yet cannot perform P How cau we
look upon Ilis Sacraments lightly? What
right have we to scparate the iuward grace
from the outward form? Shall we, in our
wisdom, endeavour to make the rivers flow,
but not in channels? ~ Shall we, to iinprove
wan’s earthly condition separate the soul
from the body, its dwelling place ?  Shall we
preserve the life of the tree by severing it from
the woed in which it lives? By God's own
hand bave the .inward and outward been
vnited. s it ours to wreach thewm asunder?

Thus, while we value the iustitutions of
God, we do not misplace them. We endea-
vour to use them as He directs. They but
little uanderstand our system, who suppose
that we regard the form and not the life, the
outward act, and not the inward state of faith
and love. Were we to rest in the sacraments
as ends, our error would indeed be grievous.
Were we to put partaking of them for holiness
of heart and life, we would be most culpable?
If we imagined that they would act as charms
independent of fitness in the receiver, our
teaching would be perilous.  But though we
are often said, sfter this manner to regard
them, yet nothing is farther from our thoughts
or more abhorrent to our feelings. We can-
sider lloly Communion, for examnple, as a
means of grace, in order that our lives may be
more strict and holy. Holiness of heart and
life is the very end to which it looks. 1€ we
partake of it unworthily, so far from being
benefited, we eat and drink our own condem-

nation.

i all our spiritual wants?

So much in illustration of the Church. Let
her teaching be viewed, not in caricature, but

i 1t will make its way into and light up the Just as it stande, simple, beautiful, lieart-stir- [
hearts and intellects of men, ' '

If there be any of our readers who belong |
é wot to our own Church, they can now see ' comes home to our better nature, and meets
i what we really hold, and how different it is

1t 7a thought by many that the aystem of from what we are go often represented as !
And if they have entertained |

ring, deep, and who will not adnire, and ad-
miring love, and loving embrace, what 8o

NIEBUHR.
“ A remarkable fact iv the experience of

worth a serious consideration. Nicbuhr was

euce of its withering result. Speaking of the

take the gods and heroes for historicul beings,

the ancients had only an imperfect knowledge
of the true God, and that these geds were
overthrown when Christ came inte the world.
¢ Le shall believe in the letter of the Old and

New Testaments, and I shall nurture tn him

lost, or feel uncertain about.’
What stronger condemnatiop of infidelity
could there be from an infidel source P

Adpertisements.
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MR. R. G. PAIGE,

FIYEACHER of Italian and Englisb Singing

Piano Forte and Organ, &c., baving be
come resident in Toronto, will be bappy to
receive application for tuition in the above
branches of Musical Education,

Residence, No. 62, Church Street.
Torounto, 28th July, 1852,
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M. ANDERSON,
PORTRAIT PAINTEAR.

IN his toar of the British Provinces, has visited
_Toronto for a short tiwe, and is prepared to -
receive Sittings at his Rooms, 103, Youge Street,

Toronto, Dec. 10th, 1852, 25-tf

MR. JULES HECHT,
(Lupil of the Conscreative, Brussels, and Member of the
Sacred Music Society, Frankford on the Main.)

] EGS respectfully to announce, that he is
prepared to resume his justructions in Buglish,
French, ltaliun, or German Vocal Muilc, with liano ac.

companyme it., ’
Applications lelt with Messts. A. & S. Nordheimer, will

receive prompt attention.

‘Torouto, Scptember $th, 1881, G-tf

" HERBERT MORTIMER
BROKER,
ITouse, Land and Genernl Agcnt,

No. 80, KING STREET EAST, TFORONTO,
1 Oppesite St. Jumcs's Church. )

Rurarrxce kindly permitied to J. Cameron, Feq.. T. G.
Ridout, Fsq., Jue. Browne, Esq., W. McMaster. . P,
Paterson, ¥3q., Messrs. J. C. Beckett & Co., Bowesk Hall,
(&Jr?‘wl’ord & Hagarty, Ridout Brothers&Co. ,Ross, Mitcheil

@
‘Twenty years’ Debentures constantly on Sale, at a liberal
disconnt.

Toronto, October 1st, 1852, 5-tf

MR. WILLIAM HAY,
Architeet, Civil ngineer, and Surveyor,
No. 18, King Street, Toronto.

EFFERENCES permitted to the Hon. and

Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Toron-

to, the Rev. John McCaul, LL. D., President of

the University of Toronto—theRev. H. J. Giasett,

M. A., Rector of Toronto—the Rev. 1. S. Ken-

nedy, Secretary to the Church Society, Toronto,
and the Rev. R. J. Macgeorge, of Streetsville.

Toronto, Oct. 14th, 1852, 11-2m

Jo Po Ulu\l‘l(g, MBas. Bac. K. O.

PROFESSOR OF THE PIANO-FORTE,
SINGING AND GUITAR,

Residence, Shuter Street.
Toronto, May 7, 1851. 41 -lly'

T, BILTON,
MERCHEANT TAILOR,
No. 3, Welhington RBuildings,

King street Taronto.
Toronto, February, )853.

;-

MONSIURE E. COULON.
Professor of ¥French. from Paris,
AS the honour to aunounce to the pnblic'
that he will give Lessons in the French
Language, buth Private and in Schools.
REFPERENCES.

Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent of Schools,
Bay Strect; George Duggan,Jr., Esq., Corner
of Adelaide and Shepherd Streets, where the
Advertiser resides.

Toronto Nov., 25, 1852.

DR. BOVELL,

John Street, near St. George's Chureh,
TORONTO. ‘
Torontn, January 7th 1882,

JOEN CRAIG,
GLASS STAINER,
Flag, Banner, and Ornamental Painter
HOUSE PAINTING, GRAINING, &c., &ec.

No. 7, Waterloo Buildings, Toronto.
Septembter 4th, 1851,

WILLIAM HODGINS,

ARCHITECT and CIVIL ENGINEER,
LONDON, CANADA WEST.
February, 1852,
M. CAIARLES MAGRATII,
RBarrister, Attorney, &c. &c.

FFICYE: Cotner of Churchand Colborne

Streets, oppusite the side entrance (o Beano's

MR. S. J. STRATFORD,
SURGEON AND OCULIST,

Church Street, above Queen Strect, Toronto

The Toronto Dispensary, for Discases of the .
EvEe, in rear of the same.
-t

Toronto, Jannary 13th, 1837.
TTW. MORRISON,

Watch Maker and Manufueturing Jeweler,
SILVER SMITH, &c.

17-8in
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Hotel,

No. 9, KING STREET WEST, TORONTO. .

NEAT and good assortment of Jewellery, '
Watches, Clocks, &e. Spectacles, Jewellery |
and Watebes of all kindas wade and repaired to erder.
& Usmont value given fur old Gold aud Silver,
Toronto; Jan, 28, 1847, 6l

~ MR. CIIARLES RAHN.

SURGEON DENTIST,

BEGS to acquaint his numerous friends, and
the public generally,that he has just returned
from New York, where he has been spending
some time with Professor John Allen, of the
College of Dental Surgeons, Cinecinnati, from
whom he has been acquiring a knowledge of the
late great improvement in Dentistry, viz: that
of uniting single teeth to each other and to the
plate upon which they are set, by means of a
fugible silicious cement, which is Howed in and
around the base of the teeth upon the plate in
such a manner, as to form a continuous artificial
gum. By this method the cavities between the
teeth, which are unavoidable in the nld style, are
completely filled up leaving no chance for secre-
tions of any kind, and giving a perfectly natural
and life-like appearance to the gum and tecth.
Specimens may be seen at bis Office, on the
corner of Bay and Melinda Streets. Office Hours
from9a.m.to6 p. m.
Tevms—~Cnsh—withount exception.
-This important improvement has been patented
by Dr. Allew in the United States, and steps have
been taken to procure Palents in England and
France. Dr. A. has authorized Mr. Rbhan to give
instructions in this beautiful art to educated gen-~
tlemen in the profession, on moderate terms. -
N.B.—Mr. R. offers & friendly challenge to all
the Deantists of British North America to compete
with him at the approaching Provincial Exhibi-
ton, for a Gold Medal, value £12 10s. to be left
to the judgment of the Professors of Toronto
University, and of Trinity College.
‘Toronto, Sept. 17, 1852. 1-tf

DYEING AND SCOURING.

62, King Sitrect West. Toronto.
DAVID SMITH,

FROM S8COTLAND.

EVERY description of Ladies’ and Gen-
tlemens® wearing apparel, Moreen and Damask,
Bed and Window Hungings, Table Cloths of all kinds,
cleancd and dyed. Hearth vogs and Carpets cleaned. Silks.
dyed and watered ;3 Velvet aud Satin dresses restored to
thefr original beauty. Castmere and Plaid Shawle snd
Br:;se: cleaned v a superior maurer. Straw Bonuets
yed.

Rarzrences —J. Shaw, J. McMurrich, and Walter Mac-
farlane, Hsqnires. :
Toronto, Mareh 9th, 18532, 32.tf -
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