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THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.
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it, 'mey wounld not fail to Bnd, that 1be _p;moply of love 13 mare
'impenelrable to the mtaclis\nf;ndvc;s;mgs thun that of stecl. '

We begin with individuals. \Will privato persons by u l_llﬁ’.ri!I
adherence to the “precepis of loving our enemies, not resisting
evil, and especially retu_rning good for evil, rmher‘ iavite thpn

vessen their injuries 2 Will they be xmmpled upon wnll'l impunity
hy u patient enduraace of wrongs? 'On this point we will reply in
the language of no-less. an.anthority amongst- divines than Dr.
UnaLMERs, In acourse of lectures delivered in the Universi-
1y of Edinburgh in 1838 he speaks in the following terms :--~

«« Dr. Paley considers that the rules which are laid down In the
sermon on the mount on the subject of non-resistance, are to be
obeyed in spirit, bat not in the letter ; I think, however, that teo
wuch liberty is taken with the literalities of Scripture. We have
juat a slight observation to make, on what Paley says as to the
effects of the christian character en society ; more especially if
the precepts of meekness and non-resistance were fully carried
into eficct. The first imagination is, thiat if n christian wereto
practice a literal sdherence to the precepts of not resisting evil,
and when any man smites himon one cheek of turningto lhim the
other,he would be tradden down by the selfishness of those around.
There are, however, many beauntiful examples to the contrary ;
auch: as the estimation in which the Quakers are held, and the
general respect and good liking which ure felt towards the Mora-
vians, and the quiet which is enjoyed by an inoffensive maa ; all
proving that ilwe had the courage to enter on the precepts of the
ospel, its promises, which are fog < the life which now Is,”” as
well as ** that which is fo come,” would never fuil us. . Wehave
Jong been persuaded, thet an adherence to these: maxims would
npt be hortful to the interests of the individual, but would rather
be advaniageous to them. Amauthor, whose name 1 forget, gives
mn interesting ac'c‘duﬁt"o__f the Quakers* during the Irish rebellion,
=t the close of the lastcentiry, when no neutrality was allowed.
They had many hair-breadth escapes, but ouly one actually suf-
ferad, and he ‘deserted his principles, and {ell in baitle. *And
that these precepts are binding on individuals, without mitigation
or any qualifying clanses, T am strongly inclined to believe ; and
I amsure, that if we would venture on them, we should find a

- quiet walk in this world as well as a safe walk to heaven.””

But, separate from the opinions of fullible men, we lay it down
a3 a trath establislied by the most satisfuctory proofs, that a per-
son of a humble, pacific spirit, lends the most quiet life. Isit not
seen, that an inotfensive deportment, cspecially when it is united
10 uprightness and senctity, preserves ‘its professor” from muny
quarrels in which others are involved, and from many injaries
which the quarrelsome sustain ? *“Who,’ inquires Dr. Worcester,
““are the persons in society . that most frequently receive insult
and abuse ? Are they the meek, the benevolent, and the for-
bearing? Do tliese more ‘commonly have reason o complain,
than persons ol quick resentment, whe are ready to fight on the
least provocation ? There are three sects of professing christiaus re-
markably pacific, nnd which, as sects, are peculiar in their opinions
respecting the lawlulness of war, and the right of repelling injury
by violence. Now, wae ask, deesit appear from expericuee, that
their forbearing spirit brings on them a greater portion of injury
and insult than is espericnced by peaple of ather sects 2 Is not
the reverse of this-true in fact > There may indeed be some
‘instances of such gross depravity, asa person’s taking advantage of
their pacific character, to do them -injury, with the hope of im-

- pmnity: - But.in general, it.is helieved, their pacific principles and
spiritacnmmand the esteem even of the vicious, and operaie as a
shield from insult and abuse. . B )

** The question may be bhronght home to everysociety. How
s¢ldom do children of a mild, forbearing temper, experience insuft
or injury, compared with the waspish, who will sting il touched ?
The same inquiry may be made in respect to persons of those op-
posite descriptions of every age, and in every sitnation of life ;
and.the resuit will be favourable to the point in question.”

Let the question now be seutled by * the law and the testimo-
ny.”” “Fhe apostle Peter in urging upon the primitive christians
the daty of rendering good for cvil, nssures them that by this me-

- thod the comforts of life will be secured, the favour of God en-
"gaged, and the malice of men in a gréat measare dissrmed. e
.declares that meekness and patience, n virtuous und pencsable
life, are the way for christians to be prescrved, and to eseape
numnberless evils ; for God- approves of such as behave in that
manner, and mankind in general ure disposed to treat then kindly:
¢ Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing : but contrari~
wise blessing’; knowing that ye aro thereunto called that ye
should inherit a blessing.”’ ' = '
' “TForhe'that will love life, anil see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, ¥ '
And his lips that they speak no guile :
Y.et him eschew evil, and da goed ;
Let him seek peace and ens te [pursue] it. .
Tor the eyes of the T.onl are over the righteous,

And his ears are open (o rheir prayers :
But the face of the Lord is agminst them that do ¢vil.

.

 And who ishe that will harm you, if ye be followers of that
which 1s grod 2 But, and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake,
happy are ye ; and be not afraid of their lerror, neither be trou-
bled.”” And we may boldly ask, Who is he that will harm the
man who overcomes evil with good, and who by feeéding his ene-
my when hungry, heaps coals of fire on his head ? Of the strik-
ing effect of the moral power of a pacific and friendly course to-
wards enehlies, we have a beautiful instance in the history of
Jacob and Esau. The latter resolved upon a bloody revenge from
the time that Jacob stole his blessing, which nwrderous°resolm
he kept for tventy years; aud on being infarmed of the -approach
of his brother on returning from Laban, he collected four hun-
dred men, snd went out to meet him with a view 10 be revenged
upon him for fraudulently obtaining his birthright and blessing.
Jacob was timely advised of this hastile movement of his brother,
bot instead of preparing to defend himself and company, be de-
teriined to overcome evil with good. e first implored the divine

*The authnr referred tn is Thomas Hancock. Dr, Clalmers might alsa have
#poken as favornbly of the safety of the Moravians. * During the rebellion
inTreland in 1793, the rebels it is stated, had long meditated an nitack on the
Maravinn settlement at Grace-hill, Wexford «county. ~ At length, in fuldl-
Inent of their threats, a Inrge hody of thein marched to the town. But the
vigravians, true to their principles in this trying emergency, did not meet
tiem in arms 3 bl assembling in their place of worship besovghit Jehovah
tahe their shieldnad protector in the hour of danger. The hostile bands,
who had expected nn armed resistance, were struck with astonishment at »
#ight so unexpected and impressive ; they heard the prayers and praises of
the Maravians;'they listened to their supplica(ions 'in their own. behalf;
_and after lingering in the streets 2 whole day snd night, they with one con-
#eat turnsd and marched away, without having injureld en individual.”

1

lp:olectinn and favour, and then sent a princely present to his mur-
‘derous fue, directing his servants also o call Esav, hislord.  How
completely Jucob heaped coals of fire on his brother’s head, or in
other words, sebdued his mortal enmity by this course, is well
known to every reader of scripture history. ¢ And Jncob lified
up his eyes, and behold Esau came, and with him four hundred
men. And he bowed himseif to the ground séven times, until he
came near his brother.  And Esau ronto meet him, and emiraced
him, and fell on hisneck and kissed him, and they wepl.”’
Gen. xxxiii. IHere was a triomph of love, condescension, and
heneficence, - over enwmity, revenge, and malevolence! ~In g
similar way Abigsil, the wifo of Nabal, happily succeeded in
turning away the fierce anger of Davig and his men of war. See
1 Sam, xxv, chap. ‘The history of Suul and David furnishes other
examples of the mornl power of the pacific and friendly course.
On two diflerent occasions, when Saul with his warriors were
seeking to destroy David’s life, the latter had opportunities of
slaying the Hebrew monarch. He refained however, from killing
Saul, which act of clemency so affected the king, that he uttered
the following langnuge, ‘1 have sinned : return iy son David :
forI will nn moro do thee harm, hecnuse ny son] was precious
in thine eyes this day.”” 1 Sam. xxvi. chap. o )

And the history of_the world presents a multitnde of examples
in fuvour of the utility and expediency of perfectly following the
precepts and example of Christ, in respect to non-resistance, and
overcoming evil with good. . From a:nuthber of coses beforo us,
we select the following :--*¢ A Moravian missionary, in the deso-
late regions of the north was attacked by a savage. The Indian
pointed a loaded gun at his bosomn, and was ready to lgy him
corpse athis feet. ‘The missionary with the gentlencss of'a lamb,
and with the moral courage and faith of a christian, looked the
{ngian {ull in the face, and said, ¢ you caonot shoot me, unless
Jesus' Chirist permit you.”” The countcnance of the savage
chong2d, his gun fell, and he turned 'ond went away.”” In the
early part of the year 1833,-an agent ol the Bible Socioty, was
travelling in the BMexican province of Texas. ¢ His course lay
through a piece of woods, where two men waylaid him with
murderous intentions ; one having a gun, the other a large club,
As he appronched the place of their concealment, they rushed
towards him ; but finding that no resistance was offered, they
ueither struck nor fired. He began to rerson with them ; and
presently they seewed less eager to destroy him in haste.  After
a short time, he prevailed upon them to sit down with him upon
a log, and talk the matter over deliberutely ; and finally he per-
suaded them 10 kneel with him in prayer ; afier which they
parted with him -in a friendly manner.””  And this is the direet
tendency of a pacific and benevolent course ; it touches a chord
in every human heart ;_it has influence with the most abandoned;
it has power even .with the assussin. -

Nor is this meant aa a mere emphatic declaration which is to be
tzken with some diminution of its obvious impaort.  We have no
doubt, that a traveller would be 'more securg nmang, uncivilized
and barbarons people, where assanlts and agsussinations are {re-
quent, without arms than with them, provided it were known,
that he was unarmed. - The whole history of Blissionary institu-
tions is a proof of the correctness of this epinion., T'he missionury
talies up his ibode among a pcople of lerocious habits ; he has no
military arms for lis defence, but is in that respect utterly exposed
and defenceless;, And yet lie is enlirely secure ; far move so,
than il he were girt round with the unholy protection ol weapans
of war. In Ramond's Travels in the fyrenees, speaking of the
desperate Spanish Sinugglers, he suys, ** These smugglers are ns
‘adroit as they are determined, are familiarised at all times with

is a never-fuiling shot, and certainly wou!d be a subject of dread
to most travellers ; for where are they to be dreaded more than
in deserts, where crime has nothing to witness it, and the fecble
no assistance. As for myself, alone and unarmed, Thave met
them without anxiety, and have accompanied them without fear,
We have little to appreh&nd from men whom we inspire with no
distrust or envy, and every thing to expect in those, from whom
we claim only what is due from mman- to man.. The sssassin hns
Leen my guide in the defiles of the boundaries of Ttaly ; and the
smuggler of the Pyrenees has received me with a welcome in his
sccret paths. Armed, Ishould have been the enemy of boik ;
unarmed they have alike respecled me. In such cxpectation, I
liave long since laid aside all. menpcing apparatas whutaver. Arms
may, indeed, be employed agninst the wild beast, but no one
should forget that they ure no delence against the traitor; ‘that
they.irritate the wicked, and intimidate the simple ; lastly, that
‘the man of peace, among mankind, has a muach more sacred de-
ifence—his character.” - ' W oL

We may now tarn from individuals and [rom classes of nien'to
slates and nalions. Now if it is seen, that a friendly, pacific
course in an individual, saves himfrom many quarrels in which
others are engaged, why should it not be so with nations too ? Like
causes produce like effects ; and if nations were as exemplary in
the virtues of patience, returning good for cvil,~ete. as individuals
are, and as careful to avoid giving offence, and as slow in taking .it
--the number of Lheir wars, to say the least, would be astanishingly
diminished. The unarmed Quakers in America, aud Ireland,
wero preserved amidst scenes of the greatest cruelty and desola-
tion. ** Strangers passing by their houses, and sceing them un-
injured, with ruins on either hand, would frequently without
knowing to whom they belonged, say that they were Quakers'
houses. Now we ventare to maintain tHat no reason whatever
can be assigned, why the fate of the Quakers would not be - the
fute of il who, relying an the protection of the Prince of Peace,
should adopt their conduct. No reason’can be assigned why, if
their number had been muliplied fen-fold ¢r « hundred-fold,
they would not have been preserved. If there be such a reason,
letus hear it. The American and Irish Quakers were, to the
rest of the commuonity, what one nation is {o a continent. And
we must require the advocate of war to prodnee (that which has
never yet been produced) o reagun for believing, that although
individuals'exposed to destruction were preseryed, a nation ex-
posed to destruction would be destroyed.”? 5

A national example of a refusal to bhear arms, has only been once
exhibited to the world : but that one example has proved, so far
as its political circumstances enabled it, ali that humanity counld
desire, and all that scepticism could demand, in favor of our argu-
ment.  We refer to the government of Pennsylvania under Wil-
liam Penn.  Pennsylvania was colonized by men. who. believed
that war was absolutely incompaiible svith christianity, and. who,

peril, and march in the very fice ofdeath ; their first movement!
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fight, they maintained no soldiers, and pussessed no arms.  They «
planted themselves ina country that wus survonnded by savages,? o
und by savages who.knew they were unarmed. -.If ensiness:ofry.
cenquest, or incapability of defence, could subject them to qut~ 4

raga, the Pennsylvanians might have been the vary sport of vie-:.i
lence. Plunderers might have rabbed them twithout 'retaliation,” &
and armies might have sliughtered them without resistance., I
thay did not give a temptation to outrage, no temptation couldibeys =
given.  Tho English, tha Dutch, aud indeed oll preceding seitlersyz
with their fighting principles, had been involved in per'pelual hos-7.
tilities with the natives, But the peaceful settlers of Pennsyl-"""
vania were the people who posscssed their country in security) '
whilst those around them were trembling for their existence. This®
was a' land of peace, whilst every other wus a land of war ;,-.
affording us, to ndopt the language of the Edinburgh Review, ¢.u
Inrge though solitary example, of the fucility which they, who are.
really sincere nnd friendly - in their viows, may live in . harmony .
wilh‘zlmsé who are supposed to be poculiarly fierce and faith-
less. : ;

The security and quist of Pennsylvania was not a (rangient. -
freedom from war, such as might Accidentally happen to any pa- "
tion. She continued to enjoy it for more than seenty years, and
subsisted in the midst of six Indisn nations, without so much as a.
militin for her defence, and-never during the administration of .
Penin, or that of his proper successors, was thero a quarrel or” n
war.  And during this period the colony continued to flonrish, 3;
and its increase ol populution was unexampled. N TS

And when was the security of Pennslyvanjn molested and. itsi:f; ;
peace destroyed ?---When the men who had directed its counsels,’ ;-
and who would nol engage in war, were oulvoled in ils legisla-":
ture :---when they who supposed thalthere was greater securily in 7
the sword than in christianily, became the predominating bedy.. -
From that hour, the Pennsylvaniang transfurred their confidence’ -
in christian principles, to a confidence in their arins ; and from, *
{hat hour to the preseut they have been subject to war. Such is”
the evidence, derived from n national example of .the conge-
quences of n pursuitof the christion policy in relation to war.
‘I'he only national apportunity which the virtue of the christian
world has afforded us, of aseortaining the safety of relying upon
God for defence, hos determined that it.is safe. Now, azre'the
Kuropean powers worse than the savages of Jmerica ? For il
not, why should it he thought that a nation ol christendom acting
.on the righteous prineiples of Willinm Penn would be destroyed,
end that too by other christinn powers 2 We kncw, muéh oy =
be said of the complicnted relations of European states as nflect-
ing the questien : but if" the Quaker had ‘never made the experi-
ment of establishing a colony upon peaceable principles, the. ad-
vacates of War would have deemed it ns imprifcticable and chi-
meérical as for a nation of Europe to act upon thase pritciples 2 In
the interview of Charles 1. with William Penn, when the latter: .
was about to suil for America, the following dialoguo toele.y!:

o
N

place iaae « ) . Yo Lo

! am just come to bid thee farewell,” . said Penn (@ 'ﬂ’c,"'/%é
Ling. ' S ’ C R ’l'\‘\f} f‘,";
(¢ What ! venture yourself among the savages of North Amorica-

Why man, what security have you that..you will not be . theiry
war-kettle in two howrs after setting foot ‘on their shores 2”? o

““The best security in the world,"” replicd Penn. C e

T doubt that, friend Willium ; 1 have no iden of any security”

against those cannibals but in a regiment of good soldiers, with
itheir muskets and bayonets.  And mind I tell you beforehand,
that, with all my good will for youn and your family, to whom 1
am under obligations, [ will not send a single soldier with you.”

I want none of thy soldiers,” answercd Penn. I depernd
on something better than thy soldiers.””

But christians in our day seem to think that soldiers and the ap-
.paratus of war, are the best.means of ‘protection undar heaven!
‘They seem to be slow to believe that ““justice is stronger than ram-
.parts 3 innocence is mighticr than armies ; forgiveness is flecter
than swift ships.” : C :

In the light of the fucts now adduced, we ask Marmion to pro-
duce one single instunce in the history of man, of a person who
had given an unconditional obedience 1o the will of heaven, and
who did ot find that bis conduct was wise ng well as vitluous, that
it accorded with bis inferests as well as his duty 2 Woask the
same question in relation to the peculiar obligations to. non-resist-
’anco,/ Again, will Marmion produce one single ipstance. in the hlﬂ-' :
:toyy of the world, of a nation who acted upon'the principles ot
William Penn, and yet were crushed and subjuguted 2 We have,”
219 true, scen nations submitting to an ignominious yoke, impell- -
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:ed by fear or imbecility ; but where the principles of action are to-
ally different, we have no right o predict similar results.  And
yet, without a single fact (o support his position, Marmion has
the courage to write of the danger of the pacific- spirit in a commu--
nity ! Far nations to obey Jesus Christ, and love their enemies,
returning'good for evil, and doing unto-others as they wanld they
should do unto them, Marmion ﬁmrs «s would accomplish imore-
mischielthan the wildest dogmas of the sens culoties facticns of re-
publican France.’” He would have us believe that the civilized.
nations of modern times are such bands of plunderers, that to act .
us William Penn did, and Great Britain would soon’ lose her is-
lands and colonies? Now, we doubt this, and in the absence off
all proof cannot believe it. There is no glory in beating down the
waak and defenceless. Nothing but the deepest meunness could
induee a nation to attack a defenceless people, whose only prepa-
ration for insult was a spirit of forgiveness, whose only return for
wrong wus a kiss. No laurels would be gathered on such n fieid
ps this, and the commander who should be sent to erush to.the
dust such a pedple, would shoot himsell for shame. "With Dr. 3.
Pye Smith we say, * there arc but few warriors, who would not
draw back their sword, before any one who would go te them; aﬁt(i*“.{;vi
say that they could not, from principle, resist, hut would ratherst’
lose their own lives than take away that of their foe. There, was
a charm in it which wonld 'go far to unnerve the wost swvage op-,
ponent.” The fashion of settling disputes at the point of the sword
has been pursved long enough 10 convince the most prejudiced ob2.i4
server that it is attended with incalenloble mischicf Ts it "ndﬁi‘;'
then at Jeast worth while to try whether a contrary method. might i\
not he productive of less evil 2 It cannot possibly succeed worse : -
ut'it may have unspeakahbly happicr vesalts.  And inthe only in-
stance on record, in which such a Jine of policy has been steadily
adopted, it-proved completely successful. e
Ilere our space oblizes us o conclude for ‘the pr&sé’ﬁgguzL;Wo,"gﬁ
must beg the patience of Marmion and all our readers for, anothér.® «:
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.therefore, resolved not to practjse. [leving deterinined. not to!

week, when we hopeto conclude our reply. Tl{x‘Ep:toR,{f};}j
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