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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUARY.
Tun, 4—Quinquagesima, (Notice of Ash Wed-
nesday).

“ 7—Asu WebnespAy. (Pr, Pss. M. 6, 32,
38. L. 102, 130, 143. Commina-
tion service).

[The forty days in Lenlare to bo observed
as Days of I'asting or ubsunence. Ash Wed-
nosday Coll. to be used duily].

“ 11—1st Sunpay IN LENT.  (Notice of Em-
ber Days, Ember Coll, Daily.

{3 14__

“ ](i—-—} Iimper Days.

g

* 18—2nd Sunday in Tent, (Notice of St.
Mutthias).

“ 24—Sr, Marruias. Ap. & M (Athanasian
Creed).

“ 25—3rd Sunvay IN LiENT.

NOTES ON THE EPISTLENS.

By que Rev. IL W.—Lxr'rl.z, Recror Hony
Turintry, Sussex, N.B,

(Author of ' Arrows for the King's Archers,” etc.)

Tue Fimsr SuNpAy IN LENT,

“ The day of Salvation.”—II Cor, vi, 2.

L—Our presont lifo is * tho duy of salvalion,”
the groal opportunity in which tho graco of
God i freoly oflored to ovory son of Adam,
through Josus Christ, The Church, as one
with Chrisl, unites with Ilim in declaring the
sufficioney of His work completed for the ro-
conciliaticn of man to God : * that wo might be
mado tho righteonsness of God in Iim,” Ch, v,
21, “God mado Him who knew no sin to be
sin, in order that wo might be made (not
rightoous porsong, that was not {ull enough
bat) Righteousness itself : and thore 1o stuyed
not yot,—not overy Righteousness, but the
Righteousness of God 1limself. What further can
bo said? What can bo coneeived more com-
fortablo?" Bp. Androwes. This is tho groat
Lienton mossagoe of tho Church.  Her enll to her
childron at this scason is to considor with all
soriousness tho atoning and restorative work of
hor gront Hond.,  And the Apostle ndds n grave
note of wurning, He oxhorts to a ready and
full use of prosent opportunitios to embrace and
opon tho wholo man, body, soul and spirit, to
the influonce of the Divine Liove. The graee of
Giod may be received “in vain” It may bo
rosiatod or noglected, or rostrioted in its powor
by indifloronce, unbeliof, siu, noglect of monns
of spiritusl help, and espocially of tho sacra-
monts and ordinances and sacred ministrations
of the Church. To oxamine himself as to his
attitudo towards thoso channols and springs of
grace, so bountifully protided for him in “the
Dpdy'" is the primary duty of every baptised
porson ab this season, 1t thbro is any failure it
is not in the provision mado for light and
strongth, or in the tonder solivitude of our
Heavenly Father, but in the recipient, who by
coldness or misuse or nonuse of “ the arms of

righteousness on the right hand and on the left,”
i.e, offensive and defensive weapons, with
which every Christian soldier is furpished for
attack as well as defence, against his spiritual
enemies, '

I1.—The timeis ‘“aceepted” of the Father,
that is, tho sacrifice of the Son Incarnate hav-
ing heen accepted by the Father on bebalf of

the race, and his prayers heard, we have a
divine assurance (Is. xlix. 6, 8) that the Grace
proftered by God to all in Christ will, if it bs
duly used, be available for their everlasting sal-
vation. This present life is ‘* the timo” in which
the mercy and condescension of God is to be
met by fuith and penitenceand love on the part
of the fallen childI;en of Adam; *“the day’ in
which Eternal Life and liberty from the thral-
dom of Satan is to be laid hold of and secured.
The passage of time in the passing away, to too
many of opportunities, Mon are indifferent to
this fact. The great business of the soul—re-
conciliation with God-—is treated as an intru-
sion upon the attention and time and affections
of mankind. With Christian peoplo in too
great a measure this is also true. Temporal
things possoss the heart and engross the life;
the things eternal nre relegated to * & more con-
veniont season.” The Church, by her Lenten
souson, seeks to arrest the attention of the world
to the reality of the unseen, to the importance
of the “hidden things,” to tho priceless valuc
of “the one thing needful”—Peaco with God
and Lifo in Him—to call her children away
from a fretful excitement about tho *many
things” of mere worldliness of thought and ac-
tion. The fuss and folly and emptiness of much
that engagos even those who are pledged to the
sorvico of God,

1I[.—First, the ministry is to be oxercised
with every care, thst mo inconsistencies or
weaknessos of the messenger of reconciliation

may mar or weaken tho effect of the message;
in other words, that no stumbling block may
be put in the way of God’s “little ones” which
may hinder thom from receiving meekly tho
engrafted Word which is ablo to savo their
souls, St, Jumes i, 21,

The laity are partakors of this respousibility
for recommending true religion to those around
thom, 80 a8 to win thom ever to, and keep them
in tho Truth and Love of God. Tho passuge
before us suggests a suitable manner of walk
for all who ‘“profoss and call thomselves Chris-
tinns,” 1. Porsonal purity is nocessary—to be
clothed with vighteousness. Influence for good
woakenod and even destroyed by single acts of
inconsintoncy. It is for all at this season, if
thoy would find it for them an “aecepted time”
and a “day of salvation” to look to 1t that the
smallor foults are forsakon, and yot “ frot the
garmont” so sadly—the baptismal robe of

writy and honour and charity. 2, Solf-deny-
ing lubour, and a regular obsorvance of devout
oxercisos—prayer, confession, Bible study, pub-
lic worship, acts of charity and mercy. What
do wo more than othors ? St. Matt. v, 7, is a
uscful Lonton question, How doos my life ditler
from that of the unboliever or tho mere world-
ling ? 3, Patienco undor injuries and sufferings :
to bear with meekness tho distress, afilictions,
necossitics which comes upon him in the order
of Providence, and to be long-suftering and full
of kindnoss to his neighbours, to rejoice inhope,
in tho midst of carthly sorrow, To live in the
flesh, but not according to the flosh, to dwell on
earth as citizons of hoaven ; to oboy the lnws of
this lower oxistenco, and yot to soar above
them in their own lives, are somo of the marks
of a true usc of ““ tho day of salvation,”

1V.—Tho mavifostations of the spiritual life.
i. Purenoss. ii. Knowledge of the divine pur-
pose in giving us life. iji. Long-suffering under
injury or distress, knowing that our lives are
in the hands of God, who doeth all things well.

iv, By love sincere and single. v. Truth in
word and deed. vi. The power of God ex
hibited in the life, 8.g., St. Paul and his com-
penions, and the early teachers and professors
of the Christian Faith, The patient, unearthly
life of every one born of the Holy Ghost, who
has not received the grace of God “in vain”
The mention of the present ““day’ of salvation
reminds us of the coming * night” when all op-
portunity for spiritual effort will be past for
ever, the night in which no man can work, St.
Jobn ix, 4.

A GLANCE AT THE FEBRUARY COL.
LECTS.

———

(From the American Church 8.8, Magazine.)

Tho festival we are called upon to celebrate
on the 2nd of the month is well described in its
title, i.e., * The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple, commonly called The Purification of St.
Mary the Virgin.” The historical character of
the festival causes it to fall just forty days after
Christmas, for that was the interval dirccted by
the law, betweon the day of birth and the day
when the mothor presented horself for readmis-
sion to the congregation, and her infant son for
an offering to the Liord. The circuinstances of

the twofold event are told us by St. Luke 2: 22,
etc., and have just been studied by our Sunday-.
schools in connoction with their lesson on the
aged ““ Eyo witness” Simceon, who at this time
uttered the “Nunc Dimittis,” so dear and
sacrod in the music of the Christian Church,
The festival was instituted either by the Em-
peror Justin in 526, or by Justinian in 542, ap-
parently on the occasion of earthquakes, Itre-
placed a heathen fostival of Ceres, which fellon
the same day, and processions with lighted
cundles were continued ag in the heathen festi-
val, though with change of purpose. Hence
the familiar name, *‘ Candlemas Day.”

The Collect appointed for this day is from the
Sacramentary of Gregory, and consists of (1)
“ A commemoration of our Lord’s presentation
in tho Temple in the substance of our flesh;”
(21 “ A prayer that through Him we may be
presentod unto God with pure and clean hearts.”
1t is of course tho cleanness of the Virgin's
body, and thus her purification, which suggests
the prayer for thoe “ pure and clean hoart,” The
first Sunday in the month, on the 4th,is that
called Quinquagesima, or as furthor dofined in onr
DPrayer Book, “The next Sunday before Lent.”
When spouking in our last month’s articl: ol
“ Septuagoesima” and ‘‘Sexagesima,” we werc
compelled to say something of *“ Quingquage-i-
ma,” and particularly of the meaning of ils
name (Ifty). We nced now therefore only rc-
call the fact of its being so named because (itty
days from Easter. Its Collect is as beautifu!
and full of meaning as any in our Prayer Book;
and if evory one who uttoers it, or perhaps wo
should say, sinceroly prays it during the pros-
ent month, hus his prayer granted, both the
Church and the world will have progressed
wondorfully towards that much desired era of
‘“ poace and all virtues.” It was composed in
1549, and was entirely new, being based on tho
Epistle, whieh is St. Paul’s remarkable chapter
on “ Charity.” Yet Charity in the Greek meaus
somothing more than it has come to mean in
our present-day Knglish ; for it means Christian
love in its very widest,sense, including love to
God as well as love to map, and thus the life
which should be the index of such a love.

The Collect consists of (1) ¢ A declaration of
the worthlossness of' all our doings in the ab-
senco of charity " (2) “ A prayer for that most
excollent gift of charity, the very bond of peace
and of all virtues.” The old Collect contained
a referenco to the practice of Confession as a
preparation for Lent. Its ““ aspiration” ran as



