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CALENDAR FOR FEBRUAltY.

FEn. 4-Quinquagosimai. (Notice of Ash Wed-
nesday).

7-Asu WEnNESDAY. (Pr. Pss. M. 6, 32,
38. L. 102, 130, 143. Commina-
tion service).

[The forty days in Lent are to be observed
s Days or last) ng or itbstiince. Adl, wed-

nesday Coll. to be used daily].

11-1t SUNDAY IN LENT. (Notice of Em-
ber Days. Ember Coll. Daily.

"t4-
16- EhiFia DAYs.

18-2nd Sunday in Lent. (jNotice of 81.
Matthias).

" 24-S1. MATTiras. Ap. & M (Athanasian
Creed).

25-3rd SUNirY IN liENT'.

.WOESO./V THE EFISTLES.

Y 'rHE REV. .11. W. LITTLE, REcToa HOLY
TRIITr, SussEx, N.B.

(Author of " Arrows for the King's Archers," etc.)

Tiix Fis'r SUNiAY IN LENT.

lie day of Savation."-I Cor. vi, 2.
L-Ouir preselt life is " tho day ofsailvationl,"

the great opportunity il wirici ti grace of
God is ireoly offered to ovory sor of Adain,
through Josus Christ. 'The Churci, as one
with Christ, iuites with Himt in decitring the
sufficiency of Ris work comploted for the ro-
conciliationti of manru to God : " that wu might bo
mlade the rightconsnioss of, God ii i Ilm," Ch. v.
21. "GUoed liado JHimii who kiow no1 sin to ho
sin, in order that vo night be mniado (not
rightous porsons, that wst iot fuli enough,
but) Rlighteousness itself.: and thore fle stayed
not yot,-iot every Righteousnîoss, but the

iighteoxtsness of God iimself'. What furthor cau
bo said ? What cat b conceived more con-
fortablo?" p. Androwes. This is the great
Lentoni message of tho Churrch. lier call to hor
ehildron it this sarson is to considor with all
serioiuinoss the atonling and restorativo work of
her great 1load. And the Apostle adds a grave
note of warnting. le exhorts to a rendy and
full use of present opportunities to emibraco anrd
opon the wholo man, body, soui and spirit, to
the influence of the Divine Love. The graice of
God rmay b received l in vain." It nay bo
rosistod or noglected, or rostriotod in its power
by indifl'orenco, inbelief, sin, noglect Of means
of spiritual hrelp, and esI)cially Of' tie sacra-
monts and ordinnuos and sacrod ininistratiorns
of the Chirch. To oxamruino himîself as to his
attitude towards thoise chatinnels and springs of
grico, so bointitfully protided for himîi in " the
body'' is the priaiury ditty of ovory baptised
porson at this 8easoii. If thbro ist uny failiro it
is not iii the provision mado for light and
strongth, or iii the tender solicitude of our
Heavenîly Father, but in the roecipient, who by
coldnoss or misuso or nonuse of " the rirms of

righteousness on the right hand and on the left,"
i.e., offensive and defensive weapons, with
which every Christian soldier is furnished for
attack as weil as defence, against his spiritual
enemies.

II.-The time is "accepted" of the Father,
that is, the sacrifice of the Son Incarnate hav-
ing been accepted by the Father on behalf of
the race, and his prayers heard, we have a
divine assurance (Is. xlix. 6, 8) that the Grace
proffered by God ta ail in Christ will, if it be
duly used, be available for their everlasting sal-
vation. This present life is "the tima" in which
the mercy and condescension of God is to be
met by faith and penitence and love on the part
of the fallen cbildren of Adam; "the day" in
which Eternal Life and liberty from the thral-
dom of Satan is ta be laid hold of and secured.
The passage of time in the passing away, to too
many of opportunities. Mon are indifferent ta
this fact. The great business of the soul-re-
conciliation with God-is treated as an intru-
sion upon the attention and time and affections
of mankind. With Christian people in too
great a measure this is alse true. Temporal
things possess the heart and engross the life;
the things eternai rire relagated to a more con-
vanient season." The Church, by her Lenten
senison, seeis to arrest the attention of the world
to the roality of the unscon, ta the importance
of the "hidden things." to the pricelos value
of' "the one thing neodful"-.Peace with God
and Life in Him-to cati lier children away
from a fretful excitement about thI "many
things" of mena worldliness of thought and ac-
tion. Tho fuss and folly and emptiness of much
tit engages aven thoso who are pledged to the
service of God.

IlI.-First, the ministry is to be oxercised
with evory cure, thst no inconsistncios or
weaknesses of the messonger of reconciliation
maty mar or weaken the eflect of the message;
in othor words, that no stumbling block may
bo put in the way of God's " little onas" which
may hmdr theo frin receiving moekly the
eungraftc Word which is able to savo their
souls, St. James i, 21.

Tho laity ar partalkors of this rosponsibility
for reconmonding truc religion to those arouind
then, se as te win them ever te, and keop them
ii the Truthr and Love of God. The passage
before us suggests a suitable manner of walk
for all wio " profess and call themsolves Chris-
tiana." 1. Porsonal purity is necessary-to be
clotied with rigiteousness. Influence for good
weaonlcircd and voin destroyed by single acts of
incoinsistoeicy. It is for aill rt this season, if
they woul find it for thom ar "accepted tinie"
and a " day of salvationi" to look to it thiat the
smaller faults aire forsaken, and yet "fret the
garmetnt" so sadily-the baptismal robe of
purity and honour and charity. 2. Solf-dony.
mng labour, and a rogular observance of davout
exercisos-prayer, confession, Bible study, pub-
lic worship, acts of charity and morcy. What
do wo more than others ? St. Matt. v, 47, is a
mseful Luntonr question. How doos my life difler
fron that of the unboliover or the more world-
ling ? 3. Patience under injuries and sufferings:
to bear with meekness the distress, afflictions,
necessities which comas upon him in the order
of Providence, and to be long-suifering and full
of kindness to his neighbours, to rojoice in hope,
in the midst of oarthly sorrow. To live in the
flesh, but not according ta the flash, te dwell on
oarth as citizons of heavon ; te oboy the laws of
titis lower existence, and yet to soar abova
thom in thoir own lives, are some of the marks
of a truc rise of " th day of salvation."

IV.-The manifestations of the spiritual lifo.
i. Purenoss. ii. Knowledge of the divine pur-
pose in giving us life. iii. Long-suffering under
injury or distress, knowing that our lives are
in the ha.nds of God, who doeth all things well.

iv. By love sincere and single. v. Truth il
word and deed. vi. The power of God ex
hibited in the life, e.g., St. Paul and his con-
panions, and the early teachers and professors
of the Christian Faith. The patient, unearthly
life of every one born of the Holy Ghost, who
has net received the grace of God "in vain."
The mention of the present ' day" of salvation
reminds us of the coming " night' when ail op-
portunity for spiritual effort will be past for
ever, the night in which no man can work, St.
John ix, 4.

A GLANCE AT THE FEBRUARY COL-
LECTS.

( From the Anerican Church S.S. Magazine.)

The festival we are called upon te celabrate
on the 2nd of the month is well described in its
title, i.e., " The Presentation of Christ in the
Temple, commonly calied The Purification of St.
Mary the Virgin." The historical character of
the festival causes it te fall just forty days after
Christmas, for that was the interval directed by
the law, betwoon the day of birth and the day
when the mother presented horself for readmis-
sien to the congregation, and her infant son for
an offering to the Lord. The circumstances of
the twofold event are told us by St. Luke 2: 22,
etc., and have just been studied by our Sunday-
schools in connection with their lesson on the
aged " Bye witniess" Simeon, who at this timo
uttered the "Nunc Dimittis," se dear and
sacred in the music of the Christian Church.
The festival was instituted either by the Em-
peror Justin in 526, or by Justinian in 542, ap.
parently on the occasion ofearthquakes. Itre-
placed a heathon festival of Ceres, which foll on
the same day, and processions with lighted
candales were continued as in the heathen festi-
val, though with change of purpose. Hence
the familiar name, "Candlemas Day."

The Collect appointod for this day is froin the
Sacramentary of Gregory, and consists of (1)
" A commemoration of our Lord's presentation
in the Temple in the substance of our flesh ;"
(2) "A prayer that through Hin we may b
presentod unto God with pure and cean heurts."
It is of course the cleanness of the Virgint's
body, and thus her purification, which suggests
the prayer for tho "pure and clean heart." The
first Sunday in the month, on the 4th, is t hat
called Quinquagesima, or as further defintied in on r
Prayer Book, " The next Sunday before Lent.
When speaking in our last month's artick "
" Septuragesima" and "Soxagesima," we w'ere
compelled to say something of "Quinquargei-
mia," and particularly of the meaning of ils
natme (Fifty). We ncd now therefare only re-
call the fact of its boing so named because lir'y
days from Easter. Its Collect is as beautifi!
and full of meaning as uny in our Prayer Book;
and if every one who utters it, or perhaps wo
shodd say, sinceroly prays it during the pros-
ont month, ias is prayer granted, both the
Church and the world will have progressed
wnvondorfully towards that much desired era of
" peace and all virtues." It was composed in
1549, and was ontiroly new, being based on the
Epistle, whieh i8 St. Paui's remarkable chapter
on " Charity." Yet Charity in the Greek means
something moro than it has come ta mean in
our present-day Enîglisi ; for it means Christian
love in its very widest, sense, including love to
God as well as love te mar, and thus the life
which should bc tie index of such a love.

The Collect consists of (1) " A declaration of
the worthlessness of' ail our doings in the ab-
sence or ciarity " (2) " A prayer for that most
excellent gift of ciarity, the very bond of peace
and of all virtues." The old Collect contained
a reference to the practice of Confession as a
preparation for Lent. Its " aspiration" ran as


