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THE DIOCESAN CHURCIH SOGHELY
AND MISSIONS IN THE DIOCESE
OF FREDERICTON,

THE timo iy near for eur prepsralion
for the greal Micsionary work of the
current year. Seon the Beard of Mome
Missious must mako thoir estimntes,
and frame the Missionary schedule.
Ero long, the Trensurer of the Sociely
will closo his anmual accounts, and, it
is o bo fearod, with o consilern
ble balance on the wrengside ; and, soon
the Secretary will send outl his nolices
and the blank forms, on the filling uyp
of which 20 much dupends. Novor has
this Diocese had se much noed as now
of wino eeunsel, nelivo ce-gporation, and
solf-sncrificing gifts for tho service of
Alnighty Gop.

A Tew yenrs ngo the posilion and
prespscts of this Sooiety wore ethorwise,
s yoarly imncome was on the iucrease;
the parishos or missions, with faw vxcop-
tious, eomplied readily with the loeal
requitements, and the cxpenditure was
kept within theincome. Then it secmed
a4 il the interests on legaeies nnd the
funded Dnlancss might bo veserved to
maot  the diminutions of the giant
from the M. 1*. (3,; and soma were sanguine
onough to hopa, that a little addition
wight ho made to the limited stipends of
the suissienaries. Nuv cue thon nulici-
pated the oceurrence of Lhreo ealamitous
fivas, which wrought such wuteld injury ;
nor continued years of comnmercinl de-
prassion.  In the manntime, porhaps,
not over wisely, but with the host inten-
tions, the Seciety underlook the charge
of several new missions, and work which
had been provieusly abandened. Who
would not rejoice in this? Il wight be
admilted, howoever, that the incomw of
the Sovivty was, in this way, over-
strained.  The expownditure now excaeds
the income. Worst of all, the amount
from annuul contribubions, on whick the
Saciety chietly relics, is falling off. The
Girant from the S, T. (i, still forms the
lnrger portion of our nssats, amd this
will Lo ot once curtailed.  This diminn-
tien will very proporly go om, till, ina
few yoars, this whele amount will pro-
bably bo withdrawn, With the present
conditien of things, in the mest im-
portant pertisu of this Diocese, the
Socioly can hardly veckon on the usual
ceniributions for the enrrent year,

It way ba said that the Churchmen of
tho Diocoso will respond favorably e a
spocial appeal. Im many instances ne
doubt they will. Tat in lecking this
whele mattor in the face, we musl net
over-oatimnate the ability of the Dieceso
Tho wholo populaiien is small. Not
that of o very large city in othor parts
of the world. Churchmen are in the
wminority.  Men eof large mwcans are
alw in the minoerity, snd still more thoy
arein the minority who are disposed to
give as Gop has told them todo. In
every parish thero are large and constant
local  calls—in mony cases . in-
valving liberal sxpenditure. Wa may not,
Whorefore, look fora large additien te our
oentral fand. Nor can we, for maay

years to egme, sxpect that to be made up
in the Diocess which the 8. I'. (2, has s
litwrally given.

flolief, to & great oxient, must come
from the parishesor missions,  In many
of thers much wmore may, waeh more
neinal bi ddisee Ao roliove the central fund.
To this matler the Clureh
aroused,  Awe s lhe very Ll lo ael.
Churchwardens and  leading Churchmen
in the several parishes and missions should
al unce, geb to work and devise plans for
increased lucal support, and either offir
1o the Board of Home Missions e make
their parishes self-sustaining, or that thuy
will be satisfied with a diminished grant,
This must bo Jdons for the current year,
andd this proposition should come from
the parish or Mission itseil,  There wre
fow localities, it any i the Docess, in
which suinething in this way may net he
dane.  Woedsteek Das set » nobls ex-
ample, nol only relieving the Society
fromn all charge, but centributing largely

st be

that thigevil is peculiar to the Church of
England, hut that it is a very prominent
evil in the Church no one can deny.

Lent is now upen us, it it bo a eress
to some to speak to a fellow-Christian of
lowly hirth or humble position, let them
condescend to bear that cross for their
Mastor's sake, and bsgin at onee to learn
the lessorn whick will soom remove it
frone that catogory.

We are particularly ealled upen at
this Holy Season to direct eur theughts
to the centemplation of the Gov-man—
to Jesus the Sen of Mary, the wife of
Joseph the carpenter.

Can we learr. nothing from: His lowly
birth? Can pride find a place in our
breasts, ns we s:and by the Infant Child
in the Manger st Dathlehem ?

“The disciple is not above his Master,
nor the servant above his Tevd. It is
enough for the disciple that he be as his
Master, and the servant as his Terd”
Matt. 10—24, 25,

te the general fund.

Bul wlat is to be done with thete
parishes which will not move in this
mattert  Such as have for many years
sovured thoir nain suppert throngh this
Suciety, with a very trifling return, and
whare the number of cemmunicants range
from 30 to 50. Thera are instances when
it would enly be just to ether parts of
the Diccess te withdraw allaid till hettor
arrangoments are mado.  But what, in
the menntime, of the clergyman and his
{awily ?

Te one naturally disposed te take a
hopeful view, the preseni outloek is
somewhat overcast, but if its call is
answarod by earnest prayer nnd zealeus
determinntion, the clouds will disappear
befgro the dawn of a brighter day.

—— - s

CIIRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP,

We commend to Church-goers Lhe
article on Lhe above subject, taken from
tho Now Yerk Clurchman, which wo
printed on the fist page of last week's
(fUARDIAN.

The lack of Christian  courtesy and
Christian feilowship, so plainly visilile in
our city Churches particularly, is a sad
hlot upen our professed Christinnity. It
is incomprehensible how members of the
samo congregalion can,  work  affor
weok, ignote the existence of (heir
fellow-Christians, and  uoglact to show
them some Christian atiention.

This unhappy amd unchristian pride
drics up tho very life bleod of the
Church, and drives from  the Sanctuary
and {rom the Lord's Tnble very many
who, otherwise, would have surrendered
their hoarts te Gop, and warmly om-
bracesd the Christinn calling.

Wo say it advisadly, and with the
greatest serrow, whether our words be
heeded in the preper guarters er not,
that it is « sad reproach upon the Church
of Fngland, whoese prayers are common
prayers, whoso services are the same for
high and lew, rich and poor alike, that
any of her membors should thus forget
what they owe to thewmselves, tleir
Clinreh, and their Gon, and what is due
te others of the sante heusoheld of faith,
-1t was hardly a preper subject to Lu
witly upen, but the sarcasm convayed in
the vemark of the old lady to hor minis-
ter, after hearing kim preach a sermon on
the recogmition of saints in angther werld,
was, pathaps, oxcusable. “And will
Christiang really know and recognize
each other in Hoaven?" she said, “Cer
tainly,” said the minister. * Then,” &id
tho woman, it is mero than they de on
earth, for 1 have beon a member of|
your Church for mary years, and have
gone to the Lerd’s Table and partaken,

the Bloesed' Sacrament, and have never
yot had the. least }'ec‘ogrilil;iﬁn from an)
af them.” ’ '

We do not for a moment mean to say

with ether members of the Chureh of}
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<THY WILL BE DONES

BY MISS ADRIAN,

Oxk of the hardest of our life-lessous
is to learn and say and fvel, from our
lLiaarts, the werds taught hy owr loving
leacher, “Thy will be done.”

1t scoms onsy te feel these words in
the sumny duys of pleasure, but when
the dark night ef treuble closes in
around us, what seewed clear and dis-
tinet before now seems dim and uncer-
tain, oud we cry in our distrust, * Lord,
carest thou net that we perish #”

Oh! tho oxtreme wrstchedness of our
hearts when we do givo way to unbelief,
All alone in our trouble (for our dearest
frionds cannet ceme all the way with
us in our lonely path of grief), and socing
not the hend of our Guide, who alone
can lend us safoly threugh the dnrkuesg
into light, we forgaet that Mis streng arm
is around ns, and that He leads the way
through paths where Ho himself has be-
fora walked for onur sakes.

Lot us turn for « mement frem our ewn
sorrow and think of Him who, in the
Garden of (iethsemans, while enduring
such agony us none of us can fathom, still
trusted in His Fathet's love, and prayed,
“ Not ns | will, but as thou wilt.”

‘aunot wa thew trust also—we who
are ignorant of our own good.  Inmstead
ol trying to weave our own destinies, nnd
muking sueh tangles and mistakes, let us
give all the threads of our lives trnstingly
into the Greal Weaver's hands, and know
that in the end it shall be perfect work,
for ‘all things work together for geod
to them that love Gen.”

Though we may not be called on just
now to give up any great thing to Gon,
yot, wo may always bo ready to give up
little things te Him, and thus learn to
seek Ilis will and not our ewn.  Terhaps
& Sundny Scheol class calls for a little
time and labor, ov may Ls enly our home
duties take up almost all our time and at-
tention. Them, we may do all these
daties with cheerfuluess amd paticnce,
because they ave duties, and thus learn o
forget self, and love te do Gobp's will
for Wiz ewn sake. Then, when wo meet
with greater trials, we will bring them
to Him nnd feel that they are no longer
onr cavo but His, just as the ravens are
not vur cars, for “He careth for us”
and them.

Lot us now in the Loanten Secason, en
which wo -have just- onterel, practice
solf-Qenials and unselfishness and seek
to love Gen's will baetter than our own,
that Mis will may be done ia us and by

us.
——— - -

PAROCHIAL PAPERS—VIL

THE COMMUNICANTS' CLASY.

Tuw Commupicants’ Class may be
understood in two senses. It may he a
class for these who have been confirned
but have net boen urged to cumumunicate
ol the dny of Confirmation. Or it may
consist of these who have become Com-
municants, and who gather tegsther at
stated timos for instruetion and. encour-
agement. Lo L
With regard to the former, they 1will
have received 1nuch traning in the Bible
and Cenfirmation  classes which will not
need to be repeated when they are being

specially prepared for their first Com-

|munion. It will nat necessarily follow
that, because hey have not beem advised
to communicate on the day of Confirma-
tion, nothing whatever will have heen
said to them of Holy Communien. That
subject can hardly, », ¢, have been
passed over in dealing with “Holiness,
its nature and how to attain it”; or amin,
with “The Kigoedem,” or “The Ministry.”
And it will pxﬁmb]y he the desire of the
Parish Priest to bring his candidates for
Confirmation as a bedy to communicatz
or the first lime, together, as seon as
convenicnt after the Confirmation. His
aim will bLe, during the interval, to
imstruct them wore peintedly as te the
position which the Huly Euchaiist oc-
cupies amony the means of grace; te draw
out for them the toaching ef the bible.
and, as a comsequence, of the Church :
and to prepare the soul fer the spiritual
strength and the ecstacy of holy joy to
be sought and found in communien with
its Gov, ;

But the Communicanis’ Class of this
paper consists rather of the memhers of
the congregation who are already upon
the voll of Communicants, It will not
be found practicable to obtain all, or even
o majority ef the Communicants of a
Parish te attend such a class, There
will, however, alwnys be a certain num-
ber which diligent pains will be sure to
increase, whe will bo glad of such an
opportunity of help. There will bhe
these sincere and humble fellowers of
Christ, whoe will be thankful for the
assistance of the pastor te whom they
look fer example ani for guidance; from
whem they will readily receive instruc-
tion in the aspirations and methods of
the higher spiritual life; wheare earnest-
ly desirous of leading a life of godliness
but feel constantly how very far they fall
short of aeven their own ideal. There
will be alse the timid and the diffident,
whe fear to ceme o the Lord's table,
and yet do not wish te stay away, who
would fain learn hew they may begin to
troad the marrow way, and to bear the
Cross after the Crucified.  These lasi
may need to be invited again aund again.
They may be by nature shy. Dut if they
are wembers of the Guild, and are
accustomied to attend its maetings, their
shynoss will by degrees wear off.

Such a class will ho productive of
many henefits. [t will first of all have
the great advantage of the concentration
of energy on a definite aim. This is
always an clement of attraction to some
minds. Tt will supply too, what ought
not to he, but very often is lost sight of
in the well Leaten path of Church work,
the oppertunily, possibly in no other
way to be wained, of mufual interceurse
between the dilterent grndes of society in
our flecks. What clergyman engaged
iu parochial work is thers, whe has not
had reason bitterly to deplore the want
of sympathy hetween the rich and the
poor, er the proud and humble, in his
congregation? Whe is there that has net
in vain tried to break dowm in every
practicable way, the selid wall that hin-
ders Christian fellowship betwsen the
followers of a common Lord? At the
Rectory, in the Communicant’s Class,
all can meet on equal terms; even as af
the Lovd’s table all partake, as brethren,
of the same heavenly foed. And net
only so, but there cannet fail to he
fostered between priest and peoplo an
intensor spiritual love, a deoper comfi-
dence, a neblor zeal. In this matter the
socts shew their wisdom and teach
Churchmen a salatary lessan. Without
the conmtre of atéraction pessessed by the
Chorch in her unchanging censtitution
and hor unchangeable creed, they “culti-
vate the social element.,” And if with
them it eecasionally happens that the
social mesiings are so frequent and so
exacting in their demands upon the time
and energies of their members, ss to
defeat their own end by creating ieari-

ness; that is ne reasen why the Church
sheuld not previle, hy the higher aim
of spiritual cenverso, for the holy fellaw-
ship of those who nre members of the
same Body, and yet have been placed, i
Gon’s providercs,
rank.

But 1mere,

in differing social

How many who onee in
the fervency of new horn zeal drew near
to their Lord in the Hely Feast, as time
eftaces first impressions, and o particular
o fort is made to keep them alive, gradu.
ally fall away, and Dbecoine, first irregulay,
and then indifferent.  And this, in spite
of persomal appeal hoth public and pri-
vate. If they had been induced from the
first to attend the regular Communicants'
Class, there is little donbt Lut they
would have been retained, and their first
love would have waxed strong.

Perhaps the greatest benefit of all lies
in this; that in tho Communicants’ class,
dealing as it professedly does with the
most sacred depths of human need, is
found an mnquestioned opportunity of
familiar speech and spiritual eounsel.
The truths and aspects of truth set befors
the mind in the terching of the Class,
will almest certainly draw on the anxi-
ous and enquiring soul to wish for a
chanco to state difficulties or seek advica.
For this purpese, net only should the
member of tho class he oncauraged to ask
questions, but the invitalion should
always be given te any who may desire
it, to remain behind for a quiet talk, The
occasion will often be gratefully used,
and has the great merit of being abeve
suspicion.

The difficulty of ebtaining suitable
subjects for instruction is more apparent
than real, and will be feund to disappear
on trial. There is the ever fresh topic
of proper preparation. There are the
different phases of the spiritual life;
partienlarly the duty of self examination.
There is the Communion office itself,
which will bear all the expansion, ex-
planation azd ilunination the scholar-
ship and learning the teacher can
apply te it, and then will not be exhaust-
ed. Other and cognate subjects will
constantly suggest themselves to the
carnest and faithful mind.

A few hints in  conclusion may not be
out of place.

First, A register of aitendance should
be carefully kept. Notihat a vell shonld
be publicly called; this would be teo
formal,and would savour too much of the
school. Dut the poster should never
emit to mark dewn tie attendance on his
own private roll; not so much for the
purpose ol knowing who are present, us
of marking who are absent.  Absentecs
should he scen ot once, and thus be led
to feel that an aflectionate interest is felt
in their spiritual improvement.  This
will in most cases be warmly returned.
It is net demied that such close super-
vision mwst be exercised with much tact
and judgment. The clorgyman is uot a
moral policeman. DBut he haNo “fecd
the flock of Gop.”

Second.  Wten once the class is
formed, no engagementé must be allowed
to interfere with it. The clergyman
sheuld be on his guutd not fo undertake
any duties which will cause him to omit
or to give less time than usual te prepar-

ation for it.  There is nothing which so
surely tends tomake the members fosl that

their pastor atfaches, after all, liitle im-
portance to such agencios, as to see him
allowing other engagemonts or personal
pleasure to take their place. If they find
that he allows insufficient excuses for
postpening the class, they will ba only
00 ready to do the same. )
Third. There is a good desl in
plessant accessaries. Tat there be o
comfortable room, witha warm -fire, and:
good lights; and a hearty - greetimg for -
ovory emo whe comes, . This may appear.
& small matter, but with seme dispositiens .
it weighs much. And when such me-




