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was no victory over death; they never met,} It isathome, however, and at the sad and in-

they never grappled with this foe; they were
withdrawn from the buttlefield before the day
of conflict came. Some there were, to0, In
after times who, subject for a season to the
dominion of death were delivered from his
sway ; but neither was theirs the victory, for
they hed to return again, and bow once more
beneath the yoke of the great conqueror, The
widow’s son, the ruler’s daughter and Lazarus,
whom Jesus loved, lie low as others in the
caverns of the dead. One slone of human
form ever grappled with that strong wresﬂe?,
Death, and cast him from him overcome. His
way to conguest lay through brief submission.
Like others, He descended into the dark aud
dreary prison-house.” The grave opened to re-
coive Him. He seemed to have passed away,
as the multitudes who had gone before. Bat
death and the grave never had such a visitant
into their silent and vast domaing, He ap-
proached the throne of the tyrant, to wrench
the sceptre of the emgire from his hand. In
bursting, as He did, the barriers of the grave,
it was no mere respite that He obtained for
Himself, but a full and finsl vietory. He bade
adieu that morning to the sepulchre for ever,
He left no trophy behind; nothing of His in
the hands of death; nothing but that empty
sepulchre to tell that He had once, and for a
short season, been ander the hold of the de.
stroyer, Hven had this been a solitary con-
quest, though the sepulchre of Jesus were to re-
main for over as the only one from which the
tenant came forth alive, to return to it no more,
still would we draw nesrer to muse upon this
onie trinmph of humanity over the last enemy.

But we have all a nearer, a more special in-
terest in this deserted tomb of Jesus Christ, His
was no solitary, isolated victory over the grave,
Tor us He died, and for us He rose again.
Firm and fast as the grave now seems to hold
the buried generations, of our race, it is now
doomed, as 8 fruit of Christ's resurrection, to
relax its grasp, and yieid them up again.
Empty as was Joseph’s sepulchre when the
angel s‘ood before it and invited the women to
eunter, so ampty shall one day be avery grave of
earth, when another angel shall sound hie
trumpet, and it shall ring through all the re-
gions of the dead and stir all to life again,
Blessod was that morning whick dawned upon
the empty tomb at Calvary, but wmore blessed
to us shall that other morning be, which shall
dawn upon all the emptied graves of earth, if
only now we live in Christ; if at death we
sleep in Jesus; if at that resurrection we be
numbered with those who shall share the resur-
rection of the Just.— Mr. Hanna's *“ Life of
Christ.”

“THEY SHALL SEE EYE TO EYE.

The unity for which most Christians are be-

. ginning to yearn mast be brought upon solid

foundations, and by the recognition of true
principles and noue other, or it will not be last-
ing. It might be easy to patch up a show of
unity quickly, by simple saying of sll the dif-
ferences which separate Christians that they
are non-essential, and that men must shut their
eyes to these differences and not as if they did
not exiet. But this would eventuate in disap-
pointment, because nothing that is dome for
mere expediency, or the sake of producing a re-
sult too speedily, can endure. True unity will
come when Christians shall ‘see eye to™ eye.’
But there is much to make Christians hopeful.
There are signs amongst the ancient Churches
of the East which indicate the probability of
union amongst them where now it is needlessly
lacking, while the intercourse, which is con-
stantly increasing, between those branches of
the ancient Catholic Church in England is likely
to be productive of great good, in which even
the Church of England wili not be without some
portion of the gain, an

jurious lack of unity there, that the minds of
faithful Christians of Great Britain chiefly look
longingly, and pensively, and yet hopefuily and
with prayer. Whitaker's wonderful Almanack
for this year shows only five additions for the
past year to the various sects into which the
* digsidence of dissent’ has split up. OF these,
two relate tc Poles and Germans dwelling in
RBogland. Of the.other three, one claims to be
s special mission for rescue work, another ap-
pears to localise itself under the title of * Catho-
lice of Newport,' leaving one which may be but
asmall effort, or may lead away many thons-
ands after it, as the ‘ Congregation of the Som
of the Covenant.’

This looks, then, as though in some measure
Dissent could hardly go much further, but that
almost every distinction whick could be pro-
claimed with the least pretence for its existence
has been reached in the two hundred and twenty
or so sorts of religious sects which have places
of mesting for religions worship in England
and Wales. These, however, will be seen on
examination not really to exceed about two
hundred, for it is evident that some are de-
scribed by two names,

A comment appeared not many weeks ngo,
to which attention has probably been socured
amongst some who honestly begin to long for
union. It is much to have lived to witness the
faintest beginning of this longing. And it is
because of the sympathetic longing that the
union may finally be perfect and enduring that
it is fervently wished.that the progress may be
slow, and that the work, while going on, may
be effected step by step. The suggestion made
in the Comment allnded to seemed to offer a
good practical suggestion to the chief bodies of
“orthodex’ Dissenters—that they should first
of all bring their own differences and sepava-
tions to an end, and amalgamate and form one
united body of Christian people, whe, whi'e, for
reasons which they regavd a8 siund and gogg,
dissent from the ancient Church of this country,
would then be at one amongat themselves.

It cannot be right, in the sight of Almighty
God, that little places of worship should be
struggling for existence, and be driven to man.
ifold devices, in order to maintain themselves
in villages whose whole population would baroly
fill the parish charch. It is quite saddening to
hear (and it is no uncommon testimony) from
o thoroughly pious and faithful parish priest,
‘The population of my parish is under 600,
and there are two dissenting chapels in it.
Here, then, are 600 peopls. Do haif of them
go to any place of worship at the same time?
Suppose 150 to attend church; then there are
seventy-five each for the two chapels. And
what is the result? Is it .Idve, and joy, and
peace? Is it true charity ? Will.any one ven-
ture to apyly Acts, ii, 42-46, to such s state of
things ? Will any dave to hope that their Liord’s
Prayer for unity is realized by such 2 condition?
Is it supposed that if Christ or any of His Apos-
tles were visibly to tread this earth and teach
men once again, they would approve of this
development of the last three centuries of the
nearly nineteen centuries of Christianity ?

Now certainly the Dissenters could do great
things to remedy what many of them must ad-
mit cannot be right. For let it be conceded
that they were justified in quitting the Church,

P- |evon then why should the procesz of division

be repeated amongat themselves 80 often and so
disastrously ? It weakens their own position;
but, what is infinitely worse, it weakens Chris-
tianity. Unbeliof is rampant, and a2sserts itself
at School Boards, and even in what were till
lately Christian Universities. Who can be as-
tonished at this who only reflects njon the di-
visions of the Christinn communities ?

The recommendation made in the Comment
alluded to is worthy the attention of dissentors,
Surely they can sgree amongst themselves !
Surely they can come to some understanding
by which coe Meeting-house may be well filled
and sustained, rather than that two or three

such places shall be more than balf empty and
be kept going with the very greatest diffioulty!

Let the two handred secta be gradually re-
duced to one hundred, aud to fifty, and to
twenty, and to ten, and in due timeto one. The
time will be long and the process slow, but if
once begun well it will go on and will end wol®
But as this grand, loving, Christlike work
slowly proceeds, let the Church see how much
she can do to render herself as perfectly Catho-
lic as she alone can be. She may learn some-
thing even from the too-spasmodic proceedings
of a few of her own children in their intense
dosire for unity. She muy, she must, regret
the course thoy adopt, but she may learn from
them how intense is the yearning for unity, and
how important it is to gnide the effort tosecare
it. There is no reason why the Catholic Church
cannot give anything and everything that earn-
est Christians long for. It must be given, and
ought to have been given long ago. It is one
of the greatest blunders of the Church that she
has not examined the phenomena of Dissent, and
provided trus Catholic remedies,

If Dissenters will try duving the few remain-
ing years of this century to promote union
amongst themsolvey, and the Church will dur-
ing that period (but tho sconer the better) do
what she ought, and nothing more, to make sn
easy and honourable path by which the Non-
conformiste may retrace their way to the Church
of their fathers, and the Church of their fathers'
God, tho new century will dawn with sush
blessings on the Church as shull render her
proof against all enemies; for she will be teen
to be what she has not been visibly for ages, ‘at
unity with herself.,'—@&. V. in Church Bells,

Ax illastration of the partial and incomplete
teaching or statement of dootrinal truth, which
is too characteristic of organisations outside of
ihe divinely constituted Body, is approved by
tho definition given in a circular lately to band
in reference to conference of “The Associated
Young Men’s Christizn Associations of North
America.”” It limits membership and office
holding to “young men who are in good stand-
ing in Evangelical Churches,” and with amus-
ing assumption of “authority” it decides that
“And we hold these churches to bo evangelical
which, maintaining the Holy Scriptures to be
the only infallible rule of fuith and practice do
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ (the only be-
gotten of the Father, King of kings and Lord
of lords, in whom dwolleth all the fulness of
the (rodhead bodily, and who was made sia for
us, though knowing no sin, bearing our sins in
His owa Body on the tree), as tho only name
under heaven given among mon whereby we
must be saved from everlasting punishment.”
No reference whatever is here made to the
Third Person of the Holy Trinity, nor to His
work ; and it would seem that this and other
articles of the Creed are wholly unnecessary in
order to be “Evangelical” in the opinion of this
irresponsible organisation. And yetit is writ-
ten * Thus saith the Lord, stand ye on the
ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where
is the good way, and walk therein ; and ye shall
find rest for your sonls. Bat they said wo
will not walk therein.”

A Moravian Liturgy contains the following
aseription : Glory be to Him who is the Rosur-
raction and the Life; He was dead, and be-
hold, he is alive forevermore ; aud he that be-
lieveth in Him, though he were dead, yet shall
he live. Glory be to Him in the Church which
waiteth for Him, and in that which is around
Him, from qverlasting to everlasting. Amen,



