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z.-SEPTUAOEsIMA.
2.-PURFICATION OF VIRCIN MARY.

8.-SEAGESIMA.

1 5 .- QUINQU^CyESaIrA.
1S.-As WEDNEsDAY.

22.-First Sunday in Lent.

24 .- St. Matthias, Ap. and M.
25.-E .Rz DAY.
2 7 .- IiER DAY.

23.-E ER LDAY.

Sexagesima Sunday.

SHORT SERMON BY TnE lHON. AND REV. S. nEsT, M.A.

"If I needs must glor'r, I wtil glory of the uthligs whichi

concern mig infinniis.--II. Cor. xi. 30.

This Sunday (like the last) is one of those in

whic tue Chuzch carries us, as in a state of transi-

tion, from the rejoicings of Christmas and our

Lord's rsanifestation in the flesh, to those solenîn

scenes for which withî more than usual earnestness
she prepares us in Lent. We may admie, if our

eyes arc not clcsed tu it through indifference or

lîukewarniness, the anxiety she herein shews for

the edification of lier ciiidrci, that tley may, ycar
by year, go tirough a course of Christian instruc-

lion, and have all tic lively scenes of Gospel

listory broighlut beforc themu-al the practical

principles of Christianhiy springing out of its doc-

trines brou ghit homie i uheii 'T'he Chruisian year

is, as it were, the eimlmietc of a Christian life, anld,

rhile passing tmitugu i;. u are taught to rest

a while ai each important sation, to employ each

lalorswl season snatched fri ni the b>usiICss Of the

wvorld, and iîuîiiated by God as lis own, in some

practical endeavor to aulvance our spiritual state,
anid to attain a fuilîtr ùnowledge of each varying
suibject cf revealel wislom, that ie may
grow in grace, nou suiddenly or without effect on

our part. but by imbibing precept on precept, and
line upon line, uil, iii God's strength and wisdom,
a-e couie to perfection as Christian men,-to the
flnrss of the nicasure of the stature of Christ.
The collect of tis Suilay teaches us that ire

flesh is to be subdued to the spirit. It is necessary
that we should be sensible of the value of these
arms. The Church, therefore, strongly impresses
us with the truth that we may not trust in ourselves,
and, pointing out to us 'lie dangers that beset our
path, refers us to the only means by which they eau
be successfully opposed. The struggle of the flesh
with the spirit is one fierce in its character, and
lasting in its endurance, and, if lt n lts strength,
dhe flesh, it is to be feared, will but too of ten, as a
strong man armed, Fuccessfully keep the louse
against its more worthy occupant. Let us, there-
fore, at once understand, that all our comnmon de-
fences against such an enemy are useless. This is
illustrated in the Gospel. However good be the
seed,-and it is always the same, for to all itis the
Word of God,-if it fall in unpropitious ground,
-in ground unprepared for it, neither cultivated
nor cleaned from weeds,-it will be chocked and
die away without fruit. It is necessary, then, that
all the weeds that check is growth be removed;
that every mistaken notion of our own power,
every misplaced good resolution to do our duty in
our own strength, without reference to the assist-
ance offered us by God in H is ordinances, must be
disposed cf, before ire can enter on that spiritual
course, in which the flesh being subdued to tIhe
spirit, the Christian graces can have place, and,
without interruption from external causes, have an
opportunity of growth. The epistle shows, in the
example of St. Paul, how the difficulties that
oppose our Christian progress are to be m'iet and
overcome, how the trials of life are to be borne
and turned to our eternal profit, how stricily
applicable to all limes is the reproach " that iwe

suffer fools gladly, seeing we ourstlves are
wise." That trials, under different shapes,
await us ail, ire cannot doubt ; but howi weak and
contemptibie are many of those to any reasonalle
man, which have, nevertheless, in too nany in-
stances, the greatest effect. We are brought into
bondage ; ie are turned by trifles. and even by
ridicule, as well from the assertion as from the
confession of truth. God be praised, it is not our
lot to bear the unartyrdon of the Apostle, but his
examnple is our shield. If ever man could boast
-- if ever man could trust in anythig ke did, in
;ny pover lie possessed, St. Paul was that man ;
yct such was his deep sense of his entire depen-
dence, and the utter insufflciency of any other
support than that of God, that, if he needs bmust
glory, he would glory in the things which coni-
cerned his infirmities. Ilese IlingS, then, enforce
what the collect teaches : the ground must be
cleared, the pride of human reason and of self-
sufficiency must be humbled, and, feeling that We
cannot put our trust in anything we do, ie must
trust for our defence against whatever trial cr ad-
versity niay cone, to God's strengtb and muercy,
that through Jesus Christ ie ma, finally be enabled
to stand -Ext.

The Bishop-elect of Niagara,

It is with profound gratitude to the Great 1ead
nist not put our trust in anything that we do i we of the Church that we are enabled to announce
muist not trust our owin powcer of resisting evil, or the election of the Reverend Charles Hamilton to
of continuing firus and constant under trial or the Sec of Niagara. Th'lie election of a Bishop is
temptation ; unt dirccts uir prayers to God, that, a matter whose interest is not confined to the
by His ailsufîicient poer, ie would nercifully Diocese over which le is called to preside : the
defend uîs against all adversity. WVe are approach- whole Church is interested in the character of the
ing 0hc scason ihen. b)y fasting and prayer, the occupants Of the Episcopal Bench, and the past

record of the Bishop-elect of Niagara is a suffi-
cient guarantee that ie will fully sustain the higlh
reputation of our Canadian Episcopate. We
heartily congratulate the Churchm-en of the
Diocese of Niagara on the happy result of their
late Synod, as weIl as on the good feeling which
arpears to have characterized al its proceedings.
The following biographical sketch of the Bishop-
elect is taken from the Jhmilton Times.--

Rev. Chas, Hamilton, M.A., is a Canadian by
birth, a native of Hawkesbury, Ontario, a graduate
of University College, Oxford. was ordained
deacon in 18S7, priest in 2838, by the Bishop of
Quebee, was appointed incumbent of St. Peteî's,
Quebec, and is now rector of St. Matthew's Church,
Quebec. He is Bishop's Chaplain, aiso Prolocutor
to the Provincial Synod. The Diocese of Quebec,
in which lie lias sperit his life thus far, was coa-
stituted in 1793, and comprised the Provinces of
Upper and Lower Canada. It is now conflned to
that portion of the Province of Quebec extending
from Tlree Rivers to the Straits of Belle Isle, and
New Brunswick on the shores of the St. Lawrence,
and all east of a line drawn from Three Rivers to
Lake Memphremagog. The rev. gentleman is of
more than ordinary scholarship, is a man of genial
manner, large heart, and is noted for benevolence
in all matters, irrespective of creed or
nationality. His conduct as prolocutor of
the Provincial Synod has won for him high
regard from those who, to soie extent, differ with
hui in Church and other matters. He is noted
for his impartial conduct and business tact. He
is a son of the late Col. George Hamilton, of
IH[awkesbury, a member of the family of Hamilton,
of Hfardwood, County Meath, Ireland, who claim
descent froni Hugli Hanilton, a son of Sir James
Hamilton, of Evandale, Scotland, who settled in
lreland in 1616.

Household Religion.

If there is a revival needed in any spherc of life
t is in household religion, for the family lies at the
root of things. All our hopes for the future, in
both Church and State, are bound up with the
vell-being of our families. Let family piety decline,

and that of the Church will declne with equal
step. Let the restraints of religion dininish their
hold on the family, and the restraints of laiv will
be but feeble in the State.

We say there is need of a revival of houschold
religion. We have especial reference Io religious
observances in the family. These will foster, evef
if tley cannot create. truc piety. Yet we fear that
in many a Church household religious observances
are largely or altogether neglected. This ought
not so to be. hie formn without the spirit, to be
sure, is empty and profitless, but there is no good
reason why the spirit should not animate the form,
and so the religious observances contribute
migitily to the growth of truc and fi i.itful piety.

The family gither about th, table, but tirougl
soie strange timidity the father does not venture
te invoke the Divine blessing. Surely tIat house-
hold will not be swift to recmbenr tihe Fatier -f
lights, from whom comes ciery- gooc and 11erfect
gift. It may be, however, hat a Ilessing is askcd,
but it is made to take the place of any other act of
worshiý. Better this than nothirg but alas ! for
that family which has no family altar. Private
devotions cannot take its place, and even these
are apt to languish when the spirit of prayer does
not pervade the family. The household, as a huse-
/old, ought to seek the Divine blessing upon itseif
before engaging in the duties of the day, and ouglht
to recognize the Divine care and invoke the
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