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THEZI BLIGHTED PEIAR

TREE.

A NEW master had çome to the
national school at Battletown.

Like many new brooms, he ivas
inclined to sweep very clean. Refor-
mations here, reformations there,
were the order of the day; new regu-
lations, new pumishmiients, new re-
wards foilowed in quick succession,
till the pupils hardly knew what they
might not do.

One or two privileges had been
taken away too, and although some-
thing else had been given in exchange
the children were naturally on the
alert, faring that something they
particularly valued miglit go next.

Ii the school yard there stood a
pear tree, which had for some tie
been gradually fading, until now it
looked all but dead. This tree had
always been a great favorite with the
the children, for it had born plenty
of fruit in former days, and also
afforded a pleasant shelter from the
summer sun.

So, with childlike spirit they clung
to the hope that next year it wouild
bc all bright and green again, and
vould not even own to themselves

that it was dying.
Their consternation then was great

when one day the new master was
overheard telling his assistant it must
be cut down.

"Mind the gardener does it to-
morrow. It is only taking up the
ground and is very unsightly."

Forthvith a bright little boy came
forvard with hand outstretched for
permission to speak.

"What is it, Jack ?" asked the
master.

"Please sir, let it alone this year
also, till I shall dig about it."

A burst of applause came from all
the children, vhile Jack, quite fright-
ened at his own boldness, collapsed
into his place again.

"Very well," said the school-mas-
ter, kindly; you have given good
advice Jack, and I'm glad to see
you knov your Bible so well. I vili
tell the gardner to do it to-morrow-"

On "digging about it," they found
that the roots had grown down into a
layer of brick-bats and stones, sothat
they could get no nourishnent, and
were sadly cramped for space, not to
mention also nunerous loathsome
insects which were cating its life
away.

''ie rubbish wvas cleared, fresh,
mould and manure were put to the
roots, and the next summner littie jack
had the prvilege of plucking the first
ripe î>ear.

What Jack did for the pear tree we
may all do for cach other ; patiently
bear with each other's falts and
short-comings and never give up hope.

Our own lives are inade up of be-
ginnings. Then why are we o liard
on others ?

Just one more "digging about it"
with gentie, varning words; just one
more repetition of the old, old story
of a Saviour's love and power may be
the very thing that is necded to save
a soui. Let us take heed lest we
grudgingly refuse it.

rliere should you and I be, reader,
if Jesus had not pleaded for us, "Let
it alone this year also."

How patiently He waits now, year
afLur year, perhaps, "whispering par-

don, full and frce," and we turn our
backs on him, and refuse to believe
that He is able and willing to save.

Now, even now, as you read this,
He is pleading with yon, "Comeo unto
me :" and pleading with his Father
too, "Let it alone this year also.»
Oh, listen to him! Not to-morrow
or next week, but at this very moment
take him for your Saviour. Cast
yourselves at his feet, and let "Jesus
only" be your watchword and as
you feel the saving power the unfruit-
ful trees around you.

Oh, that we had more boldless for
Christ, and copy that littie schoolboy,
vho bravely spoke up for the coli-

demned trec.
Let us plcad then earnestiy witli

our friendsi to :Lcccpt Gýon's glad
message of salvation, and let us plead
for them at the thronc of grace, re-
membing our dear Lorde promise,
"Whatsover ye shall ask the Father
in my naie. elc will give it you."
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