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EPHEMERIDES.

The plnee of honour to n Canadinu littératewr.
| am proud and pleased to” be able-to consigu in
thig colusn the record of the high distinetion

“Tately conferred in Frunce upon M. Faucher de.
St. Muurice, At o recent meeting of the Sociétd
es (ens e Lellrey de Franee, on motion of Paul
Feval,the well-known novelist,seconded by Tony
Revillon, a chreniqueur of {ame, M, Faucher de
St Maarice was ununimously elected a wember.
Thix ia the'lirst time that o high an honour is
conferred ou i Camwdian, though'{ trust it will
not be the lust M, Faueher de St. Maurice is
altogether worthy of the compliment, for the
bunuty of his writings, the purity of bis style—
a merit so much nppreciated in France—nud his
devotion to that country, s evineed by his service
in the French anny in Mexieo and elsewhere,

Witk penning the preceding paragraph,.a
thought has struck me’ which may be worth
nothing, but “which, like many other ¢ airy
nothimgs,” might still find 2 local habitation
amd e, 1 reler to o formation of ' Freneh
Litermiy Society for the whole Province, The
recent meeting at the Canadian Institute of Ot-
tawa showed  conelusively the alert spirit ani-
wating the French wreiters of the Dominion,
aved from what I see of a movement, whivh 1
fave alwavs followed with interest, thére is
more literary activity atnong our French country.
wmen now than there ever was, And the standand
wuch . bigher,  Spite of the strictures of uiy
fricnad, M. Ersest Tremblay, it seoms that
Feench prose, especially, is being enltivated to.
duy in Uil with o degree of careful finish
wlided is not s pereeptible in the volumes of Lo
Foyes Canaolion, for instunee, lately put ints
wy tiauds These being the facts, the question
vecitts -~ whether it would not tend still further
to develop tiis pratseworthy spirit to for and
catry on vigorously s central organization.

Movnseves woald be precisely the wsan to
sty s A prvet or rallving point for suech a so-
viety.  He resides  pernsauemtly in Moutreal,
whivh is half way between the other two centres
coiehee and Onawa, He s now above and
beyond party jealonsies. Without being an obl
man, e has acguired that maturity of experi-
enee which enuld gaide and eontrol,
jtter
oh

v statedinge ix admired and ackuowledued
ait hunds. His present position gives him
both pestige and sufivient letsure, T eommend
the wlea to Bl 1 he saceesded, in the next
few ears ot woubi be o legacy worthy of being
phed beside the edocational and politieal ser-
vices which he hus rendered his cantry. 1 e
certain that' MML Le Moine, Legendre, Mont-
petit, Faucher do 8t Maurice, Frichette, Lanay,
Manmette, Turestte aud othiers, st Quebee, and
MM, Taché,” Drapean,  Lajoie,” Sulte, Tassé,
Dravid, auad others; st (Mtawa, would be ready to
cocoperate with hing in-layving the foundation of
sueli an jnstitution. Coming  simultaneosusly
with the extension of Laval University over the
Provigee, the movenent wounld be very popular.

I reavi just been readiug an weconut of Witkie
Cotling” fnner Hiterary Hife ot whivk [eallondy
two points for this column, o delivering his
optnion of Fughish syl het refers 1o Addison
and Byron, - OF the former he sayithat he was
a neat bat trivial writer, not in the least vigor-
vs or dramatic s but the: very reverse—-analy-
tical wmd  painfuliy minute.  His style bénms
about ax tnuch resemblanes 1o good strong ner-
vaus Raiglish axosilver filigree does to'a bronze
statue.  He addsthat he “doss not attempt the
style of Addison ** becavze 1is not worth while,”
This 1 devidedly cool awl refreshime. o No otie,
that T kuow of, ever accusand Wilkie Collins of
bieiteg ostlist before, his sole merit being in the
cunning of his construetive faculty. - He writes
good and thiematic  Eoglish, but. there is no
“eliracter” inoit and Bam inclined to suspect
that of by did attewnpt the style of "Addison, he
would never reach it
anr tune who have attmned the pure Addisenian
standard are: Irving and SThackersy, and the
fartaer will bacremvanbered for nothing » But
W Mr, Colltng s astray with regrodd fo the great
swriter ol Oueen Aune’s time, he G5 right in ve.
aared o Lerd Byron, and - he 35 the fiest’ who has
<abd moowell that Byren's letters ‘are the'best
Englishe that hi knows of—perfect and clear,
Bright and strong. This is very true, - Byton's
wase style is perieet, and hadhe chosen, he could,
ke Goothe and Victor Hugo, have "made as
greata wiane in prose ns he hus made in verse,

Broas temarkable: how very fow writeny have
excelled in both prose and verse. [ haveno time
to-day to enter’inta partienlars, and can-only.in-
stanen the ease of Dickens. © We have Several of
his peems i cecord, bt they are all ‘eramped

~aand common-place, Perhaps the moest popular

is the one valled the ** Tey Greewin *¢ Pick-
wick,”™ but its conventionality will steike the

Creader.. 1give itay an éxXsimple

_OnR! w dutoty plant is the vy green,

That craepeth o'er ruins old ;.0

Of right cholce Fond wes his meals, {

tn his coll no lone and coll . KRR

The wall tiust he eruinbled, the stone deanyad,
‘Fo pleasurs hia dainty v him: s

Al the winubdering duat that years haye made
(% n uerry weal for him, e

Croeping where no life i seen,
A rare ald plant s the fvy gr

weon,

0.

Fist ho atenlath on, thow l-.‘h‘o,wem'-u o ifiiipiu,
CAndiatian b old hea hwaheo T
oy rhsaly he twinethe i tigrht he ¢}

frian,
o bk friend the lgge suk trent R

His nwn ¢

The “only two writers of.

Aud mlily he truileth along the ground,
And his lenves he gently wuvens,”
As ha foyously bugwe and crawleth round
‘Tha rieh mould of dead men's graves.”
Creeplog where grim deith hius bewn,
A rare old plant is the ivy green,

Whole uges huve e, aud their works decayed,
~And natluns hkve soatterad been
But the stout 0ld jvy shull never fule

Fromn ita hule and hearty green,
The brive uld plust, in its lunely duys,

Shall futtee upon the pnst ;
For the statelieat building rann can rmine

Is the ivy's fuod nt lust,

© Cresping on, where time bas hoen,

A rarg old plant is the vy green.

A, SterLe PExN.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON ON. ST.
JAMES STREET.

PRIVING CLUB—~ PHOCESSION. OF EQUIFAGES-~A
LINT OF SLEIGHS~REFLECTIONS,

L his tast communication from Quebec, Kriss
Rringle states that the inhabitants of the Ancient
Cnpital boast of having the unly Driving Club
in the Dominion. .

That is a mistake,

There is a Driving Chdr in Montreal, which
turns out perioidically, as sketehes in the Caxa-
AN [LLUSTRATED News can testify,

Furthermare, there is no other ity in Cunada
which can vie with the metropolisin the variety;
beauty aud richness of its equipages.

I menn it winter equipages. In summer we
display nothing distinetive.

fomden has its Rotten  Row (what & pame 1y
Patix, its Longehainps ; Madrid, its Prado ; Ber-
lig, its Unteraden-linden 1 Vienng, “its Prader;
Rowsy its Piucio : New York, tts Harlem Roud.

The Montreal drive is St James street 5 from
Vietoriassquare to the Place d'Armes. )

Why ? §ain sure | eannot tell.
is short ; there is very litth: beauty in the street.
The two terwini are the ouly points of interest

the one, the bronze stutue of the Queen, too
sl for the breadth of the sipuare, and dwarfed
by the towering buildings around’;  the “other,
the grund pile of Notre i‘:u’nc, the Corinthian
portice of the Bank of Montreal, and the lonie
front of the Consolidated Bank.

The reason of the cholve, T suspect, is that
this is the best plave fo b sren, for within that
nartow ared is the heartof Mantreal.

Stand on the Post Ofhice corner, for instunce,
ona Saturday afternoon, between the hours of
three aud five.  Of course, the weather must not
be oo cold. I there s o snow-stora, all the
Letter.  Stand there and look for yourself,

The first curious object is the gathered crowd
itself. " Packed at your corner.and at the three

and vautage ground available. ~ Some even in
the open windows. There is a Club Houge in the
vicinity, aud, of course, it is gorged with spec-
tators of elegunt leisure and glittering binocle.

the phises of humanity congregate and are dis-
plaved, wund the flash of ejuipages through the

The distance !

i

untform dark mass, with the music of the silver
biellg, give it just that suspicion of poetry which
helyps to fidealize it'a ittle.© But only au very
litl)le_. el :

Let 1 eatalogue the sleighs as they pass,

First, « one-horse sleigh, with two solid meun
in it. The men wlk “business anid never look
around:

Then, another 6ne-horse sleigh, with geatle-
s and ladyv. Gent looks at the crowid and
never minds his companion. . T

Next, a two-horse sleigh. Papa drives with
his - eldest: son beside him 1 mamma’ esconeed
behind, with three or four little turbaned heads
peeping up around her. . A sparrow’s nest in the
pines, CPretty, : )

Astunuer. Skeletodi sleigh, red asfive,and trot-
ter black as wconl. "\ grand stepper, champing
his bit, swinging hiz head loftily, anxious to be
off and away on a mile streteh and three minute
tocover it. Man erect on his tiny seat, clad
in bearskin, looking very important,

“The dowaged's sleigh. So‘mr black through-
ont: black wolf skin robe trailing its tuited tails
in the snow.  Inunense horses, sure-fonted and

slow ¢ well-fed conchman in sueh livery as win. !

ter: will> allow, © My Iy Tooks “out grandly @
throtigh her gold-framed fulders, or waves hier:
fur-tipped gauutlet ns she speaks to middle-aged -

daaghter, or daughter-in-luw, . . )
SUA murmur in the erowd;: CAl beud forwand.
We see neither the horses nor the sleighy Al
our.eyes, even if we-had: twenty apiece, are for
hernlone. -Languidly teclining on her eushions,
coldled in-downiest robes, with seal-skin eap
dashed to one side, & la_vivandiere, aud an ad-
oruble nnconsciousness on her features, she glides
before us likean ypparition: : .

“.0, Niveid of the Northland I"" exclaims one
poor sentimental fellow, e e

“ieix Cleopatem ™ says avother,

SAWiLN ernnne, instend of the gauzes of Cor-
inthus,'” replies - third, . more classically in-
Alined,” . Sl :

What'is thins
i in:azlaw earriole, - They ‘got caughtiin the
procession and-eannot get-out of it. “So they full
bark in their seats and tako it easy. = After all,
the old téllow is as mteh a man as any ol thew,
and lo cieille—well; she. was not bad-looking
oney; : e :
il thin train moves on,” The sleigh with two
lovers i it 3 with - two: swells i with o' whole
famiily, and the youngest son, aged eight, hold-
ing tae reing wagniticently 5 sleighs with ugly

i

Aw habiting with his old wo-

did those relating to January.
{ pear that they do notall apply to Canada, where
; the month is always cold and dry.

corners opposite. Scorvs standing on every stair ¢

Pasview of the b:m-ll\u’t hall itself.

women and pretty women, the latter, of course,
predominating ; red sleighs, blue sleighs, green
sleighs, black sleighs. ‘

On and on and en. )

Gradually the white light deepens into shadow.
The spectucle becomes indistinet. . The lamps
are being lighted. ~The hum’ of the streets
deadens. The tinkling bells sound fainter, Two
hours have passed and it is dark. The crowd
feels that it is nuinbed and disperses.

¢ Call these hard times 1 says one.

“ Cod-fish aristocrucy !I'" says another.

‘* A hollow masquerade !" says a third.

‘¢ An insult to the poor " says a fourth:

- Notso; notso. It wasa good action. The
rich were happy in being looked at. The poor
were lmf}zpy in looking at them.  To me, the
sight of a pretty woman and a fine horse is feast
enough for one day. . I shall come again next
Saturday. Good.night.

Murrs,

NOTES AND QUERIES.

QUERIES,

No 9.—In the United States the name for an
elementary school-book is a ¢ Primer.” In Eng-
land, especially in the interior counties, the same
work is called a ** Horn Book.” Why is this thus ?

. Ottawa. Devos.

No. 10.~—1 troubled you sowe time ago with
an inquiry into the origin of the Scotel term
Hogmanay, which a correspondent, **Sciolus, '’
answered very learnedly in four different ways.
Reing as inquisitive as 1 am ignorant, 1 venture
again to ask what the meaning is of another
Seotch exprossion— Handsel Monday, as applied
by the peassutry of Seotlind to the first Monday
of the year? FERGES,

No 12 .~ Getrting into a scrawe: " s al expres-
sion of every day occurrence, but its history is
very obscure.  Qur dictionaries tell us that it
comes from the Swedish shrap.  Bat what, |

i usk, is the meaning of the Swedish word itselt’?

Montreal.

m

No. i Can any Kingstonian give we the
signification of the old [udian name Cataraqui,
if it has wuy ? X

NOTES,
No. 14— send yon, according to your re-
quest, the proverls concerning February, as |
But it will ap.

In England they say :

Febraary fill the dyke
Hither with the black of white—

¢ that is, with rain or snow, wnd they add :
Many ouly stare. Somé enjoy heartily. Others |
growl and eriticize, ” 1tis a microcosm where all

11 it be white, it's the bDetter tu like.
I Wales they say :
The Welshmun wouhd ruther see his dam on' her bier:
Than see u fuir Februeer,
In Seatland :
A the manths of the year
Curse a fuir Februeer.
The French say :
Fevrier qni denne ueiye,
Bel &1& nous pleige.
Furthiermore, referring to the 2od of the
wiotith, or the Festivad of Candlemas, we have:
Si sol spleudeseal, Marin puriticante, '
Mujor erit ghacies post festum quam fuit gaute.
‘Which has been translated as follows by some
Scotchman :
1f Candlenms Doy bedry aod tiir,
Tie hali of winler's tovome and wair
17 Candlewas Duy e wrt and foat,
The half of winter's wuue nt Yule,

That is worth testing in Canada,  As your
paper appears exactly on that day, Saturday, the
Sud, wo shall see,
©Prectsely with the same idea, the Cermans
have a proverh that the shephert would 1ather
see. the wolf enter his atable on Candlenws Day
than the sun.

jraven Han,
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OUR [LLUSTRATIUNS.

Liger-GovenNor T ey — N\ miemeir of this
distinguished statesman will be found in another
columni, froui the pen of an eloquent writer.
CUPRR Exeivsins” Basouer.=The daily papers
having given au aceount of the hanguet of the
Engineers, we supplement their information . by
There is no
‘more ‘efficient and- popular offiver _than Major
Kenuedy, who was formerly nun alderman of this
city, where he rendered much serviee to his con-
stituents und the publie genevally, R
Tur Last Suor ar PLevya —This view re-
presenty the last etfurts of Osminue Pasha to break
through the Russinu lives and effect his eseape.
Rut for his.wouud, he would perhaps have been
enabled to push his success " furthor than he ac-
tually did, - : .
S CORNWALL TLLESTRATED. -~ The matter con-
nected with the Stormount Stock and Training
Farty, and the horse ¢ Midway,” the property-of
Messrs, Bergin, ixgiven on the sate: page with
the engravings, : : . e
COTHE QrEBE: PARLIAMENTARY BriLpiNes.—

Aldeseription of-these benutiful “edifices appesrs

Separately in:the prosent issue:

TeMiN aAND  INcoLD,—This splendid picture:
represents a’ scene in a novel “of the German’
anthor, Gustav Freytag, where a devoted girl
fallsin despair over the prostrate body of her:
warrior lover. . 'We have reproduced the picture,
however, not for this incident, but on account
of the power of the expression and the extreme
beauty of the druwing, )

The StaTUr oF LiBerTY.—Last summer we
gave 4 full description of this colossal work, when -
the designs were exhibited jn New York by the
sculptor, Bartholdi. . It wili be remembered that
it is intended to stand on an island in New York
harbour, and to serve tha double purpose of a
light-house and 4 Centennial commemoration.
Itis a gift from the French people to the United
States, and is already far advanced toward com-
pletion,

ECHOES FROM PARIS.

Victor Hugo has presented 500f. ns u New
Yenr's  offering for  distribution among the
drivers and conductors of twn lines of owmnibuses
by which he is frequently. a passeuger. He has
never received so much for two lines.

Goods are arriving rapidly in the bLonded
stores Jor the Exhibition, and the work of in-
stallation is actively pursued. A gushing writer
draws attention to the fact that, on New Year's
eve, Venus never shone so brilliantly, “the
“reading” of the star weaning unquestionable
suecess of our World's Fair,

Towards the end of Just week a libretto. was
mysteriously left at the stage door of the Bouffes
Parisiens for the muanager by a man upknown.
Up to the present, the nume of the author has
not been aseertained. M. Comte, fimling the
work execellent, sent it to M, Offenbach, now ut
Nice.

The saembers of the Comédie Frangdse will
have the satisfuction of dividiug the sum of
19,2001, the amount of the profit on the per-
fortnances of the vear which has just closed.
The Comedie Frangaise isa repubiie, bot the
munager is appointed by the government.  The
profits are divided amouvg the scidtaives ex-
clusively, It isdoubtful if the theatre hus ever
beer s prosperous as under thedirection of M,
Emile Perrin,

Another of the curious old places tn Paris has
disappeared. A bhouse in the Ruedes Poultes
haa been taken down, whicl was the first restan-
rant of which any account exists in the eapital,
1t was openesl in 1763 by spewial licence of the
lieutenant of police.  Up tothat period food wa
duly served up inthe inus and hostelries. At
the restaurant in question; when it was Arst
opeuen, only dowillon wasseid, a sort of prepar-
‘:5 soup ealled * Restaurunt Divin.”  Later on
meals were served at this pluee.

The Shah of Persia, who wis received with se
mueh ceremouy whien he visited the Courts of
Europe, is to make another tour this summer,
artiving in Paris when the Exhibition will be in
its full glory.  Tlhis tine the ¢ King of Kings™
will travel facoyads.,  His Mujesty bas  been
preceded to Earope by his chief secretary, Mir
za Ali Khan Moum Qul Mould, who will ar-
range hisitinerary. The ecnvoy. who is thirty-
five vears of age, is distingaished as havivy
collaborated with Mizra Hussein Khan Spisalar
Azann in the establishuent of the post-office in
Persiu after the European modely and also mint,
The Persian Sovercigu s desitons of making
himself further acqnainted with Eavopean eivili-
zation.

A nuwber of Jupauese wnid Chinese, on their
way to Paris, arrtved at Marseilles st week
by the .fnedyr.  The Chinese, eighteen in
number, ure architeets, - sculpiors, amd painters,
who have come 1o erect their palace at Trocudens.
One of themw, Sun-Hsing-Keay, is one of the
fivst architects and  ooulptors of the Calestiat
Fmpire.  With them s arrived the Attache of
the Chinese: Legation st Betlin, Ts'ien-Tehpei,
and they were decompnnivd by M. Itland, Ger-
man interpreter.  The Japaness are youths ol
from twelve to Gifteen years of age, who have.
come to complete their education in Franee,
They have bee contided to-the care of M. Dury,
formerly Consul-Genernl of the latter country in
Japan, who in 1867 aceompaniad to Fravve: Mim.
bou-Tayou, the youug Tatkon of that period.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

The Canadian Hhatrated News has taken o gew de-
parire-~the iHustraton and deseription of wil the towns
in the country. It ic an enterprise in which wewish our
contemporary tha ntmost sneeess.” - Corowail s the Insg
place noticed.— KNingston Whay. :

"The Cunadian Hiustrated News for the current week
oontains siatesn views in amt about Cornwall, with five
co'umns of deseriptive Iatter preas containing a deal of
fnfurmativn respecting the ssttlement und growth of the
old town, . Mr, E. .- Mathews, Main Streer. has beoeu
appented seettfor the safe of the News. Orders for the
Morrisburg mumber, whieh will b fise one by ullace-
countx, should he lett with him at onve, o thot the paly.
lisher miy ba uble to regulate the supply . —Morrietyry
Conrrier. ’ : : R
. Thix week's number of the Cawrdian Hiusirated Newes
is au exvellont oue.  Besides iljusteations ol other sub.
Jneta of lutereat, n pags is devotad ta the pictutesque fea -
tares of the town of Cornuall. This is the second ofa
series of illustrated artiolea. desoriptive of - Cauadiau.
olties, towos and villages, with . their leading maoufag-
turing estublishiments. . This effort to iHustrate wud des:-
eriba the Dominfon ought tobelibemily rewarded by in-
cronsed patrnage aconnied to the [Hustrated News. the

only iluxrrated jonraal in Canada.— Bellerille l?lffl{l'{)m~
er. ;




