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S{A W'S AUCTION,FURNITURE AND
PIANO WAREHOUSE, MONTREAL.

We give this week a fine view of the interior
of the principal Salesroom of this great Auction,
Piano, and Furniture Warehouse, and cannot
give our readers a better description of it than
the following which appeared some time ago in
the Montreal Gazette:

" To obtain an idea of the number, variety
and value of the articles arranged or piled in the
salesroomî, it must be visited. Our visit was
made during one of the evening sales. As you
enter from Craig street, two long rows of
brilliant gas-lights illuminate the whole, and
give a very pretty effect. Near the front entrance,
standing a little apart, are six or eight pianos-
-some large, square, modern in style, and of fine
tone ; others old-fashioned-one made ten,
twenty, or forty years ago, and some of the old
" Broadwood Grands" that look, if put in some
houses, as though the long projecting end would
have to be put out of the window. There are
also in this department, harmoniums, ineloileons,
violins, and ail kinds of musical instruments,
intermixed with engravings, paintings-sone of
themn mere daubs, and others, works of raln merit
-landscapes, portraits of mothers and fathers,
whose grandchildren are now old ; books, maga-
zines, telescopes, time-pieces, grand old English
hall clocks, with their large lhonest face and
well-known "' tick-tick' silverware, glass, and
old china, swords, pistols. stuffl-d birds, deer's
heads, and other specimens of' iatural history.
Yonder sits a hapmpy couple, evidently lately
narried ; they are interested in a fine drawing-

room suite, with hamdsomne green silk cover,
and they are not going to lew'e the spot till that
is sold ; another coup)le select a handsome bed-
room suite, with marble-top; an elderly gentle-
Man walks up and down before a wardrobe which
he intends to purchase ; and an old lady with
glasses is intently examining a Brussels carpet,
and, to prevent another who seems likely to com-
pete with her for it, she points out a corner where
there have -been moths ;-yonder is a shrewd
bargain hunter, brushing the dust off a mirror to
see that there are no flaws ; another takes posses-
Sion of a fine Turkish easy chair, and is evidently
unwilling another should even look at it ; ano-
ther examines the forks and spoons, or silver tea
sets ; another holds a piece of china up to the
light ; a young miss runs lier fingers over the
keys of a piano; a book-worm pores over the
musty volumes, while an old woman down the
'oom rattles the tins on a stove, on whicli she in-
tends cooking lier old man's dinner on the mor-
row. The whole scene is a study for an artist or
the student of human nature. Meantime Mr.
S4haw himself arrives on the scene and takes the
management of the sale. His manner is pleasant
and lively, and his voice, though not Ioud, is
heard distinctly at the farthest end of the room.
Since lie has taken the sale iii land,-the bidding is
More spirited, and we have to change our position,
or be borne down by the mass of people who crowd
around to get a view of the articles. Though the
Purchasers know they will have to pay more for
the things, they seemed pleased at the change.
Ie is couunted a first-class auctioneer, and those
Who cannot approach near enough to examine the
articles, depend on his representation of them ;
like all auctioneers, he gets all lie can for the
goods, but without misrepresenting them, nor
will he take advantage of those who, in their
excitement, advance on their own bid-and is as
polite and considerate to the poor mechanic or
laborer, who buys a five dollar cooking stove, as
to the wealthy who can run up to six or eight
hundred dollars for a drawing-room or bed-room
suit.

He has now reached the young couple who
have placed themselves and their affections on
the pretty green suit ; the bidding has already
commenced ; " fifty," "sixty," "sixty-five,"
"seventy," "eighty," "ninety," "one hun-
dred," "one hundred and ten," says the gentle-
Imlan with the young wife ; "one hundred and
twenty," says an old lady, not moved a bit by
the pleading looks of the young lady, who still
retams lier seat in one of the large chairs. After
a noment's hesitation, a word more of recoin-
Imendation, it is knocked down to the young pair,
and with a look of real satisfaction, the lady
grasps lier husband's arm and both leave the
room. It is no wonder that Charles Dickens
loved to frequent the auction room, and no doubt
he drew many lessons of humanity therefrom.

Consider for a moment, the probable history
of the articles sold att auction. Some are sold
because their owners hava becomne ricli and are
suJ lying themnselves witli grander furniture at

'ompson's" Some have met withi misfor-
tune, and one by one, ara pai-ting wvith their
hiousehmold goods. Othier things are sold under
seizuire to satisfy rapacious landlords. Wliatever
tha causes, ani incredible amount of goods change
OWners at tliis salesroom, during this season of
the year.

The new and splendid building deserves somne
nlotice, as it is no only thme largest salesmoom in
the Dominion, but probably.thje hast lighited and
adapted for the purpose in America. The ground
Was purchased by Mr. Shîaw sonme six years ago
for $9,000, and comprises about 6,000 superficial

feet.n lotgin from the price paid for tlie ad-
Joiinglo a ewmonths ago, it isnow worthi

witli te buildings above $70,000. The present
building was erected on tlie site of that destroy-
ed by fire in October, 1872, on the plan and
uinder tlie superintendence of Mr. Thmomas, ar-
chitect, and cost Mr. Shaw about $38,000 to
erect it. It is five stories high, with an arched
coal cellar under the sidewalk; The lower flat
9r lbasement is devotod to tha sales of second-

THE FASHIONS.

Fig. 1. RECEPTIoN CosTuME.-Dress of black
faille with long train, whici is trimmned with
three rows of plissés. Corsage cuirasse. Fichu
of black lace. Sleeves plaited with narrow lon-
gitudinal folds, and at the waist two volants with
bow of black faille.

Fig. 2. DINNER DREss.-Dressofgrey laven-
der faille. Overskirt with train trimmedon the
sides by large bias variegated with band of black
silk. Corsage open square, and laced. Sleeves
bouillonnés.

Fig. 3. PARLOR DRUss.--Dress Of maroon
poplin of two shades. The train is ofthe darker
shade. Tunic with bias, round apron. Corsage
opened heart-shape on the bosom.

Fig. 4. MouRNING cosTuTmE.-Dress of cash-
mere. Skirt with light puffs. Rounded apron.
Corsage with short round basques.

Fig. 5. VIsITING ToILET.-Dreas of pearl-
grey faille. Skirt ample, with ostrich fethers
mn front, and bows below, in the shape of tre-
foils. Corsage with large basques. Wide belt.

Fig. 6. VIsITING ToILET.-Dress of ruby-co-
lored faille. Skirt trimmed with volants.

Fig. 7. CARRIAGE DREss.-Skirt of cashmere
adorned with a high volant. Large apron.

Fig. 8.-MORNING DEuss.-Simple skirt nar-
row above, and almost like a bell below. Pale-
tot sack of light cloth. •

Fig. 9.-DRESs FOR GIRL OF 6 OR 7 YEARs.
Blue poplin dress with rounded skirt and little
volants. Belt with clasp.

Fig. 10. DREsS FOR GIRL OF 5 OR 6 YEAR.-
White rep dress with yellow bias. Blue paletot.

Fig. 11. WALKiNG DREss.-Maroon dres
with rounded skirt, and tunie forming a secônd
skirt. Corsage with adjusted basques.

TEE GLEANER.

It is repoited that up to the present date 60
volunteer regiments in England, have adopted
the scarlet uniform, in accordance with the War
Office regulations on the subject, and that 82 re-
tain grey clothing and 62 green.

It is expected that the money testimonial
which it is proposed to present to Cardinal Mann-
ing, from Roman Catholics in England, will
amount to £10,000. Cardinal Manning is ex-
pected in London next week.

An English grievance against Ireland is given
by the Registrar-General, who states that a
million and a half sterling is lost in Ireland an-
nually through the farmers allowing weeds to
grow unchecked.

The Pullman cars have at length reached Mon-
chester, and there are now two daily services of
this kind between London and London-road.
The extension of the systeni seens to show that
it has been found successful.

Good Friday was observed in Scotland with
annually increasing respect. Besides the banks
and public offices, many leading mercantile
houses closed their places of business. Several
Presbyterian churches were open for Divine ser-
vice.

Considerable progress has been made with the
swimming-bath which is in course of construc-
tion on the Thames, close to Charing-Cross
Bridge. One feature of the structure w-ill be an
ornamentai tower. It is said that the bath will
not be ready for the use of the public before the
end of May or the beginning of June.

By order of King Alphonso, his sister and
housekeeper, the Countess of Girgenti, has assum-
ed the title of tue Piincesas of the Asturias. In
other words, the King, having no brother, has
made public intimation of his desire that hdis
eldest sister should meanwhile he regarded as
leir to the Throne,
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hand furniture, and is 12 feet high, about 42 feet
wide and 140 feet long. The next flat-the prin-
cipal show-room, and the one represented in the
engraving--is the sane area, 16 feet high, with
a raised dais along the sides and down the centre,
for the better display of good. Those who visit
the place during the display and sale of furniture,
will remember the fine effect this arrangement
gives to the appearance of the furniture. There
are also two fire and burglar-proof vaults. In
the flat above this is stored the fine walnut and
other furniture for which Mr. Shaw is gnt.
The front of the second storyis partitieioed off as a
piano room, and in this is to be seen a large num-
ber of valuable instruments of varions makers
for sale ; noticeable among them are the cele-
brated Vose & Sons, of Boston, and of J. P. Hale
of New York, who also have their agency here.
The number of pianos sold in this establishment
is something surprising, averaging two a day
during the pst year, besides the large number
of second-hand instruments sold in the auction
salesroom below.

The 4th flat is filled with chairs and cottage
furniture froni the Bownanville and other manu-
factories-and on the 5th flat is the upholstering
department, where parties can have their furni-
ture covered in the best and neatest style, select-
ing the quality and color they prefer.

Tlewhole building is admirably adapted for
its present purposes, and is crowded with furni-
ture, pianos, carpets, and general household ef-
fects, and is in striking contrast with the small
delapidated place in which Mr. Shaw carried on
his business, a few years ago, in St. François-
Xavier Street.

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

It is worth knowing that if one volume of cas
tor-oil be dissolved in two or three volumes o
spirits of w-me it will render paper transparent
and, the spirit rapidly evaporating, the paper i
a few minutes becomes fit for use. A drawinj
in poncil or in Indian ink can thus be made, an(
if th papr is placed in spirits of wine the oil i
dissolve4 eut, restoring the paper to its origina
condition. This is the discovery of Herr-Fus
cher.

It is decided that the ships for the Arctic ex
pedition shall be supplied with 36 sledges oi
various sizes, including two which can be useé
either as bridgesor ladders. There are also in
paparation two ice saws, which, worked by à
tripod stand, will be useful occasionally to eut s
dock for the vessel in the fixed ice when threa-
tened with a nip from floating masses. They
are 14 feet in length, 6 inches in breadth, with
teeth 2 inches wide and deep, and half an inch
thick. The ahips will leave early in June.

A project is on foot to present a testimonial to
Heir Lowenthal, to whom much is due by the
lovers of the game of chess in England. He has
been for more than 23 years past engaged in the
promotion of the practice and theory of the
game. Fromn 1854 to 1866 lie edited the ches
column of the Era, and lias since thon been con-
nected with Land and Water and various other
periodiceds. The Ches Plyars' Magazine, the
career of which w-as not so long as it
deserved to have been, bears ample evidence to
his talents as a choss editor. e has also at
various tiunes delivered lectures on the game
with great success, and was appointed mianager
of the British Chess Association in 1861.

A French gentleman of the naie of Georges
has, for many years past, been experimenting on
the preservation of fish, and has at last discover-
ed a fluid which will effectually bring about the
long-desirei result. For this flnid lie has taken
out a ptent which has been practically tested.
Fisli of various kinds were simply placed in a
bath of th solution for two hours only ; they
were then taken out of the solution and placed in
a cellar for six days. The fish, salmon especially,
is fouid to live kept its flavour and colour.
Delicate fili, such as soles, mackerel, red mul-
let, turbot, &c., are found quite up to the mark,
and though three days from the sea as palatable
as though fresh from the fishmonger's stall. The
importance of this inventiqn appied on a large
scale is very great. Many hunde4 tons of sa.
tish catught in far distant localities are now lost
as food to the inhabitants of large towns because
the time required for the railway journey is too
great.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE GR A PE IN QUEBEC.

To the Editor of the CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED
NEws.

In your paper of the 27th ult., an article with
the above headingappeared, Mr. W. W. Smith,
of Philipsburg, being the author.

In reading said article I have- found a number
of- unreliable statements (honestly made, no
doubt), but liable to mislead persons unacquaint-
ed with the culture of the Grape in our good old
Province of Quebec.

I merely wish to point out out a fow inaccur-
acies contained in Mr. Smith's paper. It is a
delusion to imagine that choice varieties of Grape
eau be grown in the open air in this Province,
in any place where Cora wil ripen.

Certain hardy varieties of the American Grape,
when well sheltered and cared for, ean be grown
for amusement and adornment, but with very
little success as to fruit-bearing.

I think Mr. Smith is inaccurate in saving that
the Adirondack is a variety introduceil but four
years ago. I have seen it advertised in Nursery
Catalogues at least ten years ago.

The maturity of Grapes ststed by Mr. Smith,
corespbonds with those cultivated in some of the
United States, that are favored with a more
genial climate than ours. My experience on
this point warrants me in saying that the earliest
varieties will mature about two weeks later,
when not sooner injured by the early frosts of
September.

I will hail with much pleamure the discovery
of some hardy choice varieties of Grape that will
fully mature during our short seasons.

Those in the market have not done so.
We want a Grape that can be cultivated for

profit in the open air, without aostly protection,
yielding an abundant crop, eithier for winîe or the
dessert, thus rew-arding the cultivator for his
outlay. Sucht a Grape is still w-anting with me.

These few- commente are nlot intended to dis-
eourage the Grape culture. V'ery far from it.
Even thoughi the crop should be nieither abun.-
bunt nor cf tho best quality, yat w-ho would
grudge te spend time sud money on the cultiva-
tion cf a Vinue, w-hich lias snul splendid foliag
ati creeping proper-tîes ?

I admire their first peeping buds in the spring,
and their opmening roseate silver and bîronîze-
tinged leaves ; their muinauto ivy pistils circled in
thieir delicate w-hite flow-ers ; theair luscious clus-
tered fruit hanging. I love them fer they have
beauty that aw-oys creates in me a char-m, as
satisfaction, a joy that is nover impaired, only
awhen the cruel frosty chills strike down their
,eaves mx tIhe autumn, leaving on their rude
stems the drooping sud crispy fragmente cf their
past glory,.

Coateookc,,Apr-il, 1875.

- HUMO URO US.
f BETTER run in old clothes than run in debt.

TuosE old Greeks were pretty wise fellows.
lu ther vocabualry maiden ia trmalated nothing, and
d mage le gauaon.

" SARAn was a good wife," aid a Georgian,
l pakong of hi last wife, "but he could never de up ail shirt real uDie"

ADvICE TO HUsBANDs.--Settle asmach money
upon your wife as you can, for herseeond husband, poor

- fellow, may not have a sixpence.
f "John! John ! wake up, there's a burglar in
d the house.1said the wife. John sot upright In bed.

lBurglar-b-r-r-g--e-r-burglar "-and he rolled over
walting for a harder word.

A suBscRIBER to a South-Western newspaper
died recently, leaving four years' subscription unpaid.
The editor appeared at the grave and deposited in the
cofin a palm leaf fan, a linen coat and a thermometer.

" Why do you ase paint?1 " asked a violinist
of his daughter. " For the same reason that you use
rosin, papa." " How la that" " Why, to help me
draw my beau."

NoTouious as a reader of his sermons, a reve-
rend gentleman, lu bantering a mason, one of his par-ishioners, on the superior stability of ancient compared
with modern buildings, put the question, " Can yon tel,
me when the masons lost the art of tempering their mor-
ta i" l11 heard,"said the man, with a sly ber,
Ithat l w-as about the timno that minitera bant the gift

of extempore preaching.''
A LovER of good coffee, who las been several

times swindled, entered a Woodward-ave. grocery, r.-
cently, and holding up a handful of ground coffe front
the big eau, he Inquired: "Are there any beans in this
coffe. t" "No, Sir," promptly replied the groer.

How do You know ?' asked ther isu h"Ieae 
ws out of beans and had to put pea la! " wnis the nn.
sower.

LITERA RY.
M. RANGABE, the Greek envoy at Berlin, has

translated Tasso's "lJerusalem Delivered " into Greek
verse, and dedicated hie work to the King of 1aly.

M. THiEu is occupied in writing another im-
portant work, entitled '.Histo're de l'Art." fron notes
collected during his late tour lu Italy.

A propos of the recent revival of Nicholas
Nickleby, it may not be nninteresting to know theat the
character of Smike was drawn by Charles Dickens fromt
life and that Smike still lives in Lon'on.

R. G. IIALiBuRToN, son of the author of
".%am Slick." willshortly publish a volume of poems.
Mr. Haliburton lithe author ol the quaint Nova Seotian
poem entitled "lujin Joe," which appears lu the new
number of Temple Bar.

DoN PEDRo, Emperor of Brazil, has just been
named corresponding memuber of the French Academiy
of 8ciences, in the section uof navigation and geography.
He la the only suvereign who bas been enrolleid amougat
the active members of this illustrions scientilie body
since its foundation in 1766.

A SHAKsPRE Memorial Theatre is to Le
erected In Stratford-on-Avon, the old town theatre
heving been pulled dowu. There la t obe a library li
connection with the building, and a gallery to recive
pictures and statuary of Stiaksperenn subjects. Subt-
scriptions are urgently requested by the local committee
which ha. taken the matter in hand.

Mr. SwIsBUNE is progressing rapidly with
his book on the progress of Shakspere's style, and the
Irit instalment will appear in the May numuber of the
>'brtnightly Review/ He will shrtly bringout s volume
of his early poemns, which will censist of the " Queen
Mother," I' Rosamund." those of" 'oemns and Ballads"
which date from college years, and one or two pieces
hitherto unprinted.

VA RIE TIES.
THE Empress Eugénie and the Prince Inperial

willvisit Madrid at the end of apring to oee the Counttes
Montijo, the Empres'a amother.

UMBILELLAM are now made with an oval pane
of glass inserted In tei front breadth, througlh whichi
anything approaehing may be seeu.

THE statue of Jean d'Arc, put up in Paris in
the Rie de Rivoli, was done for the Plrinee Imperial ;
they dared not put his uame te it, so they put ler. It
la very like him.

PREsIDENT MACMABON has consented to
France beiug thoroughly represented in n orlicial way
at the forthlcoming exhibition at Philadelphia. 'hie
Marquis do lAfayette, very appropriately, wi11 beat the
head of the conmmittee.

THE Empress of Japan has decided on causing
a new college to be built for young girls who wish to.
devote themselves to the career of teacher, and lias
g!ven the sum of 5,4,00 yen fronm her private puna to-
wnrdis the expense of the constrution of the college.

MANY of the London squares are now being
put into a highly ornamental condition. Mounds of
brickwork and rublbishi frm a basis for elevated garden -
ing, which will almoat give a bill and dale effeet froin
the bomdness of tlie undertaking.

Ta new egg and poultry voyage from Roueni
to Leith, noticed lately as contemplated. la now an ae-
complished fat, and the burghers of Midlçtliian now
feat on Irish French eggs at breakfast. The eggs are
very rich in quality a. e mnpared with the fishy-tasteîi,
eoast-gathered eggs iu Scotland and Irelanl.

ARTISf TIC'
IT is sid in art circles that Gustave Doré will

recivo*10000forilumtsn naMeare. Cassenl's magni.

M. PHLIPPoTEAU, a Frenchi artist well knmown
for hi varquiste dra-ug simnd hi.peturo of nilirn

ing the charge of the French emiassiers ou the Enmglish,
squames ait Vi aterloo. The pointer hais given, on the îone
baud, the full force of the furia frcm'ese, sud, on tie
other, bai thoroughly caught the Britishz tenacity. It
hmai been said thmat the English squarea were seventeen
lime. pierced te be re-formed the eighteenth. M. Pi.
lippoteau has admnirably displayed t he best quslhiies cf
adieresios a0worty cf each othe, sud sine that re-

CArrAIE MERCI ER lias just finishied a pictnre
of the present British Cabinet, for w-hich, something less
than a yoar ago, ho received s commission from a private
committe.eof memubers of both Houss cf Parliament.
The picture includes portraits of aIl the cabinet Mini,-
tons. each of whom, w-ith 8h. exception cf the Pr"mier,
bas givon several sittinga to the artist. Mr. Diaseil,
wrai, how-ever, noue the loua auonemsfumny "takens' whilit
receiving a deputaton.. Tie seoe e laid lu the. council
chiamber at Downuing-etreet, w-hih is sketohed with afidelity that ha. not omittedlte take uote cf a rent lu e
cf the yeliow en1iec window-hWtnda


