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I wais right; arguments, unaiwerable, came to
mny mnind, and whuat I then prepaired confirued
ine ii iy deterilnation to persever ; IL greant
spirit arose aiong tli people, anîd the speech
which I delivered afterwards in theii. IHousa coin-
iunicated its fire und impelled tlii on ; the

country caught tu fanmes, and it rapidly ex-
tended. I supported by eigh teen colet s,
1y the grand jury iddresses, and the resolutions4
of the Voliiiteers. I stood upon that ground,
and was deteriiiied never to yield. 1 broiglit
on the question on the 19th of April, 1180.
That was a graiitday for Trelaiid ; that day gave
her liberty." 'T'he speech Grattan delivered on
tlat day wvas a triuipailint vind ication of hi$
colintry's riglits. Here is an extract

I have no ambition, uinlems it b tie amnbi-
tion to break your chain and contemplate your
glory. I never will be satisfied so long as the
neanest cottager in Irelaind has a link of the
British chain claniking to his rags; lie imny be
naked, he shall not bc in iron; laid I do see
that the time is at hial, the spirit is gone forth,
the declaration 16 planted ; aid, tliougli greant
nien should aiostatize, yet the cause will live;
and, though the public speaier slouild dlie, yet
the immnortal fire shall outlast the organ thbat
conveyed it, and the breatlh of liberty, like the
word of the lioly ian, will not die with the
prophet, but survive hii. I shalil niove yoi -
' That the King's most excellent Majesty and
the Lords and Comnions of Ireland ara the only
power comlipeteit to iake laws to bind Irelaid."

This is what the Irisli people ara now unan-
imously looking for, and it shows the spirit
which lived in Grattan is still alive ; and no
oie, no natter how prejudiced, cai say that it
ia net the unanlimous wish of the Irish people
that they should have tlcir own Parlianent.
The saine thing was said that tinie te Grattan
as is now aaid ta Butt : that the movenient was
oily (I veiled rebellion.1'

After a long course of events, the rebellion of
'98 having been quaslied, etc., and Grattan
having suiffered froin severe illness, we comle
ta 1800. The friends of Ireland wcre necessarily
anxious tliat Grattan should re-enter Parlia-
ment. It chaned that a vacancy la the borough
of Wicklow occurred just in tine to enable the
patron of the borougli, Mr. Tiglie, te have
Grattan retiraed at the opening of the session.
A stormy debate had occupied the day and
night, when at seven o'clock in the norning of
the 15th of January, 1800, Grattan, emiaciated
and feeble froni his long illiess, enîtered the
tiouse of Coraons supported by two truty

friends, Mr. Arthur Moor and Mr. W. B. Pon.
aonby. ls reappearance at that awful crisis
of his couitry's fate excited the strongeat emo-
tion in tle ]Ouse and galleries. A cheer broke
forth, prolonged and veheeneit; friends crowded
round Iiiiii ; but their dlighlit at lis return ta
the scena of his old glories wias qualified by the
deep ainxiety iitl> which they regarde.l-lis
evident physical exhiaustion. Beiig unlîable to
stand, he obtained permission to address the
Ifoase sitting ; and in the course of a speech of
two hours, hie dissected the ministerial project,
exposing the sophistry of its advocates, and
deionstrating its fatal tendency, with the vig-
oroua logic and impassioned eloquence tliat had
characterised his most effective parliamentary
efforts. During the session lie frequently spolke
against the mîinisterial scliene. On the 14th
of February, Ir. Corry taunted him witi lis
absence fromî Ireland during tihe previous year.
Grattan, in his answer, took occasion to refar
to the Imionstrous crimes coniiiitted by tle
agents of the adiiinstration : "I could not join
the rebel-I coult not join the government-I
could iot join torture-I could net joi lalf-
hanging-I could not jii frae guarter-I couîld
take part with necither. I w'as therefore absent
fron a scene wliere I couild not be active with.
out self-reproach, ner indifferent with safety."
He also said, "The treason of the Minister
against the liberties of the people was infinatly
vorse tlan tlhe rebellion of the people against

the Minister.'
In the beginning of 1820 his liealth gave way,

and his physical weakness, increased by old
age, rendered it apparent that his time on carth
inust be short. Hlis anxiety to get to London
to move the Catholie question in Parliainent
induced ii to disregard the advice of his
physicians, whio assured hia that he ouglit to
avoid all mental and bodily exertion ; and that
if lie persistcd in undertaking the journey, the
responsibility would be his own. His weakness
wvas so great that the leading Catholics implored
him ta abandon the intention of going to plead
tialr cause in London. le said, '' I!othing but
physical impossibility shall prevent me, as I
consider tbat iny last breath belongs to my
country.' l also said that, if unable to speak
for the Catholics, lie couîld pray for theni. He
lid al ways a profound sense- of religion. le
was free from sanctinonious pretension, or the
cant of piety; but he onîly gave expression to
his lifelong sentiments vlein lie said, in his
last illness, "I caI .do nothinig of myself. I
prostrate myself, with all ny sins, at the foot


