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''ie vitnesses are here divided hetween the Methodists and Pres-
byterians, the majority inclining to thc former, but uiiiorm ly giving
their answers in favour of the one or the other. Indecd, thrcîe scems
little question that, if left to its unaided resources, this Province
would present the sanie appearance in religious matters, tlat the Uni-
ted States do. Tlere, I believe, the Methodists forim the most nu-
inerous sect, and the Presbyterians rank next-the former acting as
pionecers, and spreading thenselves over all the newvly settled coun-
tries-the latter coming afier thiem, and gradually gaining grounud as
the people becone able to support regular Preachers. This state of'
things naturally takes place, wlere no funds are provided by the State,
for the religious wants of those, whose situation prevents then firomi
naintaining Clergymen of education, from their ow'n unaided resour-

ces. There the Methodists rapidly diffuse thenselves, and though
many of theni are, of' course, devoid of' any pretensions to learning,
and are actuated merely by a sort of blind zeal-yet, unqucstiona-
bly their labours are, on the whole, productive of great gond. They,
hovever, who are best judges of hulian nature, will, I believe, agrec
with nie in tliniking tiat the advantages which norality and religion
would derive firom the state giving moderate support to preachers of'
a higlier order, vlio vould avoid exciting that spirit of fanaticisni and
delusion, which too often subsides into total apathy, would amply re-
pay the expenses attending the measure. Withl this support, I be-
lieve that Presbyterianism would take the lead of' any denomination
of Christians in North Anierica.

I conceive that I liai'e nowr fi'lly proved iny third head of argu-
ment, and have establislhed, tlat the feelings of tle Protestant pop-
ulation of' Canada are as decidedly opposed to the pretensions of the
Englisli Clircli, as they are naturally disposed to yield to tle more
moderate claims of tliat of Scotland; and that to give the reins to some
church politicians and render tle Colony, as tley express it, Englisl,
by forcing over us a church establishment, like tliat of England, were
a policy no less unvise than dangerous. It has already been acted on
to an extent tlat lias alarmed every truc friend of Britain, and of
Canada, and if persevered in, every succeeding year will, I am satis-
fied, serve furtier to denionstrate tlat it is both iipracticable and un-
safe. Coull ive ever suppose its supporters to b ultinately so tlr
successful as to establislh it in Canada as tle dominant religion, I am
persuaded that their triumph wrould be but of short duration.
Let us just carry fiorwaid our views a little till tle periol vhen tle
dreanis of our sanguine projectors are to be realised. Let the Churci
of England thrive and prosper ainong us, lot lier clergy rule over us,
and let theni lie put in possession of such a portion of'the good things of
the Land, as may be consistent vitli lier dignity,and witlh the slarc slie
claiims in ler native England. We slall admit tlat as a body tliey
milit b learned, and respectable; but then, by tlie constitution
o tleir Church and Ile care oifi Govcriînîeiit, they would be indepein,


