-4 On the Creed.

his laws and violate his commandments? Whilst we profess
<our belief in God, shall we live as if there was no God in the world ¥
— Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter intothe
Lingdom of heaven, bul ke that poryn THE WiLL of wmy Father
which g5 in heaven. Not he, who werely confesseth thut the Lord
God omipoient reigneth, shall partake of his mercy cverlastingly—
but he who serveth the Lord with gladness, and who doeth the will
of God foom the heait. '

Inmaking professsion of our belief in God, we nat.umllykuc-
-krowledge that He is ALmicnty and the MAker or Heavew
axp EarTie Conwinced, then, that He is * Almighty,” shall
wesk and dependant man presume to contend with €od¥ Can he
dispe by rebellion, to prevail against omwipotence ; or knows he
ot that there is nothing in heaven or e#th that can do according to
his works and according to his might £ or is he not assured of the
truth of these ﬁ:arfuf words; I, cven I am He, and there 15 no
God with me: ¥ il and I moke ative y Iwoxnd and I heal : neither
is there any that cou deliver out of sy hand. ~
_ Aund convinced, and confessing that God is the ¢ Mukey. of
heaven and earth"-—of ¢ all things sisible and invisible”—how shall
we boast ourscives of the goods -which are ks, aud of the trea-
sures whick are the bounties of His Providerce? Knowing that he
i the author of all we have, the bestower of all we enjoy, shail
we presumptuously ascribe them to ouar foresight, prudence and
fortune ? Assured that it is God who giveth vs fruilful seasons, fill-
ing our hearts with food and gladness, ehall we revel amid his boun-
ties, ungrateful and unthankful ? 5hall we refuse te bestow on the
needy what God hath lent to us as instruments of His loving-
kindness ? Shall we waste solely upon ourselves the goods of which
we are merely stewards and must groe account 2—No: when pos-
sessed of these benefits let us use the world as not abusing & ; and,
~licn deprived of them, let usimitate this exemplary resignation,
Lhe Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away ; blﬁ:ﬁed be the Name
Qf ihe Lord; .

et there ts another appendage to this first A rﬁc\-‘]e of the Creed
#hich merits equal eonsideration—viz. thut we belivve in God us o
I'ATIiﬁR. As the Author of all things, hie s, oo that accoun:,
their Parent ; and’ being our Creator, lie is also, in that sense our
Father, For the like reason he is the Unisersal Parent of all
things visible and invisible, animate and inanimate ; of the morn-
sug stars whick sang together and of the sons of God which shouted
J_‘or jcy at t_he creation of the world ;— the Parent of Adam made
iu pus own tmage and litouess—uand the Yather of the rain and the
dew. Y‘et, h(_: 1S more eminently our Father by redemption than
by creation: in this, hie wade us; in that, be bath ocated us anew:
by the latter we are his creawnres ; by the former we are his sons,
OF kit own will begat he us with the ward of huth ; and whesvever



