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LESSON XXII

June 1, 1878,

ISRAEL IN EGYPT.
Gen. xlvi, 1-4, 20-82,
CoMMIT TO MEMORY varses 2, 8.

PARALLEL PAssAcES—~Acts xxvii,
Rov. 1. 17.

Vith v. 1, read Gon, xxviii. 183 with v,
2, Gen, xxvi. 28-25; with v. 8, Ex.i. 73
with v. 4, Ex. iii. 8; with vs. 29, 80, Luko
ii. 28, 20; with va. 81, 82, ch. xlvii. 6,

Centran TRUTH—The sleps of a good
man ordered of the Liord (Ps. xaxvil. 28).

InTERNATIONAL TEXT.—'Thont shalt guido
me with thy counsel, and afterward receive
mo to glory.—DPs. lsxiii, 28.

There being no recorded ovonts botween
owr Jast lesson and the present, we can
proceed at once with Iaracl pmark the
pamo), and by attention to him as he goes
on his way wo leayn somcthing to help us
on ours,

T, Hero is I[SRARL JoURNEYING.—v. 1.
Not o single family, but & group of house-
holds, with servants and cattle, meking a
earavan; camping at night whero water
conld bo hind, and at length reaching Bee:-
ghoba. Hero Abraham had lived, and set-
tled a disputo about a well; hero alsy Isaac
had come to an understanding with Abim-
olech. Wells were of the gicatest impor-
tance to theso shopherd chiefs. Seo Gen.
xxvi. 25 and 82. And for Abraham'’s case,
Gon. xxi. 80. Both had also worshipped
there. Gon. xxi. 83, and xxvi. 25,

If any of the pupils visit Palestine, going
from tho South, they will find upon this
spot—nhout which there is no doubt—two
largo and five smaller wells, the large ones
a hundred yards apart and in sight of each
other. The largest is ovor iwelve feet
scross, and in Dr. Robinson's time it was
forty-four feet and a half to the water, and
twenty-cight foct to the bottom of tho
casing of masonry. Troughs lie around on
the rich grass, through which liles and
croouscs spring ; and the curbstones of the
woll’s mouth ave worn into many hollows
by tho ropes used in drawing, “as if frilled
or flutod all round.,” Well thoy may be
when men have been drawing out of them
for thousands of years, Evon the namo is
not changed. It is & witness to Bible
truth.

1I. Tsnaen worsuireiNGg.—*Prayer and
provender hinder no wan’s journoy.” This

lnco was favorable. Abraham’s treo
{likoly tho hardy tamarisk) would be stand-
ing still. Pechaps Isanc's altar also, To
bo where ona's fathers have lived aud wor-
shipped touches any heart that is not sin
gulurly callous, and Israel’s was uot. From
this spot he set out for Laban's dwelling
after the breach with Esau, and ho could
reeall many a providence sinco then, for
which to bless God. “He offered sacrifices
anto the God of his father Isanc.”

Noto two things. (a) Times of great in-
terest in our lives should be times of great
religions carnesiness. Going to & new
school—aoven into o higher clags, making o
holiday visit from lhome, going into sn of-
fice, any move of this kind should be “be-
gun, continned aud cnded” in prayer.
Phere would bo fowor failures on this plan
than we have now.

Snerificing was tho common, solew.n
way of worshipping God at that timo. The
offcrer gave God of his mmeans, f_»hus ace
knowledging that all camo from him. e
glied the blood of the beast, asif owning
that ho deserved to dir, nad Gud accopted a
vietim. 1Ie burned tho slamn beast with
fire, as if acknowlodging that God's wrath
might well consumo him—the best par of
him, the living soul, and ho placed him-
self under God’s care as ono reconciled and
consecrated so hum. In thi. case tho saevi-
fico would include, like a solemn family
worshup, all his houschold.

(b) Thereal help toone's picty in godly'
parents: “tho God of his tather Isanc.'
If you were going 8s a stranger iuto & new
place with only one letter of introduction,
it would make a great difference that it was
1o your fatlior's oldest and best friend. So
children of good parents can go to God and
sey, “God of my fathers!” And for them
to bo godless is spemnlly guilty. See Abi-
julv's speech in 2 Chron, aiv. 125 “O child-
ven of Isracl, fight not,” &e.

III. Sce Ismakn pEantNG; not with a
guilty fear, such as his sons had when they
wore going dewn ; snor with doubt, as if,
perhaps, ho should not doat; but with that
treraulous senso of tho importance of the
stap which the best ruen will feol, and are
all tho botter for feoting. "Tho hght.rhind-
od who rush on without it, tarely como to
muoch., Sce Prov. xxvui. 14, That is tho
bast senso of “Lafa is real, Jtio 18 earnest.”

How do-wo know hn 1t 80?2 Trom the
word: God: says to him; winch :met the
thoughts of a’hesrt that God woll know.
Ps. oxxxix. 1. (So the divine Redeoraer in
John ii. 24.).

Sco lhow God removes Ius fear.  After
the sserificos (v. 2) in the night visious, he
calls him by name, (Jobu x. 8, Jehn xx. 16),
tirice, “Jacob, Jacob," (seo xxii. 11);“not
Israel,” observe. Seo John xxi. 17,

o nssures him of kis standing. “Iam
God, the God of thy father It is tho
same &8 “I am tay God." This is real
strongth. Whon wo respond in our hearts,
and can say, “Iam thy child,” wo have
tho *spirit of adoption,” Gal. iv. G, Chris.
tians avo feeblo in all servico wheu they
want this; when they do not at heart really
know whether they are belicvers or not.
Without this thers may bo noise and bus-
tlo, and “work"” o called, but there is no
power.

o ussures him of i dsing in the right
tway, “foar not.” Jncob was lurning his,
brue, God liad said this
stop should be taken, Gen.xv. 18, but ob-
scuroly ; and Isiac ind onco cowe 86 far
on Jus way to Egypt, nand boén forbidden

e
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Ao go (sco :Gon. Xxvi. 2}. ‘No wondor if

Jocob-—with his whole amily—~mado this

chango witki.somo doop conoern of mind,
: : -
o

thev'o maaky of theo a great nation;

nay, nlore: “I will go down with thee into
Ligypt.” That is enough. I} is vory Qife
foront from Lot'a going into Sudom,

. He tondorly considors his henrt-yearn-
ing after Canaan, *Iwill bring thoo up
again,” thy body to n gravein the pro-
mised land, a8 « pladgo that thy childven
shall have it in  due time; and gfter Jo-
acph. “Joscph ahall put his hand upon
thino eyes,” i. o, to close them in death,
tho cormnon craving of all human hoearts,
for love avound the dying bed,

Now lot him go on hia way: wo shall
soon aro him,

1V. Resorcivg.—As thoy joarney a pro-
cession meots them; one leaps from  his
charviot. stands before Jacob; let us loavo
them weeping on each othor's necks, and
hear tho glad old man, satisfied at hesrt,
say v. 80. By-and-by Joseph arranges for
the announcomont aud presontation of his
brothors to Pharaoh, like a good brother,
and o wise, capable man that forgets
nothing, vs, 81, 82, concorning which our
next lesson will show us something.

Seo (1) how _faithful the Lord is. Jo-
soph is restored, all things ura not against
Jacob.

(2) So parents who have to part with
godly children, and godly childron who
have to lose such parents, will bo rounited
novor agrin to part, and tho joy of meoting
will swallow up the pain of parting,

(8) When Goa clearly bids us do any-
thing, lot us d¢ it without fear.

There was much against this move;
Egypt heathen; Abraham had troubles
there; Jacob was old ; bondage threatenod ;
Isaac forbidden; but God's word makes
way plain. Whon ho speaks, wo may dis-
miss the fear naturalto mon before they
are ecnlightened and assured, when it is
not the “Isracl,” but the “Jacob" in them
that is timid (soo v. 2).

LESSON XXIII.

June 8, 1878.

JACOL AND PHAKAOH,
Gen. xlvii. 5-10.
CoMMIT TO MEMORY verses 8, 9.

PARALLEL PASSAGES.~—Acts vii. 14, 15;
Tieh. xi. 13.

With v. 5, read Dout. xxvi. §; with v.
6, Prov. xiv. 85, and xxii. 29; with v. 7,
Gen. xiv. 1 ; with v, 8, Pros, xvii. 6; with
v. 9, Heb. xiii, 14, Ps. xxxix, 13; and with
v. 10, Hob. vii. 7.

CENTRAL TRUTIL—"Days should speak.”
Job xxxxii. 7.

INTERNATIONAL TEXT.—For hera wo have
no continuing city, but we seck one to comne.
—ILob. xiii. 14.

Intropverion.—T v points deserve no-
tico before wo study tho mterview botween
the “Prince with God” and tho Egyptian
king.

(1) It was best for Jacob and his family
to De removed from Canaan. ‘Thoy were
not improving, and Canaan was becoming
so bad as to ronder extirpation of the poo-
plo propor. ‘The Israchtes would have
sunk with them, through the all:ances and
marringoes which they would havo been led
to make.

2) Egypt was a good placo for the peo-
ple. Whito much could bo learned of the
arts of life, Israel was kept separate by
calling, as shepherds; by tho land whicl
was only 11 name n part of Egypt ; and by
ihe subsequent cowrse of Pharaoh in en-
slaving them.

God's hand appears through all this his-
tory.

Wo can gather all that needs to be dwelt
upon in this lesson under the following
hends. The cor 'y king; tho houored
prime ministor; and the aged saint.

I. Tur courrLy KiNv.—Ie is duly in-
formed by Juseph of the arraval ot the par-
ty. Five of the Lrothers ave preseuted to
hin.. This was fitting respoct to hin and
to all. The number was enough to repre-
present them, not too many ; suited Bgypt-
ian ideas (Gon. xliii. 84). The taste of the
king is olvious, 1o inquires of the active
men, “What is your occupation?” The
question would have been less fit to Jacob,
to ‘whom he puts another question. They
answer discreotly ; state their position and
desire—namely, to dwell intho land of
Goshea. Pharao™ vesorves his decision
and givesit in the proper manner. This
matter of business having been sottled, a
courteons introduction of Jac b takes placo
(v. 7). '"Po him the king puts just steh a
question as was suitable, and as most old
men answer with pleasure, “Iow old art
thou?” ‘Tho Egyptians wore not long-
lived. Pharaoh never probably saw & man
so aged ae¢ Jacob. From hun wo may
learn

(20 There issome tac. required for tho

roper asking of questions. We may bo
tiko the flies in summer that alight on the
ane soro spot of tho horse’s skin.  We may
Jead in conversation in tho divection that
will give only pain, or in that which will
givo pleasurd, One hags noright to ask
rude, impertinent or painful questions.
Many ~ tonguo is an umuly ovil i thns di-
reetion.

(0) Something is duo to both rank and
years. Thore is mo morit in despising
oithor. Roveronce is worth cultivating,
Joseph has due deferance phid to Pharaoh
as king, »>nd Phartob pays due deforenco to
the aged patrinrch, Ifwo push our notions
of indepondenco eo far that wo shall loso
this gentlo regard to the fitness of things

‘which is the mark of refinomont all the

world over, it will not raise, but degrado
us.

t¢) The question **How oll art thou?”
may suggest much. One’s naturil birth js
one beginning of life; ane’s iow anel spir-
itual birth is another. Soma men aro fifly
years old aé men, and only a fow yenrrs old
a8 Chuistinus, “How cld art thou?” “How
many of tho énys of thy lifo (ns it Is in the
Hobrow, in this quostion) have passéd ?”

II. Tur HONORED. PRIME MIMISTER.~—Ho

understands the best "way of putting tho.
| onse boforo Phornok. His brothers avow.

"thoir ealiitig-—not soldiers, bt shophords—
‘and their proforenco for.Goshon. Chaking

is thus free to oblige thom, without appear-
ing to Do influenced by Josoph, At the
samo time tho king puts all honor on Jo.
seph, Jdooa not give the conoession to thom,
hut divects Joseph (v. 8), “In the land of
Goshon lot thom dwoll.” It wag fitted for
pasture, on the borders of tho land noasvest
Canaan,

At the eamo time the klag gives o dis-
crotionary powor to Josoph to appoint any
active men amoayg his brothers to uffice, ns
masters ovos his eaitle, v 6. Then 23 now,
probably, public employment was deemed
iighly desitable. And nuw Jusoph's drerms
ave fully carried out. Xo is the civii su-
perior of his father and his bretheon. ¥ig
authority extends over them. HHe fixes
their residonco and takes cave of them,
The *sheaves ' and the heavenly budies are
here in the sustonance he yields thom, and
the authovity ho has over them, Uncon.
scionsly, even Phavach fulfils his dreams.
For Jozeph's rake Tacob and his sons enjoy
the honor wnd advantage conferred on
thom.

IIL, Tur aceD saiNT.—Tho picture is as
beautiful as it is suggestive, Wo can pie-
turo the old man, white-hawed, teaning on
his staff with ono hand, with the other on
the handsome (Goa. xxxix. 6) and digmfied
sonin lus prime, inthe interview with
Pharaol. e 18 of the past to Pharaoh,
likke ono of another time. Ho 1s impres-
sive and full of interest. It 18 most natu.
ral for Jacob to bless Pharaoh. His years,
his numerous family, hisrank, his very
trials, give him weight, and as he is af.or-
wards a prophet, ho seems to be, for the
time a priest. So e prayed for o blessing
uYon Pharaoh. Ho feels his nght to dot.
Phiaraoh, if lte did not ask it, yot no doubt
received it roverontly. Now mark his re-
ply to the question (v, 8) : “The days of the
years,” &e. He dwells—~as an old man
will—on the words that express the long.
drawn years, Ho shows

(a) o did not expect to live much long.
er. DBut God spared him soventeen years,
of great happiness, wo may well helieve.
We Po nct know what God has in store for
us.

(b) 1lis lifo was shorter than his father’s.
Abraham's age {Gen. xxv. 7), and Isanc’s
(Gen. xxxv. 28). Io mentions this in
modest estimato of himsolf, length of days
being to him ovidence of divine favor.

(¢) With them all it was a “pilgrimage,”
not only in having no settled home, but in
relation to all the world, and all their days.
They were going toa howme; oven the
gravo is but a step on tho way (Gen. xxxvii.
85}, They are all tho timo waiting for
God's salvation” (Gou. xiix. 18). Seco Heb.
xi, 14, as tho statoment of thoeir feeling.

() His life has been peeuliarly trying.
Ho thinks it important enough to mention
this; but ho does not go into particulars
which Pharaoh could not understand, We
can look back over it, and seo how wuch
trial had been in it. Womay speeify hia
early want of harmuny with Lsaun; his
forced fhight to Paduunaram; the wrong
dono lum by Laban (vetribution upon him
for doceiving Esau aud Isrnely; his
changed wages; lns anxiety about the
moeting with Bsau; the eatly death of Ra.
chol ; the disgraco of Dinah; tho wild ve.
vengo of his sons; the quarrel this bred
with neighboring cluefs 5 tho loss of Joseph
tho susponse aus to Simon and Bonjam,
and tho bad conduct of Rouben; and yet
how much of all this was due to his own
errors and impatietco !

nwb Let us bo courteous (1 Peter iii. 8) to
all,

(b) Let us vovere tho aged. 1 Tim. v. 1;
Prov. sxiti. 22. Natural, even heathen
men, like tae Greeks and Athenians, could
seo the beauly of this fecling. The want of
it in tho young is exceedingly offensive.

{c) Lot us live livos that will bear to bg
looked back upon. Eph. v, 15,

(V) Lot us hnve good will to all. *“Jacob
blessod Tharaon.”  Gal. vi, 10,

(¢) Lot us be thankful for Him who is as
Josoph to us—bringing us before the king
of kiugs, giving us var place, sustaining us,
aud protecting us, with all the authority of
a princo, and all the love of o brother,

— e ——

Kandon Leadings.

I'ather Ilyacintho recently celebrated
mass at Geneva,wlore lio preached & #mag.
mticent' sermon. 1le declared that conles-
gion was a fornudable sunnortality unless
1t was voluntary, and that it would ho the
first and wost urgent veform to be consid.
ered at the next synod of the 0ld Catholics.

It is rumored that some very excellent,
but over-zealous people ‘n New Jersey in-
tend to shut off the dwellers at the water-
ing-places in that State tion thew Sunday
papers and mads.  They do not approve of
desecrating the Sabbath by reading sceular
nowspapéys. Cau they enforce pioty by
legislation ?

The Christian Union thinks that some
of the public journals of tho day, 1 report-
ing and ‘“working up" crimes, do a vast
amount of mmsetuef.  Such farmliar dealing
with bornbie themes bluuts sensibility and
mduces an appetito for startling and dread-
ful accounts. Such “freedom of tho press”
ought earnestly to bo opposed as detrimen-
tal to the pubhe moralhty,

I will Liston to any one's convictions, but
pray keep your doubts to yourself. I have
plenty ot my own.—~Qoctlhe.

Evory stop of progress which the world
has mado has boen from scaffold to scaflold
and from stake to stake.—Wendell Fhul-
lips.

“If I wanted to punish an enemy," said
Hannah More, “it should be by fastening
ou hun the trouble of constantly hating
somebody.”

Not nations, not armies have advanced
tho raco; but licre and thore, 1n tho course
of ages, an mdivadunl has stood up and east
lus shadow over the world.—Ghapua.

Thoy shall bent their swords info plough
shares, and thoit spearsinto pruning hooks ;
snanon shall: not lift up sword against- na

t:0n ; neither shall they: learn war any’

moro.,

BRIMISH AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN

‘Bruoat snid ho did 10t know how tho offect

Our Ailoung £alks,

LERNEST AND LUTHER.
A PERVERSION OF 5CIENCE

BY JACOUM ABBOTT.

One mornttyy wion  Lather cuine  Jdown
mto the breakiast 1oum he found tho win
dows coverved with frost, in a peeulinely
smooth and umform moansoer,  Ilo tuvk vut
o natl, which  ho hiappened to have i his
pucket, and bugau to waste s e on e
frost and to make some drawings, e dal
it partly to amuse Johnny, who stood by
watohing him.  Jolmuy scomiwl 1uch
amused, espeeially by an vuthine pictine of
@ pig, which Luthor was making.

It wus very good in Luther to try to
amuse Johnuy,

Prosently huis mctlier, who was stting by
tho fire, with a book in her hanid, waiting
for the breakfast to be brought in, looked
up, «ud, seeing what he was doing, said to
him:

*I would not do so, Luther.
seratch the glass.” .

“Oh! no, muther,” sad Luther, *iron
won't scratch glass, It is not havd
enough.”

You 1aisht

“It might scratch it,” said hiz mothor.
“And, atany rate, I would rather you
woul 1 xot do1t.”

I don't beltove 1t could,” said Luther,
speaking half to himse!f, *aud I mean to go
and ask Ernest.”

So lie went mto Braest’s vrom, where he
fouud Braest just puting away lns books
and papers, so as to  be in resdiness to  go
when the breakfast bell should ring.

“Ernest,” said he, *“will iron secrateh
glass 2"

“No,"” said Ernest.

“Will anything scratch glass oxcopt a
diamond 2"

“Yos," said Ernest.
things.”

“*What things ?"* asked Lutheor.

“Very hard stoel,” said Ernest, “and
sharp edges of silox or flint, and of scveral
other ininerals. A diamond does some-
thing moro than scratch it, howover. It
scems «o crack it, as it were, in_somo mys.
tevious way ; that s, 1t forms a fissurealong
the lino over wiuch 1t is drawn—a fissuro
which extends deep into tho substauco of
the glass—somotimes almost ontirely
threugh it, which makes it break along
that line vory easily.”

T'his action of the diamond which Ernest
thus described to  Luther is really a very
curious one ; but Ernest observed that Lu.
ther seemed not to bo particularly inter-
ested in it. Tho reason was that his mind
was just at dns tane oceupied with somo-
thing elze, tts very snoa appeaved ; for Lu-
ther satd

o1 was markivg with n nail on tho frost
upon the window, amwil Mother s ad T st
not do so, for it nught serate. tho glass;
and T told her 1t coull unt scratch the
glass.”

Su 1t appeared  that Luther's real object
m the onquiry wlach he had n.ado of Er-
nest was not to obtan seioutific informa.
tion for Ins own improvement, Lut only ‘o
obtain Ernest's authority on lus stle inan
argument he had had with his mother,

Therve are various uses to which seien.
tific knowledge may bo put, some gomd and
sae bad ; but perhaps tho worst use that
can be mado of it, on a small scule, 1s for o
boy to seek it for the purposo of gaining a
victory over his mother.

By this time tho breakfast-bell had rung,
and they all took their placrs around the
table. As soon as thoy were all seated
Irnest resumed the subject.

“Mother was perfectly nght,” said he,
“m telling you Amt writing witli a nail in
tho frost on the winduw might scratch the
glass.”

“Jut youn said that iron would nvt scratcls
glass,” rejumned Luther, “aud nails are
mado of iron.”

“Phat 18 true, m & serentific-sense,’ said
Ernest—*"that 1s, 1 speaking of perfestly
pure tron and ordinary glass. Baut the non
of nails is novor pure. 'Thero are often for-
eign substances in at, which havden certan
portions of 1t. It may eveuwn cetain
points bo converted into steel by sume  ae-
dent or imperfection in the wanufactuve of
it. Then, besides, particles of dust, some
of which may counsist of nicroscopic frag-
ments of thnt or other hard grit from the
road, may adhero to the glass or to the nail,
avd they may be drawn along by the flat
surfaco which forms the ond of the nail,
and so make & very fine seratch. Lvon a
cloth rubbed over the surfoze of a looking-
glass may sceatch 1t, by means of gritly
dust, if there :s any, lodged among the
fibors of the cloth.  You will find that al
most overy looking-glass which has been
m uso for some time is su scratehed, if you
examuune the surface closely and in o proper
light.”

«I mean to look at our glasses aftcr
breakfast and see,” sad Luther,

This he did. Lruest helped him to make
tho examination. When lo looked o httle
sideways at tho glass, m a  proper light, he
gaw a great many excoedingly fino seratch-
es, which had been mado by wipings of tho
glass m tho course of years—tho cloths
which had been used having not always
been perfectly freo from pearticles of dust
adhering to them, for dust almost always
conssts in a cortain degreo of grtty parti-
cles from the sand or gravel of the road.

Luthor also went to Ernost’s room, and
Ernest, by means of o glnzier’s diamond
which bo had thers, showed mma out
which ho wmado with it npon the glass : and 1
he (Luther) conld plainly percoive by |
means of o magnifying glass, and even by
lie naked oyo. that the cut was not & mero
seratchupon the surface, but was a del-
eate fissure, wiich extended to qu.to a littly
dopth mto the substanco of tho glass. Lu.
ther was very curious to learn bv what
monus the drawing of the dmimmond along |
the suvface  could manko such o erack; but

“A great many

was prodused.

Tt is not generous in a boy to try to ob-
tam evudones, oithor of u cotontitic or any
other chwracter, o prove his other to bs
in the wrong. In most cases, indecd, ho
will find that &ho 18 ot 1w the wiong at all,
though certaim statements of n scientifle
character, and esprelly if they are ox.
pressod i procise suientitic lan muge, may
geem $0 by ingousiotont with wint sho bas
sanl when expressing hogselt n the ordi.
nary languages of life.  And vvon when a
buy kueswe or thuks bo huows that his
mother 1 wiohig it i atuch suore auble w0
fist thoe orrov puss than tv ty to gain a vie.
tory over hier by prosiug bt Lo bo in tho
wrong. A boy of high and eauly senti-
ments Wil pever arfletnpt to preve hig
mother te b in the wreny,

HIS WURD Is AT STa (L.

Grandly did the old Scottich believer, of
whom Dr. Brown tells us mn his ¢ Horxe
Subseettie, ' respond tu the chailenge of hor
pastur rogarding the ground of her confi-
dence.

« Janet,” satd the untuster, ** What would
you say, if after all Io has done for you,
God shuuld Jot you drup into hell ?”

“Li'en's (oven as) Ho likes,” answered
Janet, * It Ho dues, o'l luse mair than
T do.”

At first sight Janet's roply looks irrever-
ont, if not sometlung wurse.  As we con-
templato it, hnwever, its sublimity grows
upon us, Like tho Penluist, sho could say,
«f on thy word rely,” (Pssalm ¢ ax: 114,
metrical version) It His word wero
broken, if Ilis faithfulness should fail, if
that foundation could be destroyed, truly
o would Joso more than I” s trustiag chilc.
Butthat could never be.* Furever,0 Lord,thy
word 18 settledin heaven. Thy faithfuluess
is unto all gen ations.”  Well, then,might
Janot encourage hersclf in the Lord her
God, and say, *God hath spoken in his
uoliness; I will rejuice.”y

All the promises of God ave absoluioly
sure nud cortain in Christ Jesus, who has
freely cffered to all in the Gospel. Erabrac.
ing Christ in the promises, or the promises
in Christ, wo hold tho Almighty by an in-
dissolublo bond. The two unmutable things,
God’s oath confirmiug God's promise, aro
pledged to us; and if God has thus spoken,
should not belivvers rojoire?  How confi-
dcntly mon can rely on tne word of each
othor! And if sinful men can be thus trus-
ted, O, how much moro slould wo firmly
embrace, and hopefully oxpect the fulfil-
mont of the promises of God's loving kind-
ness!

* 110 has puer, and can fulfil;
Ho is truth, aud theroforo will”

“NOT MANY WISE."

Religion is lifo, rathor than sctence, and
there is n danger peculiar to the iniellectual
wan of turning into speculation what was
given to livo by,  The intellcet busy with
wleas about God, may not only fail to bring
a man nearer ¢ho divine hife, but may actu.
ally tend to withdraw him fromit, Forthe
mtellect takes in but the image of tho truth,
and leaves the vital impressions, the full
power of it, unapprenrinted.  And heneo it
comes that those tracdis which, if felt by thoe
unlearned at all, go strmglit to the heart
aud are taken in by the whole -nan, aro apt
in the case of the philosopher and the theo-
logian t> stop at z}m vostibule of the under-
standing, and never to get fayther. Chis is
n danger peculiny to the lenrned, or to those
who think themselves such. The trained
intellect 1s apt to eat out a child’s hoaxt,and
yot the * except yo becomo as littlo child.
ren,” standsunvepealed.—Principal Sharp.

A DEFINITE AIM.

Do not sow tho world broadeast, but, ds
the Scoteh would say, * Dibble it inl"
“Mako a holo in the ground with you « arp-
enod stick, and push the seed imtotho cart
with your heel. Lot every sentonce tell.
Shoot wath an aun.  Take your arrow from
your quiver, and put 1t on tno wew with
your eye on the svul nad the thrune, ten
fet 1t go home. Do not pull it out. Lt it
bo a cistinet and felt mnpression. Do not
talk to human beings who aro asleop. I
bave no faith in somuambulismm in the
Chureh., Lot eovery cye bo engaged as
though ho would lvok you through. — Givo
tho eluldren sometinng worth receiving,and
send the truta home.~Dr. Ornuston.

INTO COVENANT.

W hat o grand word that word “covenant”
1s to the man who understands it.  God has
entered into covenant with his Son who re-
presents us, lus people.  He has smd, * An
{ have sworn that tho waters of Noak
should no more go over the carth, so have I
sworn that I would not be wroth with theo,
nor rebuke thee. IFur the mountans shall
dopart, aud the hills be removed; bat my
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither
shallthe covenant of my peace bo removed.”
Truly, we may say with good old Sawuel,
* Althougih my house bo not with God ; yet
ha.h e made mo an everlasting covonaut,
ordered in all things and sure,” Whoen
everything elso gives way,cling in the power
of the Holy Spmit to covsuaut mercios »nd
covenaut engagemonts, and your spirit shall
be at peace.—Spurgeon.,

THE WHOLE TRUTIL.

It s smd of tho Iate Johu Dunecan, L.L.
D., Professor of the ITobicw and Oriental
Langunges, Now College, Edinburgh, thut
any sic ple statement of the gospol had a
areat attraction for hiun—and the simpler it
was ho enjoyed 1t the moro—if it was not
controversial but the genuine utterance of
the heart.  Tho. accoant of redeiption from
the hips of an Afriennt wowman, o slave, im.
pressed him Jdeeply : hio liked to repeat 7t in,
convorsation; {and-on one oceasion at a
meoting of prayer, he stood up and said

without further remackof lus own . * I have

nover hieard the gospel batior siated than it
was put by a poor nogress’, ‘Mo’ dje, o Ea
dio}; He Qi0, 1n6 no che.'”
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