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do not .only nieditate upon the promise,
but seek.in thy sowd to realize it as being
A very word of God. B8ay td thy soul
thm: « If I’ were dealing with a man’s
promise. I should look most carefully at the
men who covenanted with me. If I had
abond or note of hand, I should estimate
most carefully the credibility, the respect-
abdlity, and solvency of the man whose
nanse was endorsed thereon. So with the
prémise of God: ‘my eye must not be so
much fixed upon the greatness of the mercy
—that may stagger me; 48 upon thegreat-
ness of the promiser—that will eheer me.
My soul, it is God, even thy God, God that
canhot lie who speaks to thee, This word
of his which thon art now considering is
adifrue.as his own existence. Heis a God
unehangeable, and therefore this promise
. Im&' not beén revoked. He has not altered
the thing which has gone out of his mouth,
ner called back one single consolatory sen-
teticd.. Nor doth he Jack any power; it is
the God that made the heavens and the
earth, who hath spoken to me and said,
¢ Thus and thus willI do.” Nor will he,
nor can he, fail in wisdom as to the time
when he will bestow the favors, for he
knoweth when best to give and when Bet-
ter to withhold. Therefare, seeing that it
is the word of a God so true, so immutable,
so powerful, so wise, I will and must be-
lieve the promise. See, my brethren, you
have already arrived at the faith which
obtaing the promise. 1 think we ought to
be ashamed of ourselves, every one of us,
that we dared to doubt God. Thinking
this over the other day a horror of great
darkness fell upon my soul, while I mourn-
ed that ever I should have been guilty of
the infamous blssphemy of doubting God.
To doubt an honest man is to east a slur
upon him; but to doubt God who cannot
lie; to doubt God who by an oath has sworn
—what is this but to make God a liar,
or even a perjurer! Our soul shrinks back
from infamy so accursed. Did ever fiend
in hell commit a more detestable iniquity
than that of doubting the veracity of a God
of perfection and truth?  Come, soul,
there 78 the promise; there it stands before
thee. Thou sayest, «I dare not believe
ity” but I say, « How darest thou doubt
it4.-where didst thou get thy arrogance
from? how canst thou speak so exceeding
proadly agthus to think of God and say-of
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him, thiat he has promised what he cannod
or what he will not perform1” Lay much
to heart, then, young christian, the fact
that the prowise, is she very word of God,
and surely thou wilt not find it hard to
believe, and so to obtain the promise.

3. Then, in the third place, besure that’
thou doest, in the power of the Spirit of
God, what the precept annexed to the pro-
mise asks of thee. Follow the example of
Moses. Moses knew that there was a pro-
mise given'to the people of Israel, that they’
should be the world’s blessing; but in
order to obtain it, it was necessary that
Moses should practise self-denial. What
did he? He refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh’s dauglter, eounting- it better
to suffer the reproach of Christ than to en-
jov the pleasure of sin for a season. If the
promise commands thee to deny thyselfs
thou canst not obtain it without doing s0-
Do it, and- thou hast obtained it. Or,sup-
pose that the promise requires at thy hand
courage—use courage. David felt he had
a promise from God that he would keep
bim. He knew that in his past experience
God had been faithful. “Thy servant
slew both the lion and the bear, and this
uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one ©
them.” He advanced to the conflict and
the Lord was his deliverer. Go thou forfh
with thy sling and thy stone, for thou W{I‘
never obtain the promise if thou art afrai¢
to face thy gigantic foe. Or does the pro-
mise require obedience at thy hand!
obedient. ~Remember how Rahab, the
harlot, bung out from her window the
scarlet line, because that was the test of bef
faith. So do thou.
hath said unto thee do it. Neglect 8*
commagd, however trivial it may seems.—"
What if it be non-essential! what hast tho® .
to do withthat? Do what thy Master tell®
thee, asking no questions for he is an il
servapt who questions his Lord’s eom”
mands, Doubtless, thou too, like the
Ethiopian eunuch, shalt go ow thy way 1¢
joicing when thou hast been obedient.

is the promise made to those who.bear & L

good report of the land? Remember who'
Caleb and Joshua were, the only two ¥

obtained the promise out of all the b

that came out of Egypt, because thez,
alone, “faithful among the faithless founds
honoted @od, and would not dare to &%
trust him. So do thew banoy God. B
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