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do not buiy iiieditate upon thé pI!omise,
but 8eek.iin tky seul te redize it as being
1W.b.fry word of Gad. Say té thy soul
thin:"d If F'were dealing with a man's
promise, I ghoutd look most careeully at the
rmm who covenanted %vith me. If 1 had
&b*ond or note of hand, I should estimate
mos4; carefuilly the credibility, tbe respect-
abdity, and solvency of the marn whose
nanse was endlorsed thereon. So with the
p-vbrnise of God: my eye muat flot be so
mach fixed upon the greanes of the mercy
-"that may stagger me; as tupon the great-
inesa of the proriser-that will èheer me.
My. s-ou1 it is God, even thy God, God that
canhiot lie wbo speaks te tbee, This word
of tues whieh thou art now considering is
atÂkudas bis own existence. Hie is a God
uâehangeabIe, and therefore this promise
lma not been revoked. 11ebas not sltered
the thirig which bas gone out of bis mouth,
n&m ailed back one single consolkutory sen-
toeâ. Nor doth lie ]ack any power; it 15
the God that mnade the heavens and the
earth, wbo bath spoken to M~e and said,
11Thus and thus will I do. " Nor wil lie,
DOT cari he, fail in wisdoni as to the time
when he will bestow the favora8, for ho
knoweth when best to give and when boet-
ter to witbhold. Therefore, seeing that it
ir the word of a God so true, s0 imumutable,
go powerfui, se wise, I will and must lie-
lieve the promise. Sec, my brethren, you
bave already arrivcd at the faith which
obtains'the promise. i think we ought to
ho ashamed of oui-selves, every one of us,
that ire dared to doubt God. Thinking
tbis over the other day a horror of great
darkness feui upon. mv sou], whije i mourn-
ed that ever I should have beeri guilty of
the infamous blsspbemy of doubting God.
To doubt an bonest mani is to crat a alur
upon bim; but te doubt God who canriot
lie;- to dou bt God who by an oath bas sworn
-wbat is this but te maLe God a liar,
or even aperjurer! Our soulsbrinka back
from. infamy so, accursed. Did ever fiend
in bell îcômmnit a more detestable iniquitv
than that of doubting the veracity of a God
of perfection and truth ? Corne, soul,
there is the promise; there it stands before.
tbeo. Thou sayest, clI (lare flot believe
je,"1 but I may, IlHow darest thou domnbt
Wtl. iwhm didst thou get tli'y arroganoe
from?1 how canst thon speak â0 exoeeding
prou*,~ M&u8 to think of God and May-of

hlm, thât he bm promi9ed what ho cannot
or wbat h. wîil not perform 1" Lsy much
to beaytt, then, young chri&tian,' tbe fact
that tbe promise, le the very word of ttd
and gurely tbou wilt flot find it hard to
believe, and &o to obtain the promise.

3. Then, in the third Place, be sure tkAtý
Mhot doest, in the power of the Spirit Of
God, whoet Mhe precept aflnezCd te the pro-
mise as/es of thee. FolIoNy the exampl1e of
Moses. Moses knew that tbere was a pro-
mise given'to the people of Israël, thàt tbey'
should bo the world's tilessing; but -in
order to obtain. it, it iras necessary that,
Moses ahould pr-actise self'-detnial. What
did lie? 11e refùsed te be called, the son
of Pbaraoh'.% daugbter, cou nting it botter«
to suifer the reproacli of Christ than to en-
jev the pleasure of sin for a season. If the
promise 'commnanda 'thee to deny thyself,
tieu canst not obtain it irithout doing se.
Do it,- and. thùu hagt obtained it. Or, sup--
Pose that the promise requires at thy band'
courage-use courage. David feit ho hsd
a promise from, God that hie would keep>'
hlm. lie knew that in bis past experience
God bad been faithful. IlThy servant '
slew both the lion and the hear, and this
uncircunicised Philistine shall ho as one o
them." Hie advanced to the coinliet and(
the Lord was bis deliverer. Go thou forth
with tby sling and tby atone, for thou wile
neyer obtain the promise if thou art afraid
to face tby gigantie foe. Or. dosa the pr'
mise require, obedience at thy hand! D
obedient. Remem ber bow Rahab, th#,
harlot, hurig out from ber wmndew t»e
scarlet lino, because that iras the test of b«r
faith. Se do thou. Whatsoever Christ.
bath said unto thee, do it.- Negleet 'De
commalid, howçver trivial it may seew01.ý
Whitt if it lie non-esseritial! irbat hast tbOg
to do witb that ? Do what thy Master te:l
tbee, asking na questions for ho is an il
sorvaiat irbo questions bis Lord'a coffi'
mands, Doubtlea. thoni too, like tii>
Ethiopian ennucli, abllit go ou~ tby w&Y r&
jeicirig irben thou hast been obedient. r
is the promise made to tbose, irbo- besr
good report of the land? Remember w1he>
Calebi and Josbua irere, the only two'wo
obtained the promise» ont of aIl the hW~
that came out of Egyýt, becauso b0
aloiep, faitbfigl aIïong thse faith" fofdy
honoted Qed, ani ' MM &%wM2ae ~
trust hini. 80 do 1lO* ]r*oq GO&d.

4âQý.


