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and governed, should teacli us to avoid
the inistakes, and also to copy the good
qualities of.past government. We re there
no0 historical records, a nation mlust make
but little,.if any, progress.

The history of individuals also 15 of
great benefit to us. We sec how wrong-
doing lias been punishied, hiow virtue lias
been rewarded, how truc happiness lias
been the resuit of igh-ltcouisnes.-, and thus
we are supplied with an aciditional mio-
tive to virtue.

Note, if you will, the efet of literature
on social, politicial and religlous reforms.
One of the most potent factors of our civ-
Dlization is the press. lefornîs3 corne
slowly as it is, but how miucli more slow-
ly would they be brouglit about wvere it
not for the newspa-pers in which thie voie
of the nation makes itself lîcard, and de-
miands the attenîtion of statesnîen. It is
a well-known fact that the wr-itingrs of
Mr. Stead in the Pail Mail Gazette, liad
a powTerful influence in the formation of
Britishi cabinets, and in compclling the
English governi ment to pass lawvs of moral
and social reforni, wliicli mighit nover
otherwise have been placed on the stat-
u tc books. 'Tis truc that we could not
enjoy our nlewspapers and periodicals, if
it were, not for thie printing'c press, thait
w-onderful production of science. But
was it flot literature tlîat created the de-
mand for tlîis ? Certainly, literature ex-
isted long before the printing pr-ess carne
into existence. What use would bc a
thraslîing machine if there were no grain
to tlîrash, wlbat use would bc a. sewing
machine if tiiere were no eloth to sew,
and wliat use would be a printing press
if there were no literature to print?

Look for a moment at the Protestant
Reformation. Could Luthier and lus fel-
low workers so successfully have propa -
gated the grand principles of the Refor-
mation, had it not been for the aid of the
literature which wvas scattered broadcast
over the country? Iii the temperance re-
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forin, wh'1iclu is now being, so vigorously
agitated, literature is essen tially necessary
to supply the people with information on
the subject. Truc, science shows us the
iinjurious eflècts of alcoliol on the systemn,
but it does niot require a chemist or -i
physiologist to sec that intemperance is
an inmitigated cvii.

jAnother igl,-,ity fatctor in reformns is
public spea-kîngo. The sentiment of flic
people is educ4ated, and reforms are in a
great mecasure brouglit about by public
speakers. Now a man requires to, bc con-
versant witlî literatuire tlîat ho max' bc
supplied with suitable laing-uage,, also withi

Ifacts and illustrations tlîat miay produce
tlîe desired effipct on bis hearers. Trle
mian w'lo lias devoted hirnself to scienc(.e
alone, w'ould, to say tue least, not be very
efféetive iii sueli work as this.

Science teaches us to admire, to marvel
at the wonderful works of the Creator, to
sec a little of bis infinite power. But in
sttudyiicr literature we are really study-
ing man, the motives tlîat prompt bini to
action, thoughts, the utterance of wliich
liasrnovcd society to its very foundations,-
iii short. we are studviiug hurnan nature
in ail its diffèrent phases, and inasmucli
as inan is a spirit, is lie flot a noblcr, a
greater wàrk of God, than the matcerîal
universe?

Thle study of languages has been an
icssential factor of education. Rlad for-
eign languages not been studied, past
ages 'would have been unilluminated, un-

iknown, but languiages, are the key which
open vwide the door. Ancient History,
the Bible itself, would rernain forever
sealed to us lîad we no0 knowledge of
Greek, Latin, llebrew, etc. The lang-
tiage of Science, that is its techinical ternis
is taken almost entircly from Greek and
Latin.

Let us turn our attention to Science as
applied to war. As Science progresses, the
instruments of warfare become more and
more terrible and appalling, producing fcar-

o None, at MoILWRAITH & TREGENZA'S


