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it tosay that it is quite oppused to thy visws
of Koch. ¢ Coma baeilli,” they find, are not
peenliar to the cholern process, being found
also in other intestinal affections ; they ave
not preson’ in the tleum in cholerain ¢ almosé
a pure cultivation;” they do not uchave
diffsrently from other putvefactive organisms
when  tivated ; and they do not commiuni-
cate cholera to rabbits, cats, or monkeys,
when introduced into the cireulabion or in-
testinal canal.  OiL<. experimenters, as pro-
fessors Finkler and Prior, of Bonn, and
Klebs of Zurie, had wrived at a similar con-
clusion, and last montl, iu a paper published
by Dr. Emwoerick of Munich, the author ig-
nores the coma bacillus as the cause of
Cholera,

A¥ OPPOSED O TUESE INVESTIGATORS, how-
ever, we find that at a wmeeting of the
London, (Eng.) Mediceal Socivty, Jan, 12, '85,
Dr. Heron showed specimens, under the
micioscope, of the coma bacillus, and of the
Finkler-Prior bacillus, and drew attention
to the fact that therve exists a striking ve-
semblence between the two bacilli when ex-
amined in this way. Dr. Heron elso show-
ed specimens of these two bacteria, growing
in nutritive gelatine and upon prepared po-
tatoes, and he pointed out the striking diffey-
ences which distinguish their respective
modes of growth. The differences in grow-
ing in nubritive gelatine and upon potatocs
are so marked as to make it easy for anyone
to tell ab a glunce to which category either
one of the growths belongs. These two facts,
namely : the resemblance of form under the
ricroscope, and the pronounced difference
which distinguishes the growths of tho two
bacilli in avtificial cultivation, emphasize, Dr.
Hevon said, the importance of bearing ir
mind that mere resemblance in form is nob
suflicient o justify the assertions that .wo
ovganisms are one and the same. The ba-
cilus of Finkler and Prior, is evidenily
as stated. & putrefactive organism, “as any-
one can ascertain for himself by the use of
his seusc of swmell,” and as it differs in such

a mavked degree in its wmode of growth i
arsificial cultivation from the coma bacillus,
the nssertion of Dra. Klein and Gibbes (of
the Inglish Cholera Com.), that the lat-
ter “does not behave in any way differently
from the other putrefactive organisms” is
not correct.

A qoop suceEsrion was made by Dr.
Hevon, that therce should Le some way of
diagnosing with certaivty any case of choleras
especially when an epidemic threatered, and
that some medical men ought to bs trained
to be at once able to apply the test in doubt-
ful cases. "The Finkler-Prior bacillus, known
to be a putrefactive organism, is associated
with cholera  nostras—ovdinary English
cholera, and was believed upon its discovery
to beidentical with the coma bacillus of Kock.
It is probuable that Koch will soon be heard
from in veference to these opposed views. He
has Significantly observed, it is suid, that two
years ago, representations similar to these
now made in relation to his coma bacillus
were made in relation to the bacilius of
tubercle. Truly, ag we not long ago observed,
there is much yet to be learned in connection
with contagiums,

“THE AGE OF MELANCHOLY,” is the head-
ing of a long leading article in a recent numn-
ber of the London (Eng.) Medical Times und
Guazetle, and in its decadensy it sends up a
wail of despair :

‘* Were it not botter not te be,
Than live so full of misery ?"

It has become so cranky and so contradie-
tory in ite views, so domineering and yet so
fossilized, that want of patronage, probably,
makes its existence 4 burden. Itisabsolutely
insane on the vaccination question, and re-
gards the Jenmer process as the “only pre-
ventive of small pox” we possess. Yet time
and time again it gives, as if unconsciously,
reports of epidemics of the disease being
stamped out in certain and various localities
by means of isolation and quarantine alone.
Tt winds up its ©“ melancholy ” article ag fol-
lows : ¢ The spivit of melancholy is abroad.
L’Allegro is being driven from our shoves,

and Il Penseroso is in the. ascendant.



