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victims,” The term coca wine has no
definite ‘'meaning; that'is to say, there
is nd’ ofﬂcia.l formula for its prepara-
tion. ~ Some kinds are made from the
cocit leaves thexmselves, others from
the liquid extract of coca of the British
or United States Pharmacopeias, whilst
another variety is not made from coca
at all, but from hydrochlorate ol co-
caine. In every case, however, the
basis is a strongly alcoholic wine. In
one specimen the wine was evidently
of Spanish origin; and of the quality
usudlly sold retail in London at from
1s. to 1s-3d. a bottle. It probably
contained from 18 to 20 per cent. of al-
cohol, and was clearly not of a char-

acter to be taken with impunity by,
say, a girl at school at 11 o'clock in.

the morning. A chemist was  re-

cently ‘'summoned at the instance of:

the Inland Revenue authorities for
selling’ coca wine- without a license It

was.stated in evidence that on analy-,

sis the wine was found to contain 29.2
per cent. proof spirit. The magis-

strate pointed ‘out that it was bought-

from chemists by women who had

given way to drink, and that it was"

extensively used for that purpose. He
imposed a ﬁne of £5, with .costs.—
Monthly Retrospect.

. THE PES'I‘-STR.ATUM or
SITES OF Gi1imo -
Dr. Robert -Harnes, who 'as long as

1855..was a hedith offiefal for a. ‘part of
Loadon, in -'Scalpel” treats of the

dangerous properties of the superticial

goil of citles, the ‘careful fhiture Inves-
-tigation of -which will' solve some of
the: mysteries of high ecivic mortali-
ties. Dr. Barnes says:—"Une of the

most striking e xXamples of the iafiu-
water -

ence of soil, and soll governs’
and air, Is the generation of azue.
Ague was at one ume endemic in
Shevediteh; but' it has vanished. So

we, may reason that unhea'thy sitez-
made be made healthy by care; but if .
‘I8 not lesg true than sites, naturatly. .
“‘the ‘most salubrious, may by negiact..
deadty., I .
“showed that we’were chiefly concerned .
with the soil to the depth of thirty,
Procesding from the surface th

“’become pestiferous . and .

- feet.
had a bed of variable thickness, com-
monly called “made ~ earth.” it
chief'y an artiticial stratum. “I'he pro—
portions of “‘virgin ‘soii” 'to” that of
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" kind

‘appropriately be called,
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commcn earth had. been reducel to a
very lnslgnlﬂcant. amount.” The grr u.r.
bulk was made up of retuse of every
'1‘1-115 UPPER STRATUM

0, constituted had been further pol-
iuted, and {ts noxious qualitias in-
tensitied, by innumerad.e perfora:iins
for cesspools, and constant saturation
from defcctive sewers and drains, the
poisocncus emanations from gas-pipes,
and every conceivable abomination re-
sulting from the off-scourings of a
on popuiatinoehofw premis-

popu.ation of 25,000, This layer of
foul stuff, or pest tstratum, as it may
‘varied in
ithickness from cne or two to sixteen
feet or more. This description of the
p.st-stratum is a very important con-
tribution to geology. This st stra-
tum, the work of man, has to be
c eared away. This done, geociozy re-
verts to its primeval natural purity.
Another observation may be pardoned.
1t the pest-stratum, laden as it is with
putrescent matter, could be kept dry,
it would be comparatively harmiless.
Mojsture is a necessary element for
the evolution of its pestiferous prop-
erties. Hence good surface drainage is
not less necessary than deep drain-
age. And we may see a happy ilustra-
tion of this in the present condition
of the city and the more perfect dis-
tric's of London. ‘The paving . and
cther means for securing quick sur-
face drainage not only lessen the em-
anation cf foul air from the surface,
aad from the soil beneath, but they
aiso promote the dryness of the air.

THE RELATIVE HUMIDITY -

of the air in London is often less than
in the country. This is- especially
marked at night. There is little or no
dew. The dry-surface gives off n»

-moisture for precitation.- And so we

" country.

~ country consultations.

get in London the luxury - of clear,
dry, fresh air at night'to a  degre2
hardly’ . known in many parts of the
' Deetors ‘'who have  exp:ari-
ence of night work have found thla

. out., A practicsl lesson from this is:

‘rhat windows may often b2 opened at
night in London with; benefit, when in

. the country, where grass {s near, th2

praetice is fraught with danger. [
have had +many proofs.of this - in
To. secure this

surface dralnage .and. - cleanliness to

. the greatest extent is essential-that

the material for pavements be solid



