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Cases of gall-stones nuiy be priiarily: divided by a broad lie into
thcse which are associated with inflanunation and those vhicl are not.
Theoretically, this position is open to question, since the presence of
gall-stonies presupposes inflainmation, but clinically the division i of
practical value as it is 'only whea inflammation accoumpanies gall-stones
that we have symptoms whieh cail for relief. These inflamnatory'
conditions may b super-acute as in the ordinary biliary colic, .subacuoe
where the symptoms are not referable to the biliary tract but rather
reflex ones pointiug to gastrie or intestinal conditions. Ton caes are
cited as showing the difliculty in making a differential diagnosis in
this last group. The writer regards' 3urphy's test. of more inportance
than that of 3Mavo Robson for detecting teinderness ii contracted and.
deeply seatel gmll bladders. kle holds that cholecystotoiy and
choledichotomy as at presont carried out are eminenthl safe operations,
andi would limit excision of the gall bladder to those cases of gangrene.
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This condition is one which is seldom recognized, although undoubted-
ly lucl conuinoner than is usually supposed. Einhorn states that he
pcrsonallv saw 30 cases in five months, or in 3.5 per cent of patients
consulting himi for digestive troubles. Ferrier agrees with Glenard
that the affection is of frequent occurrence.

The etiological factors vary. The writer does not consider that
tight lacing produces the condition, but on the contrary a well-fltting
corset is a useful nethod of treatnent.

Increasted weiglit of tie organ may be he" cause of ptosis, but it
is difficult to estiniate a5 it is so frequently associated with malnutrition,
itself a factor of undoubted importance ini the production' of ptosis.
Cholelithiasis and cholecystitis may possibly preceed the development
of ptosis, but the relationship is at present somuewhat obscure. It
may prove that these conditions are the result rather than the cause of


