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EXAMINATION OF THE DUCTRINg
OF LNDLESS PUNISHLMENL..

THE DUCTRINE UNRLMONMLL..

ine gow,and let us reasou. lo elhel.an.tl. tie
d," ‘iaamh i: 18,

an alone, of all Godfs creatures of
D, is ondited with the gift of reason.~
the- scriptures all along, consides
Xand address him as a reasonablo being
o of understanding, trath, and apprg-
ng. duty ; and oipable also of distin.
hing, in somo goodidogree, betywedn
and. falsohood. Mugh, very much

doctrine, that contradicts thoso first prin-
ciples.

I Lave proposed, iu a.briof sories of es-
Bays, to examino the ductrine of ondloss
punishment, and offer my reasons for re-
jucting it 0s. untrue. In a provious ar-
ticle I at'ompted to show thut the dectrine
was enti-Christian in its spirity and gave.
that as niy Srst reason for rejecting it.

IL My sccondis, thatjt is opposed.tol
reason, and tho tcachmgs of naturo and:

ason in matters of 1el gion.. On the
hand, it has been deeried s carnal and
ipiive, and tho people. hiave been cay.
3d ot to.liston to its. suggestions. op
%ain of the loss of thewr souls. Op
lier liond, recason has been oxalted,
¥n. its own unaded steength, held up
ficicnt to guide mon, into.all truth—
sich a guide rovelation has been
sred unnecessary and uscless, angd
Bhavo been exhorted 1o leaya the SCrips
Fand follow the-hight ofi reason- alang,
§ truth, | apprehend, 8s1s {requently
ase, lies between thesetwo extremes,
n is the ennovling gifh of God, end
it should be employed 1 matters. of
n there can be no. doubt, But s
gnco is extremely limied; and in many
s 1t is weakand imbecile.  Honce the

cen said upon the suhject of the office’

experienco.

I approliend. that these who bolieve: the.|,
doctrine of endless misery, aro not suffi-
ctently in the habit of looking upon:itin:|
its own propenand native ight, A long]
familiarity has closed their eyes against tho,
deformuty of its features, and cnavled thems
‘to look with composure, if not withicom..
placency upon. what, at first view, is re-
volting in thoextrome. Accustomed from,
infancy to contemplate the senument, &san
important itermn.in the Christian zeligion, it
comes to be a. matter of course, and mén
cease to examine whetheé itbe reagonable.
ormerciful. Itis necessary for me, there.
fore, to remave-this veil, and statethe docf-
trino fully and:fmcly. What, then, 1sxhc
doctrine of endloss misery ? Stnppcdof
all sts drapery itus no more orléss than thist
that a large part-of the: humen family are.

of revelaton to unfuld things which

doomed to suffer. tho most inteuse andiiny

|peredsich a place of sufforing; and.that

sions.  You wouldigo away and.wonder.

“would view the subject "when scen for thé

the fitst timounform you. that God bad.pre-

‘:qom He would tormeat u pact of hus.ceea-
turos.-without meroy, and without erdi—
Thata.is not a man, woman, or child, who.
would not pronounce.it the most un. easuns
ablo and .mprobable of all dreams and, wir

what strango infutuation had seized upon,
the.preacher, that ho should indulge such:
visions. What! mon to be tormented.
through all eoternity for the sins of this
‘shortlife! Man to bo punished with infi-
‘nito wo for his finite crimes! God who
‘makoth the sun to.riso on the ovil and.the
good, and sendeth rain upon tho just aad
tho unjust, {built an endless hel!, and He
himself to becomo the endloss tormentor of
His.own creatures® This beautiful world
amare nursery, whoro souls are mado to
lis transplanted to o Place of endless wo !!
"Whg-on carth could have thought of such
21 idea? Thus unsophisticated reason

‘fivst time.  And think you, that doctrine is
any:tore reasonuble, or consisient, for hav-
ing. been repeated 5o long and so often 2,

1carry the plag inku osecutiun , and that Lo

obstacles could possibly Linder the accom-
plishment of Lis puspuse. Reasun, there-
fo.o, most stérnly forbids tho idea thata
God. of wisdom, power, and goudness,
should creato multitudes of boings _fur
censeless wo, or that overi the possibility of
spch. o calam.tity should euter into hus.
gowrnment.

But T pass on, tind femark, that the doc-
trtne in question is opposed to the teach-
ings of noture. Gireat nature’s volume lies
over open beford us, and on its ample
pages Godhas waitton lessons of truth abuut
which thor6 can'bé no mistake.  "Tho sun
tises in the mornihg from tho chambers of
thie dast, and in el ‘his journey through tho
skies he is o silent and powerful p eacher
of the immortal-and impartial goodness of
thiat Being.who kindled his mighty i-es,
andbade him shed:down his golden rays
upon all that live; -and move, and brouthe
tho vitel' ain.  Ho. shines apo. i
saint. He shines also upon the sin-
ner far gonein the paths of iniquity. o
shines upon the rich, and he gilds with
equal radiance:the lowly cot of the huutb.e

R—'iiy ; but alie as thousdnd times told is
bat*a lic after &) But micn become so
nésustomed to hear it, thaz'they ceasg to;
datec. its faléchood.

S of the doctrine in question. “Though

peagant.  Over all.the carth. his beans ae
, felt, and thero aro none so high, so luw, w0
rich or so poor, that this great presciws
does not proclaim to him the kindness ard
mercy: of the government of hea.ea

boyond the reach ol man's unawied ) describabie twrnicats: solong.as Godishall
bn, Rovelaton, thorefore, 1s above | exist, without the least hupe, ur possibility,
bn,, but not opposed to 1t It dt,slgp-, of being benefitted by then suﬁ‘crmgs,—-—
exajt.ad;gude, not to depress or des. In somé part of this beaulful aniverse:
reason. It 1s, as Locke says, to rea-) God has prepared an-awful, disnial, burn:
what the telescope 1. to the oye, eh.ing hell, and thicre countioss tyriads of
ng the sphere of its. vision, and uf-{ humanbeings shall.weep and gruan unpe
ng what woold otherwise remain daik tied andunreleved; while ceaseless ages
nknown. But for, e fact that reason , shall roll; and when tan thousand tirses ten !
ven to man, no. rovelation could: ba; thousaud years shell havd-passed, they shidl
p to him, and honce reason must ba
oyed; or wo-can know nothing of
ation. As a.telescope would be of nb
lyuso to.a man,without eyes, so reves

.the aumber of the lost, to remember that
shere are upon th's earth not less than eight

asoh. Ho whoxwould avail himself of; that outof these there ere not more .t an
dvantages of the telescopo musty-use fifiy mllion that can be saved upon the
yes ; and.so ho who would profit by broadest system of pastialism; and that, by
ation must amploy his reason. To; cunscque -ce, thera must be mora then sev
nue the figura:.As-the'telescops must | ‘enty thousand souls guing down to hell
rmed in accordance with the.philoso- -every day , .and then to think of genera:
light, and the pheriomena exhxbxlcd‘ tivns that Lave past, and refloct upon the
human-cye . sv revelation,.ip order| vast and cuantless multitudes that mast be-
ruseful, must be-founded upon; and, congrogated.in that huge reservoir of tears
onious with,the fist principles of truth, and wu, the very thought beary the lre
and known by haman reason. upon dts front.  The degreo of the puvish-
Xod is the fuuntain.and gives of reason,].mgnt outrages ol ideas of propozmn be-
hold it'to-bo the Leight of u‘usurdnlyi tween gult and' punighment; and the num
pposs, that a reasonabla God would
10 reasonable beings nn.unmzsonablci humanity pt mo.cy. 1¢ makes the uni
on. Ience, if any entiment con | vorse a theatre of cutsing and blasphemy,
Showi to-be clearly oppoted to right, rather than a field' for lhe display of the
gon, the presuintion is fulr thatitis not ' Loundless porfegtions of a merciful. and
Eotrine of revelation. Truth is a har.* bcncw]cnt Crentor.
ous and uninterrupted chain, which!  Suppose thal, up to.this momont, you
tha whole uni e togetter, and it 'had wcever heard of the doctrine of endloss
be «afcly laid dows ‘as an axiom thatjmiscry. You had lired in a world wheic
wa-truths can be coxtradictury. ’\l'ewlﬂ.c'.,.’.;&‘.x.gJ of a mupificent Fathor had
d-es see some truths Uy B3 own red always sucrounded you, and had knowi
and he koaws them ¢ be true IIcmo noluag of (hat dismal helbof which you

£ ol thix n.gson earth, I hold most improha- Look -agam, at the fair féco ofthe inwun,
Bo.ond unreasonable, ard caleulatad so to 2 the beauty ofthe stars that sjarhic ..
stiké the wind of the unprejudiced man, their ehode on h‘Sh and so peaccfully shed

ye-, it has been sounded in our-ears until SN their radianco upon a:sleeping word,
we recpive it'es o motter of course, and and read there the glery and the gouui.ess

scarce think of enquiring whether it xs’ of the Terd ; i and in them a stern - dewnial of
reasohable-or not. the doctring of endless and mesuiloss

“The truth is,.guilty fear and affrighted wrath.

-have as-long.to suffor.as.if their sufferings | gunge of the poet, when speaking of th e thousand tonguss.
-hiid but just begun. Andthen to think of hesthon superstitions, he savs :

would bé of no.utility to a man wnh~'11m Jred millions of human. bemgz-, 2nd , » And heaven :wea buiit o pride, and. Lelt. ,,,,‘

jsuporsition, not icuson, ongimated this| 1 0¢ lessan thus seunded:from the skies
scntment ; and there 18 truth 1 tho lan-| 'S TePonted, from tho oatth with all Ler
For whom, aud for
wiat, does the gontle shower fall, avd.
to dow dst]? For wiom, ard to.
lwhm end, dess. the carth bud and bring
£.th that it ssey givasoed to the suner,
andibroad to the eatesi. For whom, and.
" Butlet. us look et iha: zmb_;e\,z in.another, Lat, do the Luped waiers gush from e,
]lglal Letl us g;?.huch_u) our muids to u,L'l wusand fualaains 7 For whum du wo
ume,. if tima it may be.called, when Gudbruad.river fluw, aud vid ocean soll Lies
lsed alune 5. cze youlus spuni hndavainea ) M3t es, sw eiing the cternal bass au wica-
furth upqn the dark waters tu” fuwse. tius, Lon’s anthem o pra:s"’ Truth answers,
anwerse. 1o ex:sstenco. There wos av 1..&_\ are foe l.u, anldanlended to aunss.ct.to
bemng but Gud in the.wideontent vispace, the Cofout of ailsthe creatures tat God
and the Almighiy was abuut to pat forth ha: tade. Tmo, there are sienus and
lus . puwer apd crewtosihe: wetdds andAnuir, lempests, and [rosts and snows , wut tho
inusbitants, aud men atdhe Lead of all, on, same God whe catses tho stormy waud, aud
carthe Reason, pluin and unprejuticed Lids tle tempest ruge, has provideu a suer
reason declares 4hat the guudoess of jnejler feom s fury. He who scaucrs the

** Fear mado her devils, and wezk hope her
Gods,"”

spite.”’

Lor of the victims shocks alk {eslings of | Creator would. lead L su to. create man {rost, and waoutens the earth witu sicet and

tnat his-eaistence. shuuld pruve ablessing., suow in.winter, has given the cacertul,
‘Wo can suppose nu ebsulute nocessity fory blasing fire, 1o warm oursshivéning lunvs,
croating manaLall, and therefore he owes and has bade the:sun retarn frow soutacra:
his esistenceto the free chuice of the.Crea-  ciines, end muuct agama e norihern shies .
wr. Tho Creator, boing good, couid have ) to melt the:snow, and cause spnng 1n its
fo other but a good .object in the.creaton beauty to visit:thereasth.. And taese ble. -
of anybeing, The.same-reason,. declarcs  sings are provrded fom ail. Tue genlty
Jut the wisdom of Gud'could devise-n plan,  shuwer faiis aliko upon: the, ficws of he
wh ch il cafried it offacy, wuuld secure jsnintnnd.the.sinner.  The morting smues
Jdimato blessedness and heppiness to 8ll.j&s guily,. and thee buds sing oy swoiuy,
‘And yet agaia, the samo renson: declares  2ruund ihe cot of tho poar 45 the passce of

authorised 1o, NJOL!,M,Y_. ond’ cvcry‘ hear w_m.ach., Supppso new.I shouidfu: ¢

that, !ho powner.ofiant Almighty, arm. could. the sich. ;Ewt,v MOIMINY'S Sul taBL UGN 3«



