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borne. 'Ne shail publisli some of these communications in subsequent numn-
bers of the REviEw, and ive c.5rdially invite contributions froin those who
tako a contrary view of the subjeet.

«\Ve append lierewitli a portion of an open letter on the question, re-
ceived fromi Rev. E. A. Watkins, Vicar of Ubbstone, Suffolk, England,
for cloyen ycars a znissienary of the Cliurchi Mission Society:

Educational work in our missions has now assumed immense propor-
tions, and is absorbîng a vast deal of the time of our inissionaries, and
consuming an enorînous amount of tlic money contributed by the Christiani
public. The great question for consideration is, wvhethcr sucli time an<I
sucli money are properly and profitably eniploycd. It is generally assumed
tlîat the education of nominal Cliristian and heathien children is a necessary
and desirablo wvork, and consequently it is carried on witliout any seruple
by almost ail missionary societies, flie China Inland Mission being pcrhaps
the only one whichi scarcely makes any efforts in this direction. But I
apprelîend that calin and serious consideration of the subjeet wîll tend to
cause mucli doubt as to cither the necessity or desirableness of this brandi
of supposed legitimiate, missionary labor. No valid objection eau of course
be raiscd qgainst direct rcligious teacliing, but it is the tcaching of secular
subjects whicli is open to grave quest'on. Withi ail seriousness 1i vould
ask, Is it riglit that money contributed purcly for the spread of thie
Gospel should ho employed, iu tcaclhing arithinetie, grammar, gerographiv,
and, as in highi schools, algebra, Euclid, geology an9te cecs
Is it riglit that the time of the mnissionaries should bc spent in theso mat.
ters, besîdes se, many hours iu the financial and other arrangements con-
nectcd withi the management of their schools ?

Varions reasc'ns are assigned as a justification of the practice pursued
and of the enormous expenditure incurred, and we mnust assume tliat sucli
reasons arc co-sidired satisfactory by the committees of our missionary
socicties. StilI it inigylit ho well te examine them a little. They miay, I
thinkl, ho fairiy stated as followvs

1. "B ig of ast importance to Zay 7iolZ ofthe e3hildren, m our main 7îopc in l
t7te rsing geumration."

This is readily grantcd ; but to, lay hold of thcm in order te, givo four,
or pcrhaps five, hiours of socular instruction to every onc heur devotcd to
religrious tcaching is not quite 'vhat is commionly apprchcended by the state-
ment xnado. The iiparting of secular knowledge, however good and in.
portant a wvork it xnay bo, is certainly not mnissionary work. Eachi agent
-who h11.s Ieft bis native land to evangrelize tlic heathien may very propcrly
say "Christ sent me, net to '.teacli arithmetic and geography,' but to
preacli the, Gospel."

2. *"1feathen parents woud not und titeir chldren t<, Clîriti<n sclwobs -inkas a
good seular education ierc offered."

This is truc to a certain extent, but net so, univcrsally as is assumed,
and it applies exchîsively te missions in India. But if the parc-its refuse
to send their eilidren -%ve have ne further responsibility ; ouir consciences
arc at rest, and wve have the satisfaction of saving the missionaries' tinie
and the subscribers' money, hotli of whicli would thoni ho available for
more direct xnissienary work. Uet ns imagine a somcwhiat sinmilar cnsc mn
anotlher sphere of foreign labor. *We %vill suppose that the agents of a

Bible society offer copies of the Word of God te the natives of some popisli
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