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Lord in the flesh and being closely associated with Him then, this day
of grace offers us opportunitics of service and privileges of fellowship
which, in their way, are even more transcendent.

The regions beyond, of the whole world, now lie open before thé
children of God. Fifty years ago the burden of public and united
prayer for missions was that God would oper the doors of the nations
to the preaching of the Gospel. In those days Japan was like a vessel
hermetically sealed; China was the walled kingdom, fifteen hundred
miles of solid barrier shutting out “the foreign devils;” India was inthe
selfish clutch of the East India Company; the islands of the sea were
held by cannibal savages,and Africa was not even explored. A hun-
dred years ago it seemed as though there was no chance of reaching
the vast bulk of the race with the Gospel. A great wall of idolatry,
superstition, prejudice, surrounded the nations, with here and there a
solitary breach; now, that whole wall is down, with here and there a
fragment remaining to oppose our advance. Let those who see no
God in history tell us how changes so stupendous have been brought
aboutinside one century.  No human being, 2o combination of human
elements could ever have done this. But ““ one day is with the Lord
as a thousand years,” and there have been single historic “ days ” in
this period, in which He has wrought the work that ordinarily would
have taken a millenium,

That one year 1858 may be sclected as the annus mirabilis of
modern missions. During that one year doors were opened giving
access to one thousand millions of the hwman race. In that year,
1858, Great Britain, after two hundred years of exclusion, made her
treaty with Japan. In thatsame year China, by the treaty of Tientsin,
threw open not only her ports, but her interior, and provided that
any Chinese subject might embrace the Christian faith without
molestation or persecution. In that same year India was transferred
from the sordid East Indic Jompany to the British crown, and Vie-
toria became Empress of the Indies. In that same year the revolu-
tionary changes in Papal Europe laid the basis of Free Italy. In
that same year David Livingstone sailed a second time for South
Africa to complete his pioneer path for missionaries. In that same
vear Benito Juarez, in Mexico, overthrew the monastic system, con-
fiseated the estatesand revenues of the Papal Church, and opened the
way for Protestant missionaries to enter Central America. And in
that same yvear Elizabeth Sale, of Helensburgh, Scotland, suceessfully
penetrated the zenanas of Hindustan, and led the way in woman’s
work for woman!

Was there ever such a year as 18582 Within less than a twelve-
month doors of approach were opened to from thirty to forty millions
in Japan, three hundred to four hundred millious in China, two hun-
dred 2nd fifiy to three hundred millions more in India, including all
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