
THE REGIONS BEYOND.[Fb

lord in the flashi and bain<, closely associated with iIim then, this day
of grace offers us opportunities of service and privileges of fellowsliip,
-which, in their way, are aven more transcendent.

The regions beyond, of the whole world, now lie open before thé
children of God. Fifty years ago the burden of public anid united
prayer for missions wvas that God ivould open the doors of the nations
to the preaching of ýhe Gospel. In those days Japan was like a vessel
herinetically sealed; China was the wvalled kingdom, fifteen hundred
miles of solid barrier shutting out "the foreign devils;" India was in the
belfisl clatch of the East India Company; the islands of the sea were
b eld by can nibal savages, and Africa wvas not aven explore d. A huîi-
dred years ago it seemed as though thiere was no chiance of reaching
the vast bulk of the race with the Gospel. A-great-,Yall of idolatry
superstition, prejudice, surrounded the nations, with hiere and there a
solitary breacli; inow, that whole -wall is down, with hiera and there a
fragment remiaiining tu oppose our advance. Let those wvho see no
God iii listory tell us howv changes so stupendous have been brou-lit
about inside oneO centuiry. Nolhuman beiuti, io combination cf liuman
elements could ever have donc this. But onue day is with the Lord
as a thousand years," and there have been single historie Ildays " iii
this period, in which. He has -wroughit the work that ordinarily would
have taken a millenium.

Thiat one year 1858 may be selected as the annaLs mirabilis of
miodemn missions. During that one ycar doors werc opeîîed griving,
aý:cess tuonee thousand millions of the hiuman race. Iu that ycar,
18-58, Great J3ritainu, after two hundred vears of exclusion, made lier
treaty with Japan. In that samne vear China, by the treaty of Tieîitsin,
threw open flot only lier ports, but lier interior, and providedl that
ariy Cliinese subject mighit embrace tfle Christian fait. wvithout
inolestation or persecution. In that sanie vear Ind(ia was transferred
froin the sordid East Indic ýonipany te thle British crown, and Vic-
toria became Empress of the Iiidies. In that saine year the eolt-
tionary changes ini Papal Europie laid the basis of FEree ltaly. In
that saine year David Livingstonîe sailed a second time for S1,otth
Afrira te complete bis pioncer patli for missioinaries. In that saine
vear Btviiito Juarez, in -Mexico>, overtlhrei the moiiastie system, cou-
fist',tted the estates and revenues of the Papal Church, and opened the
wav for Protestant inissionaries te enter Central Ainerieca. And in
tliat saine vear Elizabeth Sale, of il1eleîisburgh, Scotland, sticcessfully
pelietmatedf the zenianas of Hiidtustau, and led the wvay iii woman's
%wcr]k for voîuîani!

XVas tliere ever such a year as 185,8? «Within Iess than a twvelve-
month doorso f appmoaci wveme opeued te fromn thirty to, forty millions
lu Jaliaii, tliree huîiidred tri four huifflied millions in China, two Iiiun-
dred and fifty te three huiidredl millions more lu India, including al
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