
LKAVES TIIEÏ HAVE TOITYCHED.

Literatture to Francis Douce. " To Francis Douce, Esq.," the bisCrip-
tioxi reads, Il thiese volumes of sonie Litcrary Rescarches are inscribed
as a, slight ineinorial of IFrien(lshil), and a grateful ackniowl edginfelnt to
a Lover of Literatture." In the prefâce te tho collect-ed works of Isaac
Disraeli, issued by bis son, the present Benýjamini Disraeli, \Ve auc
informedl that at the close of the Iast century te nimber of readers
in the Library of the British MuMtetim seldoîn ever exceeded six at a
tine, and( that one of these %vas very constantly Francis Douice. lie
becaine the author of a highly-prized serie-s of Illustrations of Shak-
speare and Ancient Manners, and otîter cognate productions ; lie
gAer liei-apia~lbary-of wvhich Dibdin, in ]lis Biblio-
mania, .says: The library of Prospero (i.p. Douce) is acknowledged
to he without a rival in its -way. HoNv pleasant it is," lie exclainis,
léoly to contemplate such a goo(lly l)rolspect of elegantly-boutnl
volumes of old English and French literature! and te th)iik of the
niatthless stores wvhich they contin, relating te our ancient 1)oplltir
tales and romnantie legenids 1" The volume froin Douce's library
wbichi 1 posscs-s is Frncis Grose's "lProvincial Glossairy, wvitiî a Col-
lection of Locail Proverbs and Popular Superstitions." It lias Douce'îs
bookplate and a MS. note in ]lis lîandwvriting. Grose, in ]iis preflace.
tells us of his liaving gathered bis uccoujîts of popular supers'titions
fromn the inouths of village historians as they were related to a closing
circle of attentive hearers, assembled on a winter's evening rounid thie
calmcions chiuîney of an ohl hall or nianor-house; "lfor foriierly,"
lie goes on to saty, rather amiusingiy te uis in thiese later days of steaiu
and electi-icity--" fornierly, ini cotuitries reinote froin the i»etropolis.
or wlîich bad no immediate intercourse Nvitlî it, hefore newspaipers
and stigecoaclîes had importbed skepticisin and mnade evcry ploughîman
and thresher a politician and freet.liiker, ghosts, faliie. and 'witches,
with bloody murders comr2nittd by tinkers, formned a pincil)il part
of rural conversation in aIl large asseinhîjes, and particillarly tîtose
in C]iristmnas holidays, during the burning of tise yuile.block,." Mien
speaking of the liabilituents. in whielî gliosts were reported te lhave
appearcd, Gnose lhappeons to say: IlGOne instance of an Eîîglisli ghost
dressed in black is found iii tlîe celebrated ballad of Williamn and
Marga ret, in the following lines: 'And clay-coldl was lier lily hand.
That, leld lier sable sliroud.' It is uipon this point that Douce mnakes
bis muanuscript reîuark in tîte ruargin. He desires us te note that
" Mr. ]3ourne, the elegant translator of this song, thouglit tliis licence,


