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with the constitution of the empire.
Against what they conceive to be a
misapplication of this fund, the memo-
rialists, ag representing an established
Protestant Church, must enter their so-
lemn protest; and express their confi-
dent hope that it will never be counte-
nanced by the government of a Protes-
tant Sovereign.

The memorialists must be forgiven
for urging still more carnestly on your
lordship’s attention the case of their
brethren and countrymen in Lower
Canada, for whom, with the exception
of a single clergyman, no public provi-
sion of any kind is made. Notwith-
standing that an assurance was given
by the then existing government, so far
back as in 1827, « That in all cascs
where a suitable place of worship is
erected, and a sufficent congregatiun
assembled, the government would sup-
ply any deficiency in a moderate incotne
for a minister, which the small means
of the poor inhabitants of a newly set-
tled district could not supply:” and that,
in orderto give effect in part to this un-
dertuking, a special instruction was
sent by Lord Goderich to Lord Aylmer,
on the 29th December, 1830,  '{'o ap-
ply £500 a-year, a proportion of £8350,
out of the casval and territorial reven-
ues to this purpose,” still no such pay-
ment has been made; and « when ap-
plication was made by the Presbytery
of Quebec to Lord Gosford on the 23d
of February, 1886, for payment of the
said sum, an answer was received from
his lordship to the effect that the in-
structions contained in the despatch al-
luded to, were set aside by subsequent
arrangenients made between the impe-
rinl authorities,—and this, while all the
other items contained in that despatch
were paid, and have been continued to
the Episcopal and Roman churches.”

The consequence has been, that the
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clergy in the Lower Province are re-
dacet to not only poverty, but extreme
distress. A sum of £200 has been
lately remitted trom Scotland, from the
scanty funds under the management of
your memorialists, to relieve them from
sufferings of the greatest severity.
Some of them have alseady, and most
of the others must, erc long, of neces-
sity abandon the charges which they
had undertaken. The people amongst
whom they have laboured, with others
in like circumstances, constituting a
very Jarge proportion of the inhabitants,
must be left in absolute ignorance and
heathenism,or abandoned to the perilous
ministrations of vagrant and unqualified
teachers; and all this while there exists
a considerable and increasing fund, to a
share in which they have a clear right,
and demauds on which proceeding from
other quarters, and resting on claims no
better founded, have been freely admit-
ted. The memorialists feel confident
that they have only to state these incon-
trovertible facts, in order to call forth
the interference of Government, for
correction of a state of things so anom-
alous and unjust.

They lament decply that they have a
similar statement of distress and desti-
tution to make on bohalf of their breth-
ren in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick,
Cape Breton, and Prince Edward’s Is-
land. The Presbyteriansin those colo-
ies are very numerous, and their num-
ber is daily increasing. They are scat-
tered over a wide extent of country,
and their clergy, sbout thirty in num-
ber, are unable to extend their clerical
dutics, except to a very limited share
of those who demand their ministra-
tions and pastoral superintendence. The
support of the ministers in these prov-
inces isderived entirely from the volun-
tary contributions of their people, and
proves in most instances altogether in-



