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settled in the [louse of Commons., Accord-
ingly it was taken up on the 22d June, 1318.
«’I'he appearance of the House at the begin-
ning of the evening,” we are told, ¢ was as bad
as could be, but Lord Castlercagh opencd the
subject very discrectly and judiciously !”  Mr.
Wilberforce being -fully prepared, ¢ wont
through the whole subject at length; proving
the degraded character of the «lindoo supersti-
tion ; and calinly reasoning out his own con-
clusions ; yet relicving the unavoidable prolix-
ity of such a specch, by the highest flashes of
cloquence.  “He who knows my heart,” he
said-in closing his account of Hindoo supersti-
tions “knows that I have not drawn this mel-
ancholy picture to exult over its blackness ; it
is with grief and shame I view it; mourning
sir over my own country, which for fifty years
and more has left so many millions of our fel-
low creatures in this state of misery and vice.
I am not bringing a bill of indictment against
the Indian race,—~but I have lived long enough
to learn that flatterers are not friends. I am
the true friend of this people, who am willing
to allow their present degradation, that I may
raise them to a higher level.,” Nine hundred
petitions had been presented to the House in
favor of Missionary operations in Indian—al-
luding to them, Dr. W., warns the- House
against slighting their prayer. ¢Let no man
think” he says, “that the petitions which
have loaded our table, have been produced by
a burst of momentary enthusiassm; or that
the zeal of the petitioners will be soon expend-
ed. No, sir, it will be found to be steady as
the light of heaven. While the sun and moon
continne to shine in the firmament, so long
will this object be pursucd with unabated ar-
dour, until the great work be accomplished,”
The result was, to use Mr. W's now words—
“we. carried ity about 89 to 86, beyond all
hope. I heard afterwards that many good
men had been praying for us all night. Oh
what cause for thankfulness; yet almost in-
toxicated with success.” :

Mr. W’s company about this time was much
coveted by persons of distinction. He dined
several times at the Pavillion with the Prince

Regent, whom he characterizes as -an accom-

plished gentleman.  The celebrated Madame
de Staclbeing in Britain, wasalso very desirous
of conversing with him, Mr. W. would fain

have declined an invitation todine with her, but .

her high standing in the literary world, joined
with thedesire of pleasing his friends, appear
to have influenced his mind in yielding his con~

sent. ‘Mr. W’s account of the company shews
the truth of the seriptural remark #hat poverty
is better than riches. Had he dined among a
company of plain christians, hie would doubtless
have returned rejoicing, but here we find only
expressions of regret.

“ I havo consented 'to dine with Madamo de Stacl;
I could not well do otherwise. Bowdler said much
to persuide me. Let mo try to speak plainly though
tenderly to her,  18th. Dined with Madame de Stuel
—her son and daughter, and two other forcigners,
T.ord Hurrowby, Lord and Ludy Lansdown, Sir Jas.
Mackintosh. Lord and Lady Granville Leveson
were to have dined, but Lady Spencer died that mor-
ning. Sho asked mo toname tho prity. A cheerful,
pleasant dinner.  She talking of the final canze of
creation—not utility but beauty—did not like Paley,
wrote about Rosscau at fifteen, and thought ditferently
at fifty. Evening, assembly, but I came away at
bulf-past cleven. A brillinnt assembly of rank and
talent.” ¢ The whole scene,” was his next day’s re-
flection, ¢ was intoxicating even to me. The fever
arising from it is not.yet gonc off, (half-pust8, A.M.)
though opposed by the mast serious motives and con-
siderations both last night and this morning. How
dangerous then must such scenes (literally fof dissi-
pation, dissipating the spirits, the mind, and for a
time almost'the judgment) be to young people in the
hey-day of youth, and life and spirits! Ilow unfit

{or those who are o watch unto prayer, to walk so-

berly, to be sober-minded! Something in my own
case may be fairly ascribed to natural high spirits,
and I fear, alas! and a good deul to my being unac-
customed to such scenes; yet after allowing for these
weaknesses and peculiatities, must not the sobriety
of my age, my principles, my guard, (prayer prece-
ding my entering into the enchanted ground,) be fairly
considered as abating the effect, so much us that 1
may be a fair averagesample of the cficet of such
scenes on young people in general of agreeable man-
ners, and at all popular ways and characters? T am
sure I durst not often venture into these scenes.—
Then the seasoning is so high that it would render
all quict domestic pleasures insipid.  Even poor
Paley used to say, (thoughI hope jokingly,) ¢ Who
ever talks to his wife?” This showed even in him the
d of being ft ted by social gnyety. O Lord,
cnable me to view last night’s scene in its true colors,
and shapes, and essences. I have not time to trace
out the draught. May-I remember that they and I
are accountable dying creatures, svon to appear at
the judgment-scat of Christ, and be asked whether
we avoided temptation, and endeavered 10 preserve a
frame of spirit suited to those who had to work out

their salvation with fear and trembling.”

In April 1814, Mr, Wilberforce addressed a
letier to the Emperor Alexander of Russia to
agree to a convention for the abolition of the
slave trade among all nations, It was gra-
ciously received, and the Emporor who wasa
truly christian prince, being then in Britain in-
vited him to ‘an audience, and cnarged himself
with the abolition. It apppcars, however, that

the Emperor, notwithstanding his excellent’

character and political ascendancy, was un-
able to bring the crowned hcads of .Europe
to this righteouy covenant, and it was reserved
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