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Costly Sequel to
Typhoid Epidemic

To see a man walking homewnrds
hugging a big bottle of water un
der his arm, or, perchanee, draw
ing it hebind him in o child’s wa
gon, is the curious sight that meets
the stranger’s guze in a city of
Eustern Ontario. When he secks
to learn the reason, he discovers
that this is an aftermath of a ty
phoid epidemic that oceurred two
years ago. There is plenty of water
for household purposes, but drink
ing water costs 10¢ a gallon. 1t is
hought and sold like any ot bev-
erage.  One pusses stores where the
window-dresser  has reised his
art in arvanging water-hottles ar
tistiealiy.  Advertisements  recom
mending this or that kind of water
are displayed upon the bill-hoards
and on the sereens at the moving-
picture shows.  Hotels and restau-
rants speeify on the menu the var
iety of water supplied to their pat-
rons.

The situation above  deseribed
be interesting, but it should
wever have arisen. When we re-
fleet on the addition o the already
high cost of living, the added e
pense to whick the ity must sooner
or later he driven to provide a pure
woater supply. the financial loss it
has alveady suffered in providin
medieal attendanee  and  hospital
accommodation  during  the epi-
demie, and, above all, the lives lost
and  the homes saddened during
that outhreak, the importance of
Jenlously guarding a public water-
works system from contamination
is borne in upon us.  Let other
cities tuke warning, for in no other
department of civie government
will slessness or parsi ¢ reap
A more sure or more tel pun-
ishment than in that which is con-
cerned with Publie Health.

Durability of Ties

The average life of untreated
ties as rep rted by the steam roads
is as follows: cedar, nine years;
tamarack, vcight years: hemlock,
seven  years; Douglas fir, seven
yeurs; jack pine, six years; spruce,
siX years,

As recent statisties bear
cedar is the species prin-
cipally used, beeause of its dura-
hility, but the supply of eedar is
i becoming exhausted. Un-
rvative treatment of ties

o, the short-lived spe-
cies will have to be used untreated,
which, on account of the necessary
frequent renewal, will increase the
cost of mileage maintenance, If
treated ties were used, which would
cost thirty eents extra per tie for
ereosoting and equipping with tie
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places, the inferior speeies, which
are very plentiful and cheap in
Canada. conld he nsed with econ-
omy.  With such a treatment these
woods would last at least fifteen
years, and if protected from wear
would probably last much longer.
—Canadian Forestry Journal.
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Simple Precautions
May Prevent
Fires

If Slashings are removed the danger
is decreased

If owners of lands adjoining
railway lines would remove or
destroy at a safe time of the year,
the siashings and other unnee-
essary inflammable material for a
distance of 100 feet outside the
right-of-way, a very large per-
centage of the damage from rail-
way fires would be prevented. All
reasonable precautions that rail-
way companies can take will not
wholly prevent disastrous fires, so
long as adjoining lands are allowed
to constitute fire-traps, as is now
the case with so large a percentage
of forest lands along railway lines.

-C.L.

appeals more strongly to the eye
than a low, gable-roofed, stuceo-
elad conerete house; a house with
white framed casement windows
and vineelad walls;: a home nest
ling among clumps of trees and
surrounded by the vivid lure of
summer.  Landscape architeets in
the United States are beginning to
realize the seenie qualities of stue-
co and it is st growing in popu-
larity as w decorative medium in
hous construet

Still another of the numerous
methods by which conerete blocks
can be given a finished appearanee
is that of surfacing them with a
sand blast. The surface cement is
worn away by the sand; the bloek
is given a polish, and the broken
sione, of which it is partly com-
posed, appears; thus giving the
block something the appesrance of
a polished limestone breceia. A
glance at any pavement, from
which the surface cement has hesn
worn away hy the countless foot-
steps of the hurrying multitude,
will serve to convey a very rough
iden of the appearance a sand-.
polished cement block presents. 1
the mixture has heen made with
proper eare, the hlock can be gi
quite an effective-looking surface,
and, so far as appearances go, it is
infinitely superior to the ordinary
conerete bloek. 1t's one disadvan-
tage lies in the fact that surfacing
by sand renders the block more
linble to erosion.

The use of concrete for resi-
dences offers many advantages; it
is both economical and durable,
and houses built of it are eool in
summer and  warm in  winter,
When the esthetie possibilities the
material offers become more w
ly appreciated, it is sure to gain in
popularity ; and the tinie is at hand
when stueco-clad concrete houses
will he made use of far more than
they are at present, as these, mater-
inls offer Canadian architeets and
builders an opportunity which they
cannot afford to negleet,— WIL.C.
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The highest suceess is to do some

wnrlhy thing that no one ever

o- ~o

thought of doing before,




