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Socicties, and other similar series, such as are seldom met with
in this country in private handy, be thst provided, aud that ro
expense be at present incurred in forming a Miscellancous Library.

This Council woulil also recommend that application be made
o Government for copies of all’public doewnents printed by
authority of Parliament, on the subject of Engineering, Archi-
tecture, Railways, Statistics, Prison Diseipline, &e.

The Council have to veport that they have entered into a cor-
respondence with the Toronto Athenmum, with a view to an
amalgamation of the two Societies, on terms expressed in a doen-
ment to be presently laid before the meeting.

The Council have also gratefully to acknowledge the receipt
of a considerable number of donations to the Institute, compris-
ing a few books, geological reports, and meteovological observa-
tions, various mineralogical and geologieal specimens, some inter-
esting Indian remaing, several valuable maps, and models of the
‘Toronto Harbour and of a locomotive,

The experience of the past year has shown, as must naturally
be the case with all young societies, that the By-Laws and Regu-
Iations as at first frauned, require more or less modifications. Some
propositions relating to changes in the terms of subseription, and
other desirable alterations will presently be brought Lefore the
meeting,
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In coneluding this Report, and retiving from Oflice, your Coun.
cil cannot refeain from congratulating the Institute on the hope-
ful prospects that lie before it.  The large and continually in-
creasing list of members, the 1easonable expectations of an asswred
and suflicient incomse, the probable incorporation with us of other
socicties, the establishment and suceessful issue of a Journal which
bids fair to become the recognized organ of scientific intelligence
throughout the Canadass all these fucts encournge the belief that
the Society, though yet in its intancey, will soon extend its intluence
and wsefulness to every part of the Provinee, and will ultimately
take rank worthily among the great national soeietics of the world.
But in order to realize this expeetation, your Council would heg
to urge upon the members individually, the necessity of persoual
exertion, each in his own depariment; not only in promoting the
formation of a Muscum and Library, but more espeeially with
reference to papers to be read before the Socicty, and the discus-
sions that may ensue thereon, 'The opportunivy of publication
now afforded by the Cinadian Journal, while it offers additionat
inducement for the preparation of such papers, at the same tune
calls for judicious selection of subjects, and inereased zeal in their
investigation,

Subjoined will be found a statement shewing the present con-
dition of the financial atlairs of the Institute.

Baraxcs Suegr, skowing the Financial state of the Institule,

' £ s b : oL % »
Dec'br, 1. {To outstanding ace'nt per Voucher, No. 15) 3 91 11 {Dec’br. 1. 1By Balance in Treasurer’s hands as per!
B do. do, do. “ 16} 8 0 5 his account eurrent . ..o ienooon. i 37 wi o
“ do. do. do. “ 17] 53 81 5 “ Amount of uncollected subscriptions
« do. do. do. o 18] 1 131 0 per statement No. @ cooooooiaeii ool 86 17 0
“ do. do, do. “« 1yl 12 5l 0 “ Amount of Agricultural Assoctation’
“ do, do. do, 0 T {0 subscription to Journal ............¢ 30 0} 0
“ Balance in favour of Tnstitute........ a7l 11 0 “ Parlimuentary Grant now due to ln-i
SHIBLE e ceeancaenemenenecannaaas] 230 6! 0
“ Amount due for unpaid subscripﬁon*‘
toJmmml.......................‘i 3wy
358 | 31 9 REEEIE

@he Conadion Fwurnal,

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1852.

Tae Ruilroads of Caunada.

The Legislation of the recent Session of the Provincial Palia-
ment has been remarkable for the number of Charters manted to
Railway Incorporations, and for the amendments granted to ex-
isting Companies.

The Atantic and St. Lawrence Railway Act has been amended.
This road is now under construction to the Provinee line, and
will there conneet with the Railroad to Portland, in Maine, thus
comnecting the City of Montrewt with the Atlantic seaboard by
the nearest possible route, and at the same time affording by
existing Railronds, or in progress, access to the New BEugland
States, and to the Sister Provinces. The length of the St
Lawience and Atlantic road, from Montreal to the Provinca
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line, will be about 126 miles, of which 95 miles, to Sherbrooker
are constructed and in working order; the remuining portion is
being pushed forwand vigorously, and it is expecied it will he com-
Pleted dming the ensuing summer, as well as that part of the line
which lies in the Stateof Maine,

Another Act authorises the Montreal and New York Ruilroad
Company to extend their road, and to acquire the necessary tand
for such extension. This road conncets Montreal {via the Luchine
Raitroad and Feny, to Canghmawaga,) with the Oudenshurgh
road of New York, and extends southward to Plattshurgh, by it
the time of travel between Montreal and the western pait of the
Provineeis materially reduced and another charuel opened to the
business of New Yok, It has aleeady heen opencd for travel in
connexion with the Qgdensburgl toad, but we have no information
15 to the direetion which its extension is to take.

The next, thongh not precisely a Railway Act, is passal «in
order to enable the Town of Dundas 10 grant its ity to the



