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v. 26.-"l A vhole year."- How many
whole years3 are wve conten ted to spend with-
«out seeing such Iruit?

As long as the foiiowers of Jesus were al]
Jews, they were considered as merely ano-
ther Jetvisli sect or pariy, stich as Phari-
,sees, Sadducees, ilerodiansg, Essenes. The
strict Jews called themi Galileans, or Naza-
renes. They cs.iIed tlieiiielves "edisciplep,"
(the faithful," Il believerrs," Il saints,"
ebrethiren," el thoqe of' the way." Nuwv

that they stood out as a body, composed of'
Jews and Gentiles, the Antiochenes gave
theni a characteristic naine, probably in-
tending it as a nickc-natiie.

IV. The action oj the Antiochene Chris-
lialis.

v. 27.-"c Prophets," teachers maie and
female, wlhuse titterances wvere so mnucli
above their owni intel lectuai leve], that the
Church recognized flii n as specially in-
spîed ol' the Hoiv Ghiost. 'l'le gi n'as
higl,,1ier blian cc spe«aking, iithi tongueF," i
«Cor. xiv., 5. 0

v. 28.-Agyaug; as to his mariner iii pro-
phesying, see xxi., 10.

v. 29." 11Every man, etc." Here is the
.only ie of giving, that Christ will try us
by. Ail at il, aiways at it, honestjy ai it.

v. 30.-"l Wbich thei <id." Tlieir doter-
m-ination wouid hiave been nothing %vithout
this. The prodigal aller resolving, "11arose
-and went.' This~ action would 'be-to the
mother Church a tolcen of tie geuuinéness
cof the work at Antioch, 2 Cor. ix., 12-14.

The importance attacbed to lielpinir the
poor, may be jiidged from the men the mat
ter was entrusted to. So, in 2 Ou r. vii i., 4-6,
17-23.

"The eidersq," elsewhiere called overseers
ýor bishopq of the Congregation, Act8 xx
17, 28; Tituis iL, 5, 7; lst Pet v., 1, 2. The
aposties took the office from, the Synagogue,
riaturally modelling the' Churcli on tits
form, which in its main leatures is aleo
ours, lxiv., 23). EverýY impartial authority
now admits that diocesan bishops ivere un-
Aknown in the Aposties' days

PETER'S RELEASE.
DrEOEMBEa 17th.-Acts xii , 1-17.

aoldept 7ext: Ps. xxxiv. 7.
I. VTe secowl Perseculion in Jérusalem.
PERqox z -Hleroci Agri ppa I , grands ~n of

Herod i ie Grt.at, Who 'iow ruied over Judea,
Sirnaria, 0,0i iee, Perea, anfi Traclionitis,
or ail) the dominions of tus iLranitather.
H1e haci ripen by fawniiîg on te Eînperors
Caligtila and CIau lins; and he was now

doing ail in bis power to, court the favour of
the Jewvs.

James, son of Zebedee, and "11son of thun-
der." He uvas one of the three. whomn Jesus
tisuaiiy hiad with hlmi on special occasions.
H-e uvas the first A postie % heo wiîs inartyred
(Math. 20, 23). K ei8 the oniy Apostle
ivliose deaili is zîieiîtioned in Scripture.
fis brother John -survived ail the others.

II. lPeter in Prison.
The city wvas full of zealous Jews, who

had comie up te the great flèstival at wlîich
.iesus aiso hiad beciî Lzeized. Herod is as
punjctilliou8 as the iieiiitbers of the Sanhe-
dritî1 then %vere, John xviii., 28. Dwiîrîîî the
eeven days of tinleavencd bread, Peter lies
in prisonl, but hi-; head is saie. There ie lie
post4ibility of escape. Four 8oldierd are on
gruard at ench. watch, and the nighit is divi-
(ied into four %vattohes. Eacli land of t'ie
prisoner is chainied to a soilier. A third
watches at the door of'the cil or cliaiiber;
anîd a lourt h at the enter door of the prison.
Thic prelliises are ivallod rounid, anid the
only exit frou>) theni is bv a great iron gate.

The ('hurcbi prays for P. ter~. Day after
day, passes, * nd thire is ne answer. "ýWiÉhi-
olit ceaqitig" they pray. '1lle last night of
the seven conties. Peter takes off hi' san-
dais and his looSe outer garni ent, nutifustens3
the grirdie tlîat keeps the long tunic or shirt
close te, the body, lies down witti tc twe
-zoidiers, and ftll fast asleep. At the regru-
lar hiours the guards are changed, and now
the last wateli is set.

III. The Jelease. V. 7-11.
Man's extreinity is God's epportunity.

Tilt the ange' lei hlm in the Street, lie wias
as one dreaîiiing ivhiie hait awake and
k-nowing that it is a dreaîn.

IV.- The Prayer-rneeting.
i>LACE.-The lieuse et Mary, mother ef

Johin Mark, and aunt of Barnabaý. Many
wvere tiiere. They had spent the whole
nigbL praying. A knock is heard at the
porch dpor. The Pervant girl goes eut and
askp, whio is there? Peter answers, and she
recogîiizes the veice. Rhoda-ber naine
ls given, for é-he had more faith than these
who, had been praying-rushes back te tell
them that their prayers are answered.
ceMad,-" is their first theughit: but when
tbev -ec her cairn and positive, they Pay "-t
is bis angel." Anything rather than bel leve
that the Lord had anmwered their prayer.
Each ot the rord's littie ones bas bis guar-
dian angel, Matt. xviii., 10.

The kncncking continues, net leud but
impatient, for enemies mnay be near. -They
go te the door, and Io, it ist Peter. Stili they

are IIastonished." H1e hushes their loudI
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