mimsters.  In addivon to this high nouon of
servant,the term,ambassadors for Clrist, carries
in it a peculiar emplmsis of meaning.  An
ambagsador is mure than an urdinary servant,
us he represents the person of the soveragn,
and in & special manner speaks and acts tor his
sovercign: nor must it cseape notice that,
when an ambassador is sent to treat with rebels
and offer them pardon, lus function has ever
been held as peculiatly sacred and honourable,
inasmuch a3 he then is suppused to apeak not
only in the name but with the highest delegated
authority of his prince.  Now,savs the apostle,
we, s ambassadors for Christ, beseech men that
they would be reconciled to God.  Proud and
foolish priests have debased the digmity of the
Gospel ministry by the earthly titles they have
assumed, whereas the titles God bestuws on
His servants are every way sigmficant and
honourable.  They are the ministers of Gode—
they are the ambassadors of the hing of hings.
Nay more, they are co-worhers with Guod
Himself, so that the very work in which the
Divine Spirit is cogaged is that in which they
are engaged as the instruments of the Spirit.
Dues the Spirit teach, so do they—does the
Epirit warn, so do they—does the Spnt cousole,
30 do they. They do this instrumentally, the
Spirit dves it eflicaciously, but the work is the
sume.  Co-worhers with God, what an office of
dignity and responsibility !

This will appear all the clearer when you
reflect that thuse that are now zimbassadors
were themselyes rebels, that those thatare uow
servaats of Godin thi< high vocation were unce
servants of the world, the devil and the fledde
The treasure 1s thus put into carthen vessels,
that the cacllency of 1t may be scen to be of
God. Itis even so, and , when throngh the
grace of God these carthen vessels have been
prepared to carry forth tlus precions treasure,
ar, to drop the figure. when depraved man has
through grace been titted for thes grreat work,
what a maricllous honour has God put on him !
The office then tv which dou are Tonhing for-
word is eminently hunovurable

Any oflice of which this can be sawt must
have high ends. Let me notice a feww of the
chief ends to which you shonld make all your
labours tend. First, vou will aim at the con-
version of simners. When the command was
given by the Saviour, * Go, preach the Gospel to
every creature,” a world lyiag in wickedness
specially needed the Gospel the apostles were
commissioned to unfold.  But the world is still
in need of this, for men are stil be nature
estranged from (rod, and this must lead to deg-
radation and misery.  Ministers now are semt
just as the apostles were, to tell men of thar
guilt and danger, and to call upon them to re-
pent of their sins, and receive the merey o f
God through Christ.  Not the heathen or Ma-
hommedans merely, or others sunk in supersti-
tion, need to be canverted, every child of Adam
needs thi§—the child of the most godly parents
as :ouch as the child of an idolater.  * Exzcepta
man bebornagain,”said the Saviour,* heecannot
eater the kingdom of heaven ' You believe this,
hence you cannot but helieve the necessity of
conversion, not oaly to enter hicaven but also
to escrpe cternal damnation.  You haew that
the unconverted, if they dic in their state of
estrangement from God. must he elcrnally
miserable. If there were no hope for such,
then nothing needs be said. no warnings need
be given, and no appeals made. But. blessed
be God, there is hope  For, if His Word tells us
that ¥ the wages of sin ia death,” it also tells us
that « the gilt of God izcterand life through our
Lord Jesas Christ.”  This is the ground which
the ambassador for Christ can occupy, and
hence can call sinners to repentance—can cali
an them to fiee from the wrath to come. can

eotreat them 10 be reconciled to God, can strive ! death
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to pluck thew as brauds from the burnng,—

for, nlthough they are un the verge of hell, yet,
if he can induce them to turn and fling them-
selves wito the arms of Jesus, they shall be
saved.  But then you canuot convert sinbers—
no, ull the augels of heasen could not of them-
selves convert one soul.  But, although jon

cannot be the eflicient agents in this, youauay |

be instrumental, yuu may be eo-worker- with
God in 1. Now, as you cannot laok at the
fearful condition of the uncopverted without
the wost painful cmotivns, su ygu casnot, ifyoun
realize your obligations to them, byt Jabow
with yeur whole soul and strength fur thar
conversion  You will do this when you are
prepacing mutier at yous desk for their uader-
standings and consciences s you will o this
with all earnestuess when you deliver that
matter to them from the pulpit, and at a throne
of grace in seeret you will agonize fur the con-
version of ~inners. No faithful munister will
look with indifference at unconverted souls
around hiwm.  Alas! it iy true, e may ulterly
fail, yet he will not fuil tll he has exhausted
all the means in his power to bring sinners to
the 8aviour  The minister that does not feel
that he hac a message frowm the Lord of Husts
to sinnery, which he should deliver in a very
agony of love and fear. plainly overlovbs the
great end of bis mission.  Thal man may inci-
dentally utter many (rue thing, and mway ofen
utter many pretty things, but, if he cries nut,
as the Bapust did, Repent ye, and as the Saviour
Himscif did. then is that man where he onght
not 10 be, tor plainly he sees nothing aright,
and will un the whole du gothing . aright.

But this, althougl much, is ot all that he
who loves souls will strive to Jdo fur them.
“ Whatwedcsire "saidthe Apostlo s yoursane-
tification." Everv minisfer must say the same.
Iudeed he who sccks the conversion of somls
will sk their grow th in grace.  Wichoat holi-
ness the suul could have no suitable prepoca-
tinn for glorifxing God upun carth, ur enjoring
Him through cternity.  Assanciification is the
restoring of the Divine imago to the soul, o,
just as fas as this is done, to that exteat does
wan possess woral beauty, fitness fur the Divive
serviee, and true happiness.  Thisis indeed the
very lughest elucatiun which o rational and
immortal creature tan receive. Jn this the
Divine Npirit is the efficientagent, yet, lot it be
borne 1w miud that the Spirit in this works by
means, suchas the Word and otdisances of God
and also His providences. It is no disparage-
ment to other means to sag that the minlster
with Biblo trathin biz heart, and that trath
flowing from his lips, and devoloped in his life,
is of all instruments the mast offectual for the
sanctification of svuls. Hence .aw able aad
pivus minister is a grand educawr, of souls for
the service of Godand the jays df ieaven. Vo
teaching so graad in ity principles, none so
beneficial in its cuds as thot which is giveu by
a godly minister For, if it be 2 post of high
honour, whether in schoal or college, which is
oerupied by him who labours to prepare yavog
minds for asefilness and happivess on casth,
how very high iz his pusiion whe ie giving
lessons to immortal sonls which will it them
for taking their place hefore the Throne, and for
cngaging in the services and joys which ocen~
pr the powers and_gratify the tasies of the
highest angels in “hedven.  This is neither
fancy nor cxaggeration  For wory'!xddiﬁon
that the Iminister “Miakes to the kndwledge,
rightcousness nud holiness of minds uaider his
eare, he is just so far preparing them, for the
highest desting 1o which creatures can Jook.
Tt 3¢ true he 39 able ta tenth ‘merely the cle-
ments of this heavenly education, &l “these
elements are indispeosable tothe gieatiossont

and duties on which souls are to cnter after

But mere truth iv nat all that is
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needful to complete sanctification and fit the
soul fur glory. For tnis the graces of love,
humility and meekuessare indispensable. Now
here again we remark that the Sparit is the all-
efficient agent sn producing these graces, yet,
masfuras @ faithful minister &> instrumental
in this, he is a cu-worker with the Spirit.
Hence be who is cultivating the graces in the
hearts of his hearers is giviog them that spint-
el tmining and  sanctification which will
prepare thun for glory. XNow, as [ hold that
no man can be & faithful minister of Chrst
who does 10t seck the conversion of souls, so
ucither iz he faithful who does not seek their
aanc{ification, for this is really to scek their
glorification.  Aws the true minister of Christ
will ever keep thid in view, so ke will ever
labour sealowly in season and out of season
fur the advancement of grace in the hearts
of those fur whout he watches , and just in pro-
portion a< he is successful in this will his own
heart be gladdened. This then is anotber high
end of ministerial lagour.

But, in fine, tho glory of God should be the
chief end. Tlus is indeed inclusive of all.
Now, while it is true that this should be the
chicf end of all men, there is surely special
reason why it should be that of the migister
of Jesus.  They profess in o very peculiar way
to have devotsd themselves to the service of
God with the strusg wish in all things to ad-
vance Mis glory. s the essential glory of God
i3 infinite, all treatures can add nothing to it.
Bat, as all creatar: ‘4 one way or other show
fuzth the glory of Go?y so may godly ministers
do this i & way superior to all olher mep.
The manifustation of the Divine perfections
shows the Divine glory, so it follews that, the
more fully ¢hese perfections are unfolded, so
all the more fully i3 God glorified. Now, if it
be proper to speak of & higher and more subor-
dinate glury of God, then we sy soberly af-
firae that in the unfulding of the moral perfec-
tivn of Gul ITis higher glory 1s seen.  Henee.
when He would show His great glory to Moses,
He gave him 2 clear view of His perfections and
hohness. Now, inasfurzs man by specch or
cunduct mantfests the Divine haliness, so far
does he in the highest sense glorify God. But
pious ministers are conetantly engaged in this
very thing - for they do this when they preach
the Gospel with fulndss and olearncss. What
a work of (Godis the Gospell It is indeed,
the whule moral perfections ofGod made visible
in & way at once very simple and yet peculiar-
1y grand. ¢ ] havé shown you the Father,” said
Jemgand ngain says He, ** These whohave seen
me haveseen the Father,” Naw this was-true
notonly of the porson of Ohrist butof the Gospel
of Christ. luoasfarss then men preach the
Gosul <o as to unfold its grand prieciples and
efferts, they glorify God who is the Author of
them.

But there i2 auother sense i which they may
do this still more cmpbatically. The faithiul
minister not only presents the Qospel in the
abstract, and sv glarifes God, but by iz rdally
striving by Uis lips and his life to make livip
images of God's glory in tho souls he converts
and” eunctifes. fle i, thefcfore, not only
showing what the beaute of '‘Qod's holineks ig
in the abstract but what it really is in the con-
crete, Tospeak it plainly : Every sonl brought
to God under his winistry, and who has been
brought o refiect the image of Géd in knowl.
cdpe, tightcousress snd trub hotineds, will, ina
very gh sense, glorifv'Gdod.  Thott U8 not on
earth & more gloriops -sight you cnn dhtve
of God than a sanctificd soul.  Now, ad-
mitting in the fuilest eensc that o minister is
nothitg more thwn ihstromentdl in Whis, yet
what o great thing doce he acconiplish tven o3
the imstrament of the Spitft! I -4dn6t know

 that the highest angel in hexven i tnpRRed



