dren to tomy to me, and forbid them not,
for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” A
more interesting sight has been seldom
witnessed iu Hubfax.

AsSSOCIATION FoR Tug PRroracation oF
188 Farri~-The adjourned Quarterly
Meeting of the Halifax Branch of this As-
gociation will be held on to-morrow week,
after Vespers, in St. Mary's Vestry.

Lo

CELEBRATION OF THE LANDING OF
THE MARYLAND PILGRIMS.

At three o'clock in the afternoon, on
Moncay thc 14th, the new, swift, and ele-
antly furnished steamer Boltlinore, undes
tbe command of her obliging agent, Capt.
George Mattingly, left the wharf at
WGeorgetown, for the site of the ancient
«ity of St..Mary, on St. Mary’s river,
Maryland. _She had on-board her charter
pasty, the Philodemic Society of George-
town College, and a number of citizens,
who-availed themselves of the invitation of
the socicty to accompany them on their
excursion to the locality of the old city of
St. Mary, where they proposed, to ccle-
Hrate in 4 becoming manver, the' landing
of the pilgrim fathers of Maryland, on
2he bank of St. Mary’s river. An hour
aftarwards she touched at the steamboat
wharf of Washington, where she received
on board za accession to her numbers, in
the persons of several of our citizens,
amung-whom we had the pleasure of being
one. After stopping at Alexandria a few
moments; we.got fawly on our way for our
destittation, by five o’clock n the after-
sio0n, andt though the wind was aliead, a}xd
blowed:very brizkly, we anchored at qu-
fight in the waters of the St. Mary’s ri-
véiy,' opposite the resideuce of Rev. Jos.
‘Carbery, the "Superior of St. Inigoes.
The Pisilodemic Society were accompani-
ed with their skillful orchestra, consisting
‘chiefly of members of t!eir own body,
under the Jead and direction of M., Espiu-
ta. The. rich strains of classic music
¢hey gave forth during the ¥oyage, on the
several occasions of leavipg . the wharves
of the three cities, on passing Fort Wash-
dngton, Mount Vernon, -and some other
qoints, servetl to enliven'the usual mono-
-tony of steamhoat travelling.—The utmost
*zeal was displayed by the members of the
Philodemic Society to make bdth them-
selves and their arrangements agreeable
‘to the ¢ompany who had the good fortune
‘to be present. ‘Lhe accomplished and
courgeous President of Georgetown Col-
Jlege, the Rev. Dr. James Ryder, was the
master spivit of the scene, and his joyous
Family of uinety youths reflected not only
crédit upon,themselves by their excellent
deportment, but did the .rmclpal infinite
honaurs . - 1
. The rhorntng-of the 15th May, 1849,
-the adniversary.of the day when the Pil-
:giith ships.sailed over the same ground
sthit:Held otr unchor, broke from the east
in'anusdal brdlianty. ~ Before the sun
*peeted abovbd the horizon, the shout of
‘welcoms was sent up from -on board our |
'boat, in-thd midst of soul-inspiring musie,
«as the steamer Plynter, Trom Baltimore,
freighted with;a large party of visitors,
came to anchor along side of the Balu-
aare: A few wood vessels lay around us,
-and-as the sun rose, the breeze began to
frashen from the west, aud all things
seemed;to. conspire together ‘o make the
ovcasionone of the greatest .enjoyment.
Soon.évery ship’s boats, that could be
pressed into service, and every shallop
and scow in the vicinity, were in motion
for thre putpose.of landng: the passengers.
This movement; oot being a part of the
contenaplated atrangements, was occasion-
e, it seems, ' by an indisposition on the
part of the proprietors of the lind and
adjacént grounds, where the old ¢ity of
St. Mary stopd, to permit their use for
the purpose of allowing the celebration to
be held on that sacrad spot. The oljec-
tiong urged, as we learped, were, that
mos}.of the site of the.old city was sown
in wheat sud that the pact . still in sward

Seminary, the Episcopal Church and its
grave yard. It was thought that the as-
semblage of a crowd would injure very
setiousl; the grewn wheat, and that jujury
might ensue to the premises occupied as
just described. An offer was however
made, on the part of those concerned to
permit the use of the grounds, if the Phi-
lodemic Society would be responsiblo for
any damage or injure to the premiscs.
This condition not having been acceded
to, it was determind to celobrate the oc-
casion at the church of St. Ignatius, dis-
tant about a mile eastward from Mr. Car-
bery's residence, off which we wero then
lying at anchor, This determination har-
ing been taken—the necessity of which
was as painful to the Philodemic Society
ag it was a matter of regret to their invited
guests and the company at large—the
landing of the passengers ftom both boats
commenced in earuest. T'he scene was
a gay one, and ohe full of exitement. By
9 o'clock we were all Janded ard prepared
for the procession to the church, when the
Chief Marshal of the day, Judge H. G.
S. Kay, appeared on the "ground with his
assistants, mauy of whom were citizens of
St. Mary’s county. ‘The order for march-
ing being given, we moved towards the
church of St. Ignatius, at least five hund-
red in number.

Cn our arrival at the church of St. Ig-
natius, we found gathered some five huud-
red ladies and gentlemen of the country,
ready to reccive us. The road o the
church, and the precincts of the church,
wete lined with the good-natured and wou-
der-expressing faces of the colored race,
some of whom were decked out in the
faded finery of other days, while others,
less ambitious, were content with the
every-day garb of their condition. Not
far from the church some of the hospita-
ble inhabitants of the country had provid.
ed a cold collation, in abundance, for hun-
ary appetites. Near by twas erected a
platform for the orator of the day, Col. Z.
Collins Lee, of Baltimore, and the sur-
rounding space was well furnished with
seats for the accormmodation of the assem-
bly.

High Mass having been said by Bp.
Vandevelde, assisted by several of the

sverend clergy, Bp. Spalding addressed
the congregation in the chureb, ina strain
of great eloquence, going to demonstrate,
that, unless the purposes of life are sancti-
fied by religion, they come tonought, We
must not omit to refer, in this connection,
to the excellent singing of the choir, during
the celebration of the Mass. When the
services of the church were over, Col. Lee
and Dr. Pise ascended the cut-door stand,
aud soon the platform was filled with the
cleray, and other citizens of distinction.
After order and guiet were obtained, Dr.
P1se rose and praunounced, inan energetic
voice, the following beautiful prayer:

Prayer by Rev. C. C. Pise, of St. Peter's

Church, New Yorl:.
"LET US PRAY.

« Begin we to the Lord with timbrels, ding
we to the Lord with cymbals, tune unto Him
a new Psalm, extol and call upon hus name.”®
Yes, on this spot, rendered memorable and
hallowed by thie linding of the Maryland Pil-
grims, on thie margin of this bright and majes-
uc river, in the nidst of these fertile ficlds and
ambrageous valleys, wa adore Thee, oh Omni-
potent and Eternal Fatier! God! * Most
High and Eminent,who inhabitest eternity
and dvellest in the holy place,"t God of the
land, * to whom belong the poles of the earth,
upon which the world is set,” § who didst in-
spire thy servant, Columbas, with the design,
and gird him with the courage, to seek and
discover these uhiknown regions, behind whose
mountains the sun rolled dowa his gargeous
chatiot, unseen by the eye of civilized men ;
who didst strengthen the Pilgeim Fathers lo
peril the tempests of the deep in quest of 2
baven of safety and peace, which they found
on this consccrated spot ; God of the Firma-
' mant, under whose bright pavilion they reared
their” Grst altars aod spread out their peace-
‘ful tabernacles; God of freedom, ¢t in whose
eyes it is right to proclaim liberty, overy one
10 his brothér,” whose Omnipotence did en-

gt

* Judith xv1. 2,
} Isaizh Tvi 15.

*~

was ocoupied by the new State Female

{Jeremiznh Xyxiv. 15.

dow man's hill with freedom, and seat in his
breast conscience, a holy and fearloss nronitor,
wd addte thee with profouttd humility, amid
the triumphant recollections of the event we
arc this day commemorating.

We praise Thee for havlng guided our
Catholic Pulgrims to these Western shores
tecuting with plenty, and $miling with wvel.
come, where thay planted the cross, unfurled
the banner of toleration, and advanced the
progress of tivilization. We thank Thee for
all the blessings since showered dpon our be.
loved country ; for having raised up a Wash-
ington 1n tho day of her nced ; for the inde-
pendenco achieved by his valor, consolidate §
by his virtues; for having destined her, in thy
Providence, to become the asylun of the per-
seculed and the hope of future ages; for hav-
ing winged the eaglesof her forests to carry
to the extremities oftho ecartn the tidings of
great joy,the olive branch of peace, and the
trophies of rational liberty. We thank 1'hee
for the propagation of thy Church in the
United States—the Church of the Maryland
Pilzrims, so eminently and numerously repre-
sented hiere by her Prelates, her Cleryy, and her
Laity. We pray Thee to continue to look
down propitiously upon our country, perpetu-
ate her hberties, and fill up the measure of
her prosperily and greatness.

We pray for the President of the Republic,—
the unconquered hero of many baules. In-
spire him with a national solicitude and give a
steady direction to the patriotism which ani-
mates his breast.  Grant him health, strength,
light and protectinn, in his exalted but azdu.
ous position,that he may be as wise in the
cabinet as he was brave in the camp. We
pray for the army, that it may continue to be
an ornament in peace, a buckler in war ; for
the navy,that, while our national mariners go
down 1n ships to the deep sea to protect our
commerce and extend civilization, they may
propagate, to the ends of the carth, the princi-
ples of Christianity and Eternal ‘Truth. We
pray for all public functionaries, that they
may discharge, with fidelity, their duties to-
wards our common couatry. Imprint, indeli-
bly,on their minds the awful truth that they
are to be arraigned, on the last day, before
the dread Tribunal, to answer for the trust
commitied to their care. We pray for the
Prelates of the Chureltin the United States,
that they may be ever animated by the spirit
of their venerable predecessors in the episco-
pacy; that in all theit legislation, while they
keep their eyes fixed upon the institutions of
the country and the exigencics of the age,
they may, with unremitting solicitude, guard
the ancient deposit enrusted to their keeping
from the Apostohic times. TInspire therr
breasts, oh Father of the Faithful, with pru-
dence, mcderation an® clemency, while Thou
nervest their arms with justice, zeal and pow-
er. We pray for all our brethren and fellow-
citizens, that they may be enlightened,guided,
blessed by ihy Holy Providence, amf, while
enjoying the unprecedented temporal bless-
ings which Thou hast bestowed upon them
here below, let them be mindiul of those im-
perishable rewards thon hast in store for thy
faithful dervants iu the Kingdom of Heaven.

We most fervently implore thy protection
upon the Vencrable Head of the Church, our
Holy Father, Pius IX—the esile, the confes-
sor, and almost the martyr. From his gentle
brows, pluck, we beseech thee, the crown of
thorns with which the lugratitude of his peo-
ple have pierced them, while the veneration

eternal hills. Grant that we may continue firm
e the doctrines of our ancestors, and imitae
tors of the virtues which have rendered them
immortal, and deserve to be united with them
in those bright and eternal habitations prepar-
ed for the elect. baforo the foundations of the
earth were laid. All which wa implore thraugh
the merits and death of our Lord Jesus Christ,
thy Son, who, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
livesh dnd reigneth, one God, world without
end. Amen.—Catholic Observer.

ST JOSEPH'S CHURCH.
Avpany, May —, 1849.

To the Editor of the Freeman's Journal and

Catholic Register ¢

Dear Stn—Hoping that someone better
qualified for the task than I, would, ere this,
have furmshed you with an account-of the
solemn and interesting cermony which {gok
place at St. Joseph's Church on the festival of
its patron Saint, [ have thus long remained si-
lent. Itis always gratifying to the Catholic to
witness the merease of the great Catholtc famt-
ly, to sce her cluldren muluplyiug in numbers
and growing strong in faith, to know that her
saving influence is every day extending itself
and graduelly though surely bringipg within
its ciicle those who before thought ofher
with contempt, spoke cf hér but ta deride.
These reflections forced themselves upon my
mind whilst witnessing the administration of
the Sacrament of Confirmation on the ooca-
sion referred to. The ceremony was per-
formed by our Ri. Rev. Bishop, who, beforo
annolnfing the candidates, addressed4o them
a few remarks,in whrck with a grace and
sweetness peculiarly his own, he explained to
them the nature and the effects of the sacra-
ment he was about to administer. By its re.
ception, said ho, you become soldiers ofilis
Cros', and are strengthened to endure the at.
tacks which the arch enemy of your salv .tioh
will make upon you. Over 200 were confirm«
ed, and if'the countenance he-an jndex of the
Itcart, theirs were surcharged with happiness,
for joy such as the world cannot give, beamed
from cvery eye,each face was radiant with
contentment. I might dwell on the beautifyl
appearance of the childreh arrayed in white,
encircling the altar, like a casket enclosing
some priceless jewel—might mention (for the
benefit of I will not say whom) the order, apit
attention and piety which they exhibited, bue
other things demand a passing notice, ¥o.I
must hasten on. )

The festival of St. Joseph has altvay been
a gala day with the zenlous pastor and cone
gregation of this church, hence the additional
ornaments with which the sanctuary is to-day
bedecked, hence the crowd which, coming
carly {would that we could alibays say the
same) fills to overflowing the spaciousichitrch,
the choir, too, has caught the spirit of the
day, and scems ready for something prand,
and in truth did notdisappoint us. High
Mass was celebrated by the pastor, Rev J. J.
Conroy, assisted by Rev. Messts. Kyle and
Murphy, and the panegysic of the Saint was
pronounced by the Kev. Father Larkip, of
your city. ’ '

The exercises of the day finished with Ves:
pers by tire Rev. Mr. Daly, 4t which the lit-
tle soldiers of the Cross, assisted with an at«
tention and devotion becoming their new cha-
racter.

Tt may not beont of place hete to mention
that the entire altar service, the magnificent
gold chalice, pitchers, cruets, &c. used by the

and homage of the civilized world have encir- | Bishop for the first time on St. Joseph’s day,

tled them with a glorious and i.extinguishable
halo. Infuse into his breist the courage of
his sainted predecessors ; nerve his arm, that

{ he msy bo’enabled to hold, with a firm grasp,

the hefm of Peret’s bark, amid the fury of the
raging stotm ; lead him back in safety to the
Tomb of ‘the Apostles, the Chair of the Vati-
can, the ‘T'hrone of the Roman Pontiffs—the
Capital of the Christian world. Under bis
paternal reign, may Romie be blessed again
with pro. perity and peace, and during his glo-
‘rious pontificate may hie be enabled, untramel-
led by impediments, and with perfect security
‘and freedom, to prelide over the Catholic
Church. o ' o
Finally, 6h God of the living and dead, we
beseech thee. in cepformity with the doctrjne
and usage of thy Holy Church, to temember
the sould of the faithful, who have gone 0
their final reposd; of the Catholic Pilgrims,
and their children, of whoimh the moital re-
mains of some may have mouldered beneath
the green Sward. of this memorable spot. And
grant that we, whio have come bither from ve-
‘mote parts—some of us back to our natal soil
—~may ba impressed with the convictioti that
weare but pilgrims.in-this valley 61 time, and

that our trie country. lies! far-aWay beyond the

cil.

we'e the generous and beawiful gift of St.
Joseph's congregation. Rentembering your
hint about brevity, and hoping that I have not
trespassed too much on your space, ‘o say na-
thing of your good natute, I remain your]g, gbc.

The Rt. Rev. Dr. Portier, Bishop of Mobile
left this porton Wednesday last in the Liver.
pool Steamer. He is on hus way direct to.the
Coutt of Rome, whither he 13 the bearer of
the decrees and proceedings of the Jate Coun-
The Bishop expecis to find the Pope
yet at'Gaeta, and it will be there he will seck

"him ;but he will nevertheless visit the city

of Rome for 2 day or two. Heis at thesame
time_aceredited us bearer of dispatghes from
the Government at Washington, which will
facilitate kis visit, - c
Bishiop Pertier will press the Ecclesiastical
mission Wwith Which he is'entrusied with-all
possible dispatch, and before many months
tho sentences of thie Holy Sce will havebaen
ascertained. He has very kindly promised.to.
‘favor us with his correspondence both fsom
Paris and from Rome, . ‘We shall :also bo:ap-
prised of his proceedings, and. of their xesult,
At thi very carliest momeat,—V, ¥ Freqman.



