THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, April 30.

The “boom’ in wheat growlng out of
speculative wmanipulation of tho war
excitement Is one of the principal fea-
tures of tho week. Manitoba has
very Jittle wheat 1o #¢l, however, the
crop bewng closely cieaned up for the
season, but a few  jortunate hoklers
wili make something. The mnillers,
who Lol the most of wae wheat, will
muky well, through the big advance
It flour, it the prices hold.  Whoat
seeding in Manitob, Is practically fin-
ished. A keavy gualeo of wind early in
the week caused somo fear of damago
t» the crop from .shifting the lovso
carth. but no  very sgrious reports
nuve come to hand. A few years ago
a galo sueh as that which prevaited
this week, under similar cireumstances,
woula lhaye done greas damage, as
farmers then sowed mutch grain bread-
cust or with the old styte drills.  Tho
new class of dritls now almost exclus-
ively used have greatly reducol the
possibihty of damago from high wads
witer sceding.  llardly any broadeast
cowwmyg fs new done in Manitoba. Rains
followmg the wind did much good to
ulys crop prospect.  Navigation is now
fully open, the first steamers having
worked into our Luake Superior ports
wr April 2.8 The war is affecting the
price of many  commodities  besides
whent, corn, oats, fluur, mutlstuffs,
cured monts, cte., being higher in the
1 npited States, and some of thes: com-
modities are sympat.actically affectod
2t the loent markeo. 1t is also believe
od that the war will retard the -evel-
opiment of our mining districts mater-
mlly, capitai aiways being conserva-
tive under sucii conditions as now pre-
vail.  Local busiuess prospeets con-
tiave very favorable, the previously
ceeouraging ontlook  being  further
npproved by the: prospect of wdditional
ratlway enterprises bring andertakon
this scason.  Iaouk clearings at Win-
nyvs continue o show a large in-
ereass (NCT previous yours.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
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DRY GOODS.

Sorting  trade 15 nel parteatatls
active yet. In the cootlung  wranch
there is very little sortinyg trade, bhut
a falr business in dry gomls. Orders
for the f{all trade, however, are com-
Ing in well and a large amount of
business has alresdy been booked.

FISi.

No fishing Is being Jone yot in the
Manitoba takes. It is now close senson
for all iake Nsh oxeept wiutehish and
trout. Fresh caught white are ex-
pocted In aext week, and fresh Lako
Superior trout will soon Le coming,
now that navigation is open. In tho
meautinme the demand is being  sup-
plicd with refrigerated fish.  Frosh
caught salmon s coming moro froely.
Bulk oysters and haddies are uow
about out af season,

THE COMMERCIAL

GREEN MRIUITS.

Rocent acrivals of Californin lemous
ave not en up to the mark in qual-
ity and solae camo in bad condition
this week, belng  soft.  Avout this
tlmo of year California lemons are not
good ghuipping quality. In alout six
weekd ot ot new Califoruia lemous wil
como o again. In the meantime the
srade will ilkely have to ook for Medi-
terranean frait, which, owing to the
war is somatchat uncertain, and prices
will Vkeiy e higher. In oranges the
goason for California navels is draw-
Ing to a closo and an advanco of 25¢
I8 1c0ked for at onco on naiavoels.  Secd-
iings are steady.  Bananas have been
coming aiong all right eo far, but the
feeling i3 firm on account of the war
and Central American troubles, Larga
atocks of old apples are held for the
time of year, of which the average
quality ig vory poor.  Nomo very goud
stock in russets, genotins, ¢te., can be
had yet. Strawberries are coming
jeregaiariy.  Pio plant has been drop-
ping fast and is now down to $1.75
per box. A few cherries have arriv-
ok but they: were not [it for re-ship-
ment, and  rold at a loss.  IP'rices
ares  Navel oranges, S3.75 o $1.00);
California scedling oranges, S3.00 to
$3.235; bananas, per bunch, $2.23 to
$250, as to size;  Califurnia iemons,
S1.75 to §4 per hoxi apples, $1 to
$1.50 per barrel for goud to choice; off
auality, $2 to $3.50 per barrel, as to

condition; bineapples, S5 per
dozen; pie plant. $1.75 per bhox;

strawberries. $6 per case of 214 gquarts;
coconnuta. §1 per dozen; Sicily filkerts,
large 11e to 12c¢ poer by Grenoble wal-
muts, Lie: figs, clemes, 10 ib hoxes,
$1.25 to $1.40, as to quality; 50 Wb
Loxes, 17c per b, dates, 61-2 10 7e
per i Tarragona almonds, 121-2 to
13e. peanuts, groen, 20 peanuts, roast-
o, 12¢: peenns, 14 to 15c¢t strained
honey, 71-2 to 10¢ per 1 maple sugar
11 o 12¢: syrup per dozen 1-2 ral-
Jon tins, $7; apple cider, 35c per gallion
i barrels and half burrels.

GROCERIES.

There are aavities in a nuboer of
commoiities, owing  lLugely w the
war.  Sugars are ap sharply.  Two
advaneces have besn roported at the
refiner since last Saturday  morn-
g, sund it is expected that our tel-
craphic reports to-day from Mo~
treal and Toronto, which will come to
Baned o digtle Later and will appear on
anathier page of this isue, will showe
anothier  advance. Winnlpeg  prives
have been sudvan-s i 1-8+ and another
-8 peaniee  §s expreted o tako
pace rery soon, possibly by Monday.
Nigratrs have advanee I sharply at dew
York aund in Europe. Coffer s very
firm at the recent aivaure. Oatmeal
is 'y hivher. Beans have advape-
o1 10e per hushels. Japan ree s 1 Se
hgher  and rery OUrm Cananed and
cured meats have advanced sharply
in the United States and hicher prives
are looked for here. Starch is higher
also in the Unitel States and it is
expeeted  Ciiadian  manufacturers
will advance prices. as corn is costinee
higher. Taploca is looking up in price.

HARDWARL, PAINTS.

A sharp advancee s reportaed on rape,
which s affeetel by thie war, which
wlt ehieck the exportation  of flbre
from the Philippine Istands, which are
Spanish possessions.  Prices here have
advaniced 1-2¢ on Manilla and  spa)
both. The advance ma) not  affeet
bimder twine at ohee, as the supplios
of raw material for this season’s out-
put are practically all in, and indeed,
Whie twine Is nearly  all sold  now.
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White leadd will likely b advanced
here on Montay 25 conts per 100 1w,
over gquotations given on another
pagee.

LUMBER.

Businiess Is good and prices wre firw.
‘Tho interesting feature of the trade
locally is the squabble over the city
oontract for the current year. ‘The
tender Was Niest wwardod to Bick, Ban-
ning & Ceo., but wias later cancell) on
the ground that tho advertisement
had not allowed timoe enongh for re-
celving tenders.  Now a call is being
made for iresht tonders. The action
of the coudiell §s vory annoying to the
firm whictt was lirst awarded the con-
trace.

WOOD FUEL.

Prices are casy ad the supply ix
liberal, The tendor of J. G. flargrioe
to deliver 200 cords of tamarace for tho
ey, at the city quarry, ay S0t per
eard, has been aceeptad. This price in-
cludes hauling the wooil a constderable
distancee.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHENT—This has been a week of
great excitement in the wheat mar-
Rets. The Lommerciat did not think
wheat would be advanced very much
above 18t week's prices on acceount of
the war, as prices were already high
and the wheat trade was uot in
danger of «any groat interruption from
the Wwar. A “txom” nevertheless sct
i this woek ln wheat, though it can
hardly ln cobsidered to be o legiti-
muie onve. it is probable that the gen-
orai eaciiGment cassd by the war has
shnply Lovsn made wse of o manipulate
the market.  Prices advanced 6 to 7e
in 'nited States on Monday, and made
a furdsier 1 to Zc gain on Tucsday,
dropia-d atout le on Woednesday, held
their oW ol Thursday, and droppad
¢ yesterday  (Fridayl.. The  local
situation was excited and prices cor-
respondligiy higher with the advance
eisewhere.  ‘Though there was much
talk of big prices, tho actual amount
ol business dotie was small, one very
goxl reuson Lelngz that there is not
the stufl avatiable with which to do
much dbusiness even if there had beon
buyers.  Buteven with the very hmit-
cd supply of Manitaba wheats, there
wore dechiedly more scellers than buy-
¢S 1L the outside prices. No. 1 hard,
afioat Fort William, sold at from
£1.17 ¢ $1.20 on Monday, showing an
advatie O 4 to Te over Saturday last.
On Ravurgay last the marked closed
at S1.13, though later tn the after-
novn 81,14 was offered. On Tuesday
there Rere antlos at 81,038 to $1.23 1-2,
one of two good sized lots heing put
thirough at these {lgures. and in the
morntng $S1.21 to $1.25 was touched
Tlo- murhet Leld atout S1.20 on Wed-
nesday and Thursday, but droppxd to
£1.18 on Friday. Yeosterday after-
noon the feeltng was deaidedly weakor,
ancd wwhlic X118 was quoted for No
1 bard, fort William, for shipmont
from conntry points, the principal buy-
cors wonld not offer over £1.16. As the
farners aive now getting through with
secdieg, they will uo doubt  guickly
wmarkot what littlo surplus  wheat
the) liold, if tho prices hold up iong
caouglh. Tho outlcok cannot to re-
wardcd, however, as  very  stavle.
Whoat veecipts at Fort Willilam inst
woeek were 106.000; shipments, 335,000;
i sieie, 939,000,

PLOUR—Tho big tulge In wheat win
e aogreat thing for the millerd if 1t
Lolds out long, as they are thn prin-
cipal owners of the svhicat left in tho



