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DEEPENIRG THE OANALS
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not likely take & hand in the work without
such concesslons as  would  practically
amount to ownership of tho oanals, and
Conada could not permit of any foreiga control
of her public works, Tho improbability of an
intornational arrangement for tho onlargoment
of tho St. Lawrence canals may be surmised
from tho present situation at Sault Ste Marie,
The United States owns a fine canal at that
point, and tho requirements of commere do not
oall for another canal, but novertheless Canada
is investing millions in a parallel canal at tho
Sault, so as to be independent of her neighbor,
somothing which past experionce has taught
us is quito a neccasity. If the two countrics
capnot get along without parallel canals at the
Sault, there is littlo prospect of aa interoat.
iona) agreoment to cover the sntire St. Law.
ronco aystemn.  However, it will do no harm
to disouss tho matter, in an international con-
vcotion, as proposed by the Toronto people.

INVESIGATING FIRES

The Commercial has more than once pointed
out the nced of machinery for the speedy and
thorough investigation into the cause of fires.
The comrmission appointed to investigate into
the recent firo in the premises of tho Bishop
Furniture company, Winnipeg, toported to the
fire committec of the city council on Tues.
day last. The report opened as follows:—

*“The law is too impcrfect to admit of a
searching investigation. No provision is made
for summoning witnestes, or compelling an-
swers.  The act does not provide neceasary
machinery for systematio prosecution, nor does
it indicate what action #hall be taken by the
firo, water and light committeo on receipt of
report of fire commission. We would there-
fore recommend that the comiaittee on legis.
lation of the city council apply to tho legis-
- lature for such additions to the law as will
cover objectious herein named.”

It doen really scem strange that such a situ-
ation should axist as is described by the com-
mission in the paragraph above., It only
sorves to show the great laxity in the matter
of invcstigating fires, and just so long as
this apathy continues, mysterious fires will be
of freyuent occurrence. In many cases there
is no other way of disposing of a stock of
goods more profitably than to ¢sell out”

to the insuranco companies. The temp-
tation to rascality of this  nature
is really very great. Besides, insurance

companies are beginning to be looked upon by
peopls of clastic comaciences, much the same
as scheming puiiticians regard the government.
It is all right, many people seem to think, to
make money illegitimately ont of the govern-
ment—that is, defraud the nation. So also the
trader of dishonest tendency thinks io regard
to the insurance companies.

Most busiuess men know what a *‘pic-nic,” to
use a slang phrase, it is to have a fire sale on
bhand. People can hardly be kept away by
force from crowding to a fire saale. We bave
an instance of this in Winunipeg at present.
The rush at a fire sule now going on in the
city is 20 great that at times eager purchasers
have been unablo to get into the
building. Not only tho store itself, but

tho street in the vicinity, was blocked
with partics eagoar to buy the damaged
goods. People will trowd to & fire sale
and pay almost full valuo for damaged goods.
In fact it has been shown that pooplo will buy
readily and pay more for goods suppored to
have been damaged by fire, than they would
pay for tho same articlo before the supposed
damago occurred.

Thero is a great opportunity for fraud
in  obtalning oxcessive amounts from
the insuranco companios, {v case of
damage to stocks by fire, cspocially in
view of tno laxity of mavy insuranco men io
taking risks. Bat oven when only a fair
amount is reooived from the insurance uwpon a
damaged stock, a big profit can be made in
selling off tho damaged goods. Whin times
are hard, trade slow and cash scarce, thero {s
nothing liko a fire sale vo rake in tho shokels.

This shows the groat temptation to break
tho monotony of dull times in tho way
indicated, and thoro are mon fa business quite
dishonest enough to tako this plan of improving
their ciroumstances, especially when tho foar
of detection is so slight, as ths rule has been
to pass over sach ocourrences without any
inveatigation whatever, The Commeroial has
frequently urged that overy fico sbould be
rigldly luveatigated and a verdict given as to
the cause, or probable cause. If this wero
done, there would bo many fower fires, It is
therefore to be hoped that the machinery asked
for, in the report of tho Bishop fire commis.
sion, will bo supplied as early as poasible,

In tho case of the Bishop fire referred to
above, the commission state that thero is no
ovidence to show that the fire was cansed by
spontaneous combustion. The theory that it
was caused by the olectric wires is also not
considered probablo from the evidence. 'Che in-
surance was $3,000, while the appraised valuo
of the stock before the flie was only
$6,213. Another circumstanco which is regard-
ed as peculiar by the commission is the
statemont that the basement door was found
open by tho firemen on their arrival at the
burning building. The commission wound up
their roport as follows :—

“ We are not able from the evidenco to in*
form your committee of the cauze of this fire,
but the facts brought out in the evidenco re-
specting the basement door, excessive insurance,
and other circumstauces conuected with the
business of the company, are worthy of more
searchiog investigation than we are able, under
the atatute governing us, to give.”

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tie range of wheac at Chicago during May
was 16 cents per bushel lower thun duriog any
recent year.  The range in May this year was
from 52§ to 603c per bushel. Last year it was
from G8% to 76}o; in May, 18952, it was from
80 to 8530 per bushel ; in May, 1891, the range
was from 083c to $1.08; in May, 1890, from
8980 to 3100, and in May, 1889 from 77} to
95} conts per bushel. Theso prices are for cash
No. 2 spring, in each year.

Ir is gratifying to note that the Canadien
banks have had a prosperous year, The Bank
of Montreal, the great financial institution of
the continent, at the recent annual meoting

showod ecarnings for the year onded April
30 of $1,313,280, This is sufficient to pay 10
per cent, In dividonds and add a sum fo rest
account. Considoring the depression in other
countries, the showing is a remaikablo ono,
and will incroase the confidonco in our finsn-
cial jostitutions,

Tue fedoral government of this conntry will
be amply justified in granting substauntis! aid to
the people of British Columbia, who have suffor-
ed such a tromendouscalamityin theinundatino
of tho Fraser river valley. Nevor before has
Canada suffered 8o soverely from tho olements.
The oxtent of tho calamity is porfectly appall-
fng. Itis boyond conception, It isa national
calamity, and tho nation must como to the
restue. Tho people of the whole dominion
will uphold tho government in coming quiokly
and liberally to tho rescue. The government
is called pateroal, and this should nothoa
sinccure, Lot tho people of the oast show the
peoplo of the. far wast that wo aro a united
poople, reacy to defond and sustain oach other
ia timo ol dangor or calamity by rendering
succor to those in distross. Here is an oppor-
tunity to show patriotism aud love of country,
quito os great as could bo showa by taking up
arms in defence of oar homes.  What is to by
done should bo done quickly.

Uiy Ownership of Gas, Water-Works,
Ete.

At the prescat time, when tho subject of
improved water-works is agitating the people
of Winnipeg, it may be interesting to know
how thoy do thiogs in the other cities. Kuh
low’s journal, of Berlin, furnishoea the testimuoy
that ““of the 44 largsst towns in (ermany 2¢
own their own gas works. The largest of these,
measured by the amount of gas produced, are
the three for the city of Berlin. In Lsipsic the
gas works return an aanual sum of over
1,000,000 marks ($250,000), while in Breslea
the net profit is 416,385 marks ($100,000).
Berlin is especially remarkable for the extent
ot its municipal industries and the financial
result it achieves. As early as 1847 the city
began to establish its own gas works, and fora
time uced all the surplus proceeds for their ex
tension. In 1868, when the municipal funds
showed o deficit of about 3,000,000 maiks, the
surplus iucome of the gas works wis paid into
the treasury. The practice has since been con
tinued, and the sum thus paid over rose from
863,235 marks in 1868 to0 2,382,694 in 1874 and
5,320,540in 1881 82. In 1873 the muuictpality
took the water works formerly belonging to an
English company. Since that time 1t has
greatly improved the supply, and has iatro
duced groater cconomy by the system of pay
ment, according to the amount used, rather than
in proportion to the rental of the property.
In 1891 92 the water works showed a surplas
of 1,895,056 marks available for general mume-
ipal purposes. A liko advantageous resul. of
municipal management appears tn tho finaacis!
1oturns of the various markets. Qa the oth-r
hand, the drainage works required a subsidy
from the municipal revenue of 2,712,969 marks.
Berlin has also eatablished a public disinfectant
house aad public baths, but has refused to ¢s
tablish shelters for travelers or a municipal
labor registry on the ground that this would be
to trench on the ground already occupied by -
Privuto agsociations. Tramways and electric

ighting are carried on by private companies
under o concession from the municipality, but
this concession lapses at the end of a given
period, and the city reserves to itself the right
?lf assuming control whenever it shall see fitto -
o g0,”



