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Il Sn you %%.itit silo te givt% you that story aibouît why father gave tip biq
lictipa i tito ,-ouit of EegIard sa seen after lie got it,"l said Ired Ilauilton,
as lie Rat iii the îulidat C.f an cgpriy attentive circie. Il Weil, M'I tell you ail
about it, if yen liko ; ouly, doîz't, blie ine if yeon have bad draiîme &flor il,
fur iî'zi not nt ail th urt oL f stozy 1tel tijiiet befisre going to bod. 1 airs
premhef yon th %t I didn't 8leop soursdly ail night for more tiasu a monîli
afier the thîng IlinppIcliid ; nu more ivouili you, if you liad seen what 1 iaw.
Ilowove-r, if yulu icili hxive the atcry. hîere gocai;

IlVion we firnit cite over froni Aniorica, %vo lived al a liotel in London
for a bit, %visit fàî1îcr was Ieoking out for a hiotnu down in Koit ; for that
nvas wlîere s:ioth-ýr wa.nted tu go, becauiqe shte w.is bz)ri thotu herseif. Il
%v.tsn't lut,- i,,furt wo futied tLe very thiug ivo C.ne- roit, hugos, oid.

f.î&.iuu.lhou~, iglt in Ille :nidlo cf a loi- gardon, and os quiet ais ever it
could be, for th-re was nu ailier lieuse r.er it, and the netrest ritilway %vas
thîreii or four tuiles off.

iWu not it choap, tee, for it hadn't beau let for aoir s0 long, and the
0e.%*er Wüs very glad te Cet a tenant for iL at Iast. Curiously, it nover oc-
curscil su ny cf lis to ask irhy tbuy hall net been able te let it ; but we re-
uîcieercd it ititerwardl, and wvith good raison, as yen ali hoar.

Il Whou wvo went dcwn snii thero, wve thougbt it rather dismil just et
first; and ite iedeed il, was, tho trocs grew se high and thick ail round it,
and it ball sîîcb a lot of dlark passages and secret staira, and griu olid oak-
panelcd chambort; ii wliich uebody tseemed ta have iept for years.

IlBut after a while we got u:td ta ail that, and Iiked it very weil ; v i
father-wbo had plenty of friends in London-ubed ta have so tmany
people down bo stay with hiss that the haeuse, big as iL watt, could scarceiy
hold tbom ail. So faxîher thought Isola huild somoe more rooms at the back,
aud sent for an architeet, fraie Txadon to heip him.

IlDown coincs the arebitect, goes ail aoier tho house, examines it, measures
it, and thlin camnes ta father wiîiî a queer sort of amile, and says :

eIIi, sir, you must be very liospitable to thitek nf building muore
rooms te ycur house, wlhen you'vo geL oua e i i alrcady that bas never borsn
used at eil."

Il'1What on cirth do you mean Il a-ays father, stAring ait him. ' Evcry
rooms ini ny house is in use iiow.'

I-1 b-g your pardon,' 8ays the architect ; 1 love meaqured this bouse very
carefuily, and l'il pledge vou my professsionai rcput;tioe thit there is a
certain ameutit of space sîfiIl unaccounted fer, aed that thora muust bb i lI
sornewhere a rcom which yetuI huva never yot seau.'

IlNow, iliis man was oflo of tias best architects in Englind, and whecn
father heeard him t.ik 'jkû that, iL set him thîrîkieg.

'l1Do vou really mean tlisai?' @ays lie.
It d o,' says tue atchitect ; 'saud whist la more, I believo 1 coula point

yoîs out the ex %et spot where the Iii(den ruon i-% ta bo found ; and if my
gucess is right, wo shali find a rooni whsfcl lias not bae opeeed or sien trith-
ie the memory of livinsg min-possibiy net for twe or three hundred yoiri.'

,- eil, ihai woeo ;p fàther jn caret, as you miy thiek ; and ail the
people who were siaying je tue bouse wero every bit ais exeited as Mssaif.

PBy ibis lime -,v biys hid found out what was going an, and bad came down
fromn up stairs ta £co whit tboy werJ goîg1 do about il ; ao when the
architect went back ie tho bouse (forhe'idghid bis talk with father out jn
the gardent) ho bcd a regulat Fourth of July procession at his heche.

IlUp hoe ivenî te the lîead of the grest stairc2se, tiîrned off along a nsr-
row passage ta tho right, and stopped haif way down iL, with us ail watchiîig
bini as if wtx were iookieg on at a conjuring trick

49 4 Nw,' ays ho, tapping- the il wiih lut- knuckica. 1 pick a baie jn
that Wall just there. nnd if you don't fied the hid<len rooma behied il, linm

ivjlling ta pay ail the expeeses cf thse search.'
Il'1Send up a couple of mon ivith pick-axes and craw-bars,' 8aye faîlier.

This âffâir's gctting iîîteresting, aed we'1l sec it tbrough.'
"lUp cae tho ne, and te work tbey %vent, miking tbe piaster iiy iu

f'ine style ; and it wassi't long befare they'd boston.à Io le the '%Vîii large
or.oxgh for a min te cr*:ep tbrough.'

1-inside, aIl was dark t3 pitch, and tbcre cime out a datnp, chill, buriedl
kind cf smeih, as hall as any church-.ault. WVe ail iaoked ai eacb other,
but nabody seemed inclincd te go in.

Il'«Ligbt me a laxnp' eoonebodly! crieid tbe aicbitect. 1 It was 1 'erli
diEcovered tbis place, se it'a oniy fair thst I sbould be tbe first te enter itL'

"In ho went, and we ail beli ur breat se wo leaked after biex.
"Eunt lio cd écasciy got inside when wre beard hlm give a kind of gasp,

and next moment ho came scr:imbieg and tumblieg eut &gain, alinost let-
ting fili the lamp ie bis burry. Rie was a big, strong min, but we coula
sec him tiemble like a leaf, aed bis face was pale as death.

Il 1There's sometbieg wreeg bere il cries fatber, ieatching th. lamp frrnm
bis hand ; and ienlie went ln bis tuin, the test et us crowdiug ite after hlms

wilboit, knowing why. And thba wc dïi tee a llight, and ne existako!
41It wes a tocsof et lb.d Euglish style, just like one of thoe places in

Waltor Scott-ail oik and taptstry. witb a zoffendid ire-place of citved
stone, bigher tiss a as besa. But the oak mots ail dcayed and worms-
eaten, and the rich hanginge wero faded aed midewed, sed the ire-place
fuil of white ashics. Ors the table woe fine Caid diahea and gold gobllets, as
if a glaa foast bcd bccn set out litere; but bath they and t1ic t'zblo, and
iho higb.backed chatits round il, were thick with dust, as if eebady bad
Luuched theex for centuries.

IBut flic sigiat avas le the fatiier corner, wbere there stood a lcina of
couch, and a ekeiotot lying ui>oe IL, with ils biands ciaaped avez where ils
face lîcsd bre'n ; and an the floar bouide the caech Iay anotber skoleton,
doubled up ie a growsome kind ef way, as if it had died le awful agaey.


