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{ror THE criTic.] ,
THE BOARDING HOUSE KITTEN.
(PRROM AN OLD sTORY.)

Mistreas Prudenco Careful was a woman of renown,

Sho kolnh tho ematteat boarding-house in all the upper town ;
Her tablo wan perfection, with luxury o'erlaid,

But ol ! what inado her Imnouu, was tho dainty broad sho made.

Mistroes Prudenco Carcful had of boandors full o score,

Ani overy comfort hieatt could wish, was found within her door.
Hut what thelr twenty souls loved wore than pipe or downy bed,
\Wan the Iarge hot loaf for breakfast of Mistrcas Prue's own bread,

Now this is the story told me, of low it all fell out,

That vne flne dn{' thoso twenty men were put to utter rout,

And fled pell.-moll adown the steps, capelzing panserehy,

Nor Fave-thelr long tino cozy hutne, ono faint regretful sigls .

But in their hasto they wildly dashud along tho etirring stroct,
Rlinded with horror at the THING that caused this iad retreat,

The Tiixe at morning breakéast which petritiod their gaze,

And sent them forth with hiatless hoads, and minds in hopoloas daze,

The night before an usual Mistroas Prudence made her bread,
Aud set hee Iarge light loaf ta rise bofore she went to bed,
She set it in the kitchen warmth, {u ita accustomed place,
And then retired with calm content deplcted on hier face,

But as she alept screnly, unconscious of all harm

Her small pet kitten prowled about, secking a bed place warwm,
Leaping upon tho freah-mnde dough, she fuund hier heart's ddesire,
Soft and warm and yielding, and near the smouldering fire—

She felt tho bed a paradise, and overtired with play,

Heaving a sigh of utter Lliss, she passed in sleep away.

Slowly the dough engulfed her, closing her form from sight ;

By mormn to all aj.pearance tho bread was rery light 1

Or sv thought Mistreas Prudenco as sho put it in to bake

And so thought sprightly Bridget as she lifted out the cake.

And o thought all the hoarders as tho knifo plunged hravely thro' ;

But their thoughts wero froze with horror at tho sight that met their view.
\Vith one wild yell from twenty throata they rose en nasse and fled,
Buel‘f lenvinﬁ {istreas Prue to face that loaf of bread,

And disinter kit's baked remains from out their flow’ry bed !

4 Prust Durr.
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OFFICIAL REPORT AS TO THE CROPS, LIVE ETOCK, Erc., IN
ALL PARTS OF THE PROVINCE.

PREPARED BY PROF. G. LAWSON, S3ECRETARY FOR AGRICULTURE.

The soason of 1886, like ils predeccssor, has beon a vory favorable one
for the spring operations of ploughing, sowing snd planting. Ploughing
commenced early in April,—in dry soils in favorablo situations ns carly ns
the first of tho month. Wheat was sown in some places before tho middle
of April, and potato planting for early crop commenced about the 20th.
The season is spoken of by all corrcapondents as exceptionally favorablo for
sowing and planting, the weather being dry in April and May, earlier in
some districts than others, and again in the first part of June, Sesding and
planting were finished about the middle of June, oxcopt in caso of turnip
and other crops that require a summer seed bed. One result of the favor
able season is noticed in an Antigonish roturn that a 'arger area has been
sown to wheat and cats than usual, On the Cumberland shore, as well asin
the interior of that County, the June rains prolonged planting longer than
usual. In fact, many corrcspondents speak of the early spring as being par-
ticularly dry and warm, whilst later on wet and cool woather retarded
oporations whorever the soil was heavy or naturally wet.. The early part of
May is spocially noted, tho rains then resulting in a heavy freshet, which, in
gomo cascs, washed soed out of the fields, and was followed by cold, chilly
weather. However, the old farmers in Musquodoboit say thoy never zaw a
finor seed timo. In ono part of Pictou County, the * deluge of the first
week in May” stopped all operations, and tho sowing and planting pre-
viously begun under favorable conditions woro coneiderably retarded.

Ploughing commenced in the month of April in overy County,—Quoen's
County leading off on the 1st of April, Digby following on the tenth, Rich-
mond, C. B., on the 15th, the other Counties from the middle to the end of
the menth. Roturns from particular districts in several of tho Counties give
tho da.e of first ploughing as late as 1st May, ono in Annapolis 6th May,
anad an exceptionally Iate ono in Pictou County indicates that not much was
done on account of interruption from rains till the 19th. Scoding opera-
tions and potato planting were boing carried on with vigor all over, the
Province during the month of April and early in May. These facts, furnished
by many of tho most oxperionced and intolligent cultivators of the soil, givo
a decided and most satisfactory answor to the question so ofton put,—* What
kind of season is thero for spring work and sceding in Nova Scotia 1" It is
to be kept in view that tho sceding sc2son was unusually fine this year, but
not more s0 than that of tho preceding yoar 1885, whon it was roported
frow Annapolis that ** the spring was all that could bo desired for gotting in
crops, and then followed seasonable rains and warm sunshine ;” and from
Guysboro’ that there had “not been so productive a crop of potatoes_for
twenty years.” Every country has its occasional bad seasons ; wo scom to bo
opjoying a Tun of good ones.

‘Whilst the weather was thus favorable for carly work, it was also well
suited, in most purts of the country, for advancing the several crops. Tho
drought experionced over a largo area of the Province during the latter part
of June and enrly July had the effect of stunting the growth of roots nnd
grains, but tho rains late in July and through August began in time, and
were sufficient to revive and strengthen theso crops.  Tho hay ficlds suffered
fiom tho ssmo cause, and, whilst Yarmouth County enjoyed continuous
growing weather all summer, and had a very full crop ot hay, yet most of
the other Countics suilered woro or less from tho drought. “Tho abundant
rains of Angust are swelling the root-crops, and have started vegetables into

& most vigorous growth. ‘

ROOT CROPS,

Undor this head aro includod Turnips, Mangel Wurzol, Parsnips, 4,
rots, and othor Roots of less importsnco,—the roturns for Potatoes beip
kopt separato, Tho sceds of root crops boing emnll, roquiro a carefully pw
pared soed bod, and favorable conditions for the carly stage of growi
The drought of Juno and first half of July in many places proventod a fy
gormination whoro tho land was hard or poor, and rosulted in & stunted 4
waoll as irregular orop. In some cases sccond eowings had to bo madl.,
thinnings planted to fill up blanks; butin the Counties of Yarmouth, She,
burane, Victorin and Inveruess, tho woathor scoms to have beon oxceptionally
favorable for Root Crops,

TOTATOEY,

Tho Potato Crop whon onco {uirly started can withstand dry woather,
fact a hot dry season favors this crop, whereas oithor wot or cold is 1tmmie,
to it. ‘Tho summar go far has been vory favorable. Tho peculiarity of
senson in regard to the Potato is that much of tho seod plantod did not gy
at all, lu a fow isolated localities some damage was dono by night fiy.
and in othors tho Coloradoce mado attacks upon tho orop, but apparontly ny
of a formable character, uxcopt in Cumberland and Guysboro', It is ovidep
that caro in picking or poisoning will provent any sorious loss.

Tho romakable mannor in which Potatoos failed to come up this xpncy
should arrest the attontion of our agriculturists, The causo of a failum,
boing onco undorstozd, may be avoided in future yoars. In some cases ths
crop camo av;ay all right ; in others a quarter or a half failed ; and in gomy
tho fuilure was so completo that fields had to be ro-scedod entircly. Som
indicato “hat it was tho carly plantings that failed ; some, the late plantiy
in the timo of drought ; others thatt{mth failed alike, and that thero wasp
difleronco obsorvablo in the extent of failure on light as compared wuy
heavy soils. Thero is one probable cause, not roforred 10 in any of 1.
reports, that may havo operated in yiolding theso apparently inoxplicable
rosults. \Wo know that a cortaiu degroo of warmth, togothor with mossture,
is'nccessary to start and promoto the growth of the shoot from the eyo f
the potato. Now, if potatoes unstarted are takon out of a cold cellar i
planted, or rathor buried, in the cold bed of a newly ploughed field in spr;.
time, thoy will not find themselves in circumstances favorable for the cary
stago of growth; a result that may bo expected is that the seed potato wil
dio and decay, only, the stronger ones, and thoso so near tho surface as ty
catch the sun's warmth, germinating. This is what will occur in a mois
soil. In very dry, sunny wodthor tho scod msy get sunburnt beforo it stars
into growth. Both results may be eflectually guardod against by keeping the
sced potatoss in a warm place for & weok or so beforo planting, so as to gin
them a chance to start. Aftor thoy have onco sprouted, they can resist ¢
good doal of cither cold or drought. Gardners understand ali this very weli;
thoy never think of planting thoir very ocarly crops of potatoos withon
sprouting, just as thoy start their Dahlias and Gladiolus bulbs in heat befo
putting out,—not merely to forward their growth, but to provent the:
perishing.

. GRAIN, .

Grain is not the most important crop in Nova Scotin. Owing to ths
abundant production of Wheat in tho West, and the consequont low priv
wkich it brings in market, attention is given to more profitable crop
Many farmers, howover, continue to raise Spring Wheat, although oot «
gonerally, nor to as large oxtent, as in former times. Barley, also, appearsts
bo less grown than formerly. In ®ome parts of tha country Buckwheat u
raiged in considorable quantities. The most important grain crop is the Ou,
which is moro generally grown, and in larger quantity than all others. O
aro raisod either on fall-ploughod sod, or on land that has had roots tho pre-
vigus season. In Yarmouth County thore is promiso of an abundant yiell
of grain ; buf tho drought of June and the carly part of July, which pie
vailod over a large portion of the rest of the Province, had tho offect of
stunting the early growth of oats, spring wheat, barley aud buckwheat: the
July rains woro not too late, however. to revivo thom, and a really good. of
over avorage, gran yiold is oxpected, with rathor short straw, in Colchester.
Antigonish, Hants, Guysborough, Pictou, Shelburne, Lunenburg, Queen's
Victoria, Capo Breton, Richmond, and, oapecially, Inverness. Cumberls).
and King's Counties will yield a little ovor average, tho latest return froa
the latter (18th August) showing improvement. Halifax shows rather unde
aversge. Tho groat deliciency is to bo in Aunapolis, where the ocarly sun-
mer drought appears to have been most severely folt, and whore, out of min
rotarns, four givo percontages of from 20 to 35 por cont. below aversge
and nono above. Digby is also under averago in graih.

THE HAY CROP.

Tho returns loave no doubt of thero being a substantial deficioncy inth
quantity of bay mado in the Province this year. Lunenburg roporls 22
averago. Tho only County that reports a decided incrdase is Yarmouth,
whero the early drought did not prevail, aud where 20 per cent over aversy
of hay of an oxtra quality has been secured. Capo Breton reports an over
average, and Shelburne also has a very good crop. Quoen’s and Richmond,
apparently, rather bolow average. Halifax rather undor average, aithoug
tho Musquodoboit section and Hamwond's Plains report a full avenge
The great hay-producing Countios all give low reports, viz: King's, from
10 25 por cont undor average; Pictou, 25: Hants, 20; Cumberland, $;
Colchestor 23 ; Guysborough, 11; Digby, 40 ; Annapolis, 14 ; Invernesid
to 26; Victoria, probably 6; Antigonish, probably 8. The average fu
the wholo Yrovince, calculated from all the returns, allowing of percentsgt
valuation, is close upon 20 per cont deficioncy. Taking 100 to ropresents
average crop, tho crop of this season may bo ropresented at 80. Calculitz
on tho basis of last consus, which showod tho hay crop to amount to nestly

600,000 tons, we find that thero is this yéar a loss of hay to tho oxtent o




