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TIIE ]IIST IY 0FTE C1IUI(JllSTiMAS FESTIVAL.

CHIIISTIANS are aciastoaaied to liail the advent of the Charistmnas
festival witla peciliar gladaaess ; for if is ai coanaaaornoralioa of theo vent

winach, more fian ail otiacrs, brougit joy to tlq whoic wori,-tao
anniversary of tlao day whlareon was iîaaugaarated tLLw greaf worlc of
ian'as redleauption. Tho birfia of Christ marks the commencement of
flic Christiain cris. Clariszaaaaas cognes first and forornost in tlac
eeclesaaîstacal cycle : if tislicra ant aIl tlao othor festivals of tho year ; if
is preccded by a poriod of 8pecial preparaica, aaîd ig colcbrated vith
soleann rcjoiciaags. St. Chrysostoani styles Christmnas tho auaotlaer of
ail festivals, sauce frona if tilt othors takio their erigial ; for laaad aaot, lac
adds, Christ beicei hemn accoriag to flac flesi, He )aid not been baptized,
xwhîcli 18 the .Epiphiay ; neitlier haad Ilc licols crtcificd, wvhiicl is ciar
Paselîi festaval ; aaetf ler liait Ile sent down tho IIoly Spirit, î"iche is
Our Peaafecost.

If aaaay, flacrefore, appoar strang"o tlaat se important a feast should
for flarec centuries and a hialf lhave field no plaice anong flue festivals of
the Claurcli. let sucla as fli ndiapaîtablo faet :daîriiaag fla early ages
of Chirasfiîuuty the Veast of Christamas wvas oaatirely iiali'iowii. -No day
was set apart for its soleanu ce.ebratioia ; lio liturgy wvas iu e\isteaa(e
for the special coananeaaorafaon of ftic Savacaar's birta ; aio publie
cercanonies siiunaoaaeul flac faufaful te liaieci in spirit before tlao Crib of
Bl3claelacaa. Titac oaiy official notice of thae feast was a commaaentera-
tion of tao 'Natai'aty oaa tlae Gtla of January, as ant adjuncf toflan tiarce
otlor mysteries solcannizcd ont thiaf day.

Tite Baptisan of Chlrist %vaas tic îaxystery origiaially kept ont tlac 6t
of Jannuary, he commcemeaant of Ris public îiiaîiistrv, aaîd aiinonco.
nient to bc flae Son of God, 'vas hceld f0 ho ant ovenit o! far greafer
inaagnitude tlai is coilaig into flac Weorfl. It wvss supposed, mnore-
over, to possess a maore cosilnopolataaî significationî, as bcbng aot Coli-
fincd te tlae Jewasla natioan, but a proclsamationa to flac wvolo wvorlîl of
a R1edeonier. Fonce flae Epipliany, or ?Manifestationa, was eoasidercd
te bc of so inacla greater imnportaance fitanu flac irfla of Christ flaat to
flac latter lio special day was assigned. Tit Epiplaay is spoliea ef by
tige I'attars ais tlhc Iay of l3iiptsra-1-riicipinzi et cailla Iilijius festi
baptisnauis Chrieti est ; and if was one of flac thrcc dlais on vwlicli baptisai
wvas auiiaaaaisfered f0 cafecaaancaas. 'T' fIais public aippearance of
Chirist ait lis baptias as flac Sois of God wss aaitcd flac coannieimora-
tion of lias first publie anaracle, flac conversion of wafcr into wviuo at
flac narriaige bsaquiet o! Csana. ite appearsance of flac Sfar saîc
Adloeisaoaa cf tiac wag e ase addcd, sud a coaninîsorafioa o! tlae
Nafivity made.

Titus the Epiplauy liecamos a collective festival, dcaîofing a folurfoli
manifestation :(1 itae appearaaîcc of God nani!cst iii the Ilesl at tlao
Naîtivity; (2) Tie iappc.ar.aace of tlac Star tlaat gaaided the blagi to

Boefllcn Miaen Ci-aist was anallirestedl te flac Genftiles ; (8) rite
glorions anaifestaiona cf flis Diviify aaad q!fli hlirce Perscaas of
flac Hoiy Triîîity lif llus bapstisan ; (4) Tite mnifestat ion o! Rlis super.
niafaral power ait the anarriage o! Canaa. In coaîseqacice of fiais mni-
festafaoa aiu four dall7ureat %vays andl on four différent occsionsw, the
festival wvas callcdl iii flic West i,'s ei1naoa or apj'ariieniell.
Only flarou-tgla flcindliace of tlac Laaia Clatarcla wvas flac coaaîancnaora-
tiean of Clarisf's birfla aatrodacccl ia flae East, wvlae flac Epipliany was
kcpt as a f riplex festival: (1< Epipaia, thae appc'arane of flac Star;!
(21 Tlacoplîsaaia,.tlac ananifestation of fhlacioly Trinify at Our Lor3s'
bapfasnai ; i(.a Boualanaîjll)a, fthc manaifestafiona ofdivino powver in flic bouse
lbeihi) o! Cana. St. -Sereone deulares ftac Epipiaiy is vencrabe, flot
becatase of Charists hirtlita litaanei fils for in fiais lac ivas liddcaae),
but hecause IUc was openly declitred f0 Lc flae Soia of Gcd. St. Clary.
sostoin says . lNot flac day o! lias birfla ù flac duy of Ilis resi appear-
suce, bit flac day of lis liapllsni, and flac anîifestation of thac
Tiarce 1>rsons o!fla the lly Traaaify.'

Not uaîtal flac aidlo of flac fourf l ccaîfury wvss flac Nafivity sprated
front flac Epaplany by flac Latin Cliurcia, and a day set aparf for jas
cclelratioî, tlhc tN'.o réasfs liean cailcdl rcspectivcly Pria i aad Secaaîdaa
Naivifas. '.l'lie error of flac Maxiclîcs, wlho dcnied thait Charist vîras
boni in th flalesia, vcry probably indueecd greater imîportance f0 bo
given f0 His iNs't.ivify, aaad] led fa ifs being, inade a dfistinct festival.

Ia rEfcrcncc t fhe flaay, Cliaacîaf ofAle\.taudria anentins flae, opinilon
of souie whlo plraced l hariithl of Christ oaa flac 2Otla April, aaîd cf oflacr.
whlo assi.-aîcd toif flic 2tnL1 o! May- Sf. Epiplaanius and Cassiaa
dtate flic geuicral belle!f0 lic tuar, if avas oaa flac Cila of Jaîîuary.
Calcuiating flac birta cf Christ frein flic Crucifixion, wvhicla \vas sup
pcscd te laave talei place oa flic Ofla cf April, a book cnfiflcd « "De
Pasclia Coanpaafaats," pullslacd ciflier ia lfaly or Africa in 248, gives
flac 29tfl of Mardi as flic 'late of flac Nativity. But t lis date was nof
ia aecordaaacc %vafa flac popaîlar bolle! digat Christ saaffYed on ftac 25t1a
cf MNarcla-it belief se dIceply rootcd ia Gaul fluaf 'v fil if recorded
tiaat as late as tlae faftla aaad sixti cenaturies tlae Passion avas coin.
nenciateil on flac 2Rflî of Marci, afla te surrectioan on flae 27f1a,
quife irrcspecfave cf flac unovable solcaîinities cf Good-Friday and Eastcr
Day. Tlae acccpted tradiioa was ftanut in flae sprng equainox flic avorld
avas crcafed ; oa flac saine day inankind avas redeemed hy flac atiu cf
Christ; aaad fhuat flic Annnîciafion and Incarnation of felac teraal
Word t eck place on flac saine day f Mardi 25); wlaence nine mnatls
avould bring us to tiae 25t f cf]ecembcr, flac day cf Ris bis.

St. Augustinie amantaions as ant uaîdoubted historie filet thaï; Charist
avas bonai oaa flic 25llfl cf Decoanber. 'flac faref proof o! flac observance
of flac fest cf flac Naitivity vii that day is !oîaaad in a Rloman calendar
drawa up in flac ycaar 886, an waac is asl : vise /.tl .Jais ; (Deeeînir
25) iuîdtsi Christi in )Jr/alCCi Jraeie. If was durng flac pontificato cf
Pope Jaliais 1. (887-852* flat fla ppearaace cf Christ li flac ilosia
(liatillis ira ciel-le) wvas separatud front flae -laplîsuy," and aîapcitated for
scleuii coiiii,--aaueratiuaa oit flac 25f1a of Deecaaaben. WVe learn front
Sf. Aaîabroso digit lais sistor Miarcelliia maie laer profession inla ome

oat flic day cf Oaîr Lord's Naîtivîty, in p)rfecaîeu ef Pope Liberinis, whoa
preaelaed oaa thet, occaîsioan oit fLacu iiastery eftfice daay. liis must ]iave

falioaa place iii 8t1 or 85.1, as Liheritus leit Reoine ii fli latter yeur.
Titea obdcrvsaace of Christmaaas as a distinict festival %vais lio' flitre-

dtacel itoe li Bsf ataîfil a later perîod. ',t. Jeroaae and inauy writers
of lais chuae speaii of flac Nativify aaud Epplaay bcîaug lccpf oua cifer-
ent daya lin flic Westernî Clitircla. Addressing theu coaasecrauafd virgiras
i flic cloister ait Bothlaema co 25tli o! Decomber, St. Jeroame bida

flacan rcaaaeaaîber it ait t iais dlay Our Lor-d wvas borai. Peolpto lie,
lac ssys, asserf tlaat Il He uvas boni oia theu Oth cf Jlanuîany ; anid flacy
asic, wvlo slaoîld kaaow betfer tlaia thiose uvlio lave on tlac very spot
Nvliere lc wvas lienai? But lot us lacld fast flac tradition Nve bave te-
ceivecd freint cuir forefatitirs, wlailc we coaadeîan îlot tlacar opinionx ; for
flac fcacîiaag of flue Apostles is aaewlacrc botter knowna u f ina our
city o! .eoie, whlere tlaoy avare receîved wvhca dnîveai onf o! Judos."

sf ]3asil, preacaiag lin Cappadecia, aboaut flac year 872, antîions
tlae Nativity anîd Baptistu cf Our Lord as beiaag botla kept on the ofla
of Jaaîaary ; wlailc jais brotlacr, St. Gregory o! Nyssa, preachaaag an flic
saine plaîceo i St. Stcplaeaa's Day, 880, aays - Yesterday wve celc-
brated tlae binfli o! in *lio wais maade sinx fer ais." fleaice we xasy
couclude fla. duriaag the iaiterv4l fla chanige aiready ade an flac ce-
ciesiastical calenailr la flac West liad spread to flic East. Tiae preciso
finie o! ifs inatroduaefiona can aaot ho dcfcrxaiaicd, as if n'as nef siiali-
taaîecus flarouaiacout flic claurelies c! fice Orient. St. Clirysostoan, un a
Chrnistmnas serin delivered uit Aaîfiocla iii 886, say8 fliat t en ycars liad lr
aîot yet pssed silice laid laarers liad coi-ne to flac truce kaowledg,,e o! the
day of Clarist's birtla, wlaiclu field becai kepf ori flac Epiplaany unfil tic
Latin Clitirela gave flacan buffer iformatfion. At flac ticie wlhen lie
spolie flac Carisfanas festival avas netf kepf cifhier ira Jertasalcan c-
Ale\auidnia. lia flac laffer iactropolas if waas auîfroduced only lin

4By soane if is cojeccurcd fdaaat Charisftmas ias faxcd ot flac 25tli o!
Deceanlier for tlac puarpeso o! aîffordiign a Christian substitut e for the
Stitur>aîiec, or !c'asts o! rejoiiig, celcbrafed by flac pagails ait tlie wiaî-
fer solstice. Affer flac shiorfest day ftac suait was supposcd toe tnter
aîponaî s uw sud vicforious couarse, aîd flae succeediiag days wero kept
in haoiicr o! sol norus, niatalis invicti. St. Gregory Naaziaaazoa's exioer-
tations te lus people on flac Natavity scean dircfly iaîfended te wvarn

tigllea agaiaîsf falliag anfo flic saine abuses as flthe aflaca. De bids
lais liearer2 licwarc lest, wvlilst observing flic joyoaas festival, tlacy
slaould ladaîlga il, flac luxury and înfeaiipcraaîcc ahich iaaac tlaa, pagan
leasfs. Coiafcrifiy wvith fiai huabifs aiad customls cf fhlicatiieu worlil
arouîîd Miecns, froun whlicli t hei Cauristian profession oblagcd Miaens te
lic uvlaolly sepaurafe, vas a daanger to whlaih couverts uvere coiufinually
exposed. ite fast o! flac kaleauds of January oliservicd la flic Latin
Clittrcla iras perlaaps infended luic Icss as a means o! l'cferriaug Clanis--
flans frcrs faikiig part inth finnuîalerics andl excesses wlaacli usbcred
li flic New Ycar tlaa as a preparafical for flac Epiplaany. Se loang as
flac Epipliany coaîfiaaued to lic considoeru a greater festival thau
Clàristiixuf, flua fast o! Advent wlaiclî preceded if iras kept fron flac
l7ha tif Decauber tintila G th of Jaiiuary ; aund wlaen Christmas wvas
first fixeu for celebrofion oaa flac 25f1a o! Decenaber, flac iaitflafl wore
darce e ot to fast oaa fIat da y.

rior a coiisiderable flanc aft.sr flac Christmnas festival was uaîiversally
kepf, tic Epiplaay aras sf111 laeld, befli in flac East aad flic West, te
bo tlîz iore imaportanît festival o! flac tire. Tic aincicnk Romian Or~do
speaks o! if as îiadeniably -meater. Gerbent, îvniting la thec fhirfeenfli
century, la a German Mass. book cauls if der obiie Tag-lie luiglier or -
greiter day. Buît as flanc ivont oi, fuiti flrst maaifestatioa, the b-rfl.
day o! flic Word macle Fitsli, gained -round, aund tcok prcedencc cvrn
flic second anuifestation, thIe proclamationi cf flic Saviour's bîrfh te
flue Gentilq world. Morcover, ris flac years passedl on, flac Bapfism cf
Christ ccased, by soane tiaccunitable change, te tas regaraed as flic
principal xnysfery coanauîieanorafcd oaa flac Ofl o! January, and gave
place te flac Adorationî o! flic Mugi, wrlacce tiie day vas callerl tlac
Fcast cf flac hhîrce Kig.Thais ailerafion was seemiaagly a vcry
graduai one ; aat urîfil flue beginaaing o!flace rnit ccnfîary did tlac
Epipany receive fiais latter signifacafian.

Theral 18 li0 dcaîbt thaf froan flac (lie fliaf if was consfitufedl a dis-
tinct fcsfival, flic 1ýativity of flic Saivieur vis cclcbratcd by fthe Claurela
iif pecauliar solenuunify andi devofion. In ancicraf times flac principàl

festivals wove precedcd by vigils, wviicli Mie faiithfal kept in flac chu-rcl,
passing fle ic glaf aux fastiaag and prayear. Thais customi ras aifterwvard
abolisheul for Charraiias in geaieral, on accounit cf flic abuses te îrhili
ut gave rise, aand restrictedt thela rc]igious orders. Ifavas, howaver,
rcfaiacd for Christmas, flic people being invited to assemble lu fLic
alaurciea f0 assist ait the Divin., Office and hear fthe Midaiglit Mass.
Tie German naine for Chrnistmas, WVdhracht, lias roecrence toi fhis
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