The Volunteer Review
AND MILITARY AND NAVAL GAZETTE.

Forees of fhe Dominion of € amada

- = e s o~ - e - — —

9, Houowal Devoled to the Jateeests of the Filitary und Ladal

VOL. VL

OTTAW S,

(CANADA,) MONDAY, MAY 20,

1872, No. 2L

REPORT OI' THE ADJUTANT.GENERA L.

(Cunlinued from Luge 231.)

As with tho brigade at Goderich the most
glaring and serious defect in the equipment
of the infuntry was the want of o suitable
description of boot for marching. Tho ma-
Jority of tho men wearing high heeled, nar-
row soled poots, someswhat similar to those
used by tho citizens of tho Uniled States,
and which are quite unsuitable for marching
in; many of the men too appeared in wlnte
summer bools, such asare used by women.
In this respect the infantry corps were la
mentably deficient.

Tho appearance of tho wholo division,
however, when assembled on parade under
arms was creditable, most of tho corps drill-
e fairly, among which I may mention, in
particular, the * Queen’s Own," under com-
mand of Lieut.-Col. Gilmor.

The Division parades wero witnessed by
numerous Spectators, and the field days by
several professional officer= belouging to the
regalar army of the neighboring republic,
who expressed their surpriso and approba.
tion at tho general appearance, and degree
of efficiency attained by this portion of the
“ Active Militin.”? As you iere enabled
personally to visit the Niagara Camp, an op-
portunity was presented to you under favor-
able circumstances of seeing the corps there
assembled, and it affords mo pleasuro to
stato that the remarks you thought proper
to make, and the thanks you then, on be-
half of the Government and the country,
conveyed to the officers and men present,
appeared 1o have an excellent ellect, and
seemed fully apprecinted.

1 have to conveymy best thanks to Licut.-
Colonel Macpherson now employed in the
Financial Branch of the department, Licut.
Colonel Bruncl, late of the {0th * Royals,”
and Major ' Ross of tho Ottawa Brigade of
Gacrison Artillery for the services these ofit
cers rendered me in connection with my in.
spection of this camp; Major Algier, the
district paymaster was also present during
the whole time the camp was in operation
and attended most carefully to the discharge
of his important duties,

Licut.-Colonel Dario roports that outof
the 14 battalions in the district, the average
niuster of ninte was fifty men per company.
Tho 33th Battalion Jmustered strongest in
tho district, wwanting ounly five men to com
pleto to its full establishment, but there are
0 less thau sixty eight officors and 1,333
men wanting to camplele corps in this dis
trict to the proper strength,

The mojority of the officors commanding
corps in Military District No. 2, appear to
consider iljnecessary and desirablo to fill up
the ranks of corps by means of the Ballot.

=

With reference to this important wmatter, I
would beg to recall to your memory that the
first uccasion on which the nccessity for ap
plying the Ballot system was brought pro-
mmently aud oflicially to your notice, oceut-
red at the Niagara Camp, ut the levee hell
on the J16th June, 1871, whicl: was attended
by nearly the whele of the oflicers of tho
militiyn camp, and many other gentlemen.
On that occaston several of the commanding
ofticers of corps inen of local experienco and
influcuce, stated that, mn their opinion, the
tuno had arnmved, when for strength, and
socially to cqualize the pressure of militar)
service on thoe community at large, it was
necessary and desirable to apply the Ballot,
as provided for by law: subsequently, on
tho oceagion of tho levee held at the La
prairie Camp, which wasalso attended by a
great number of oflicers, similar representa-
tions as to tho propricty of applying the
ballot were made to you by Lieut.-Colonel
Lord Aylmer, commanding the 53~ Batta-
lion, speaking on behalf of the whewe body
of the officers and men of the Activo Militia
in that district.

iicut.-Colonel Durie considers that a reli
ance oh tno system of voluntary enlistment
alone, will Tl to maintsin existing Corps
of Active Militia continuously at their proper
strongth.

Tho camp at Niagara for sixteen days

continuous drill, with tho system ot target
practice introduced, and prizes awarded,
proved of much benefit to the force in this
District and gave much satisfuction ; Lieut.-
Colonel Durie recomumernds that thoe wholoof
the Active Militia in his district bo assem
bled next June at Niagara in camp fora
similar period of dnll; he suggests theamal.
gamation of the different Cavalry troops
into a district regiment, and the addition of
two or four compitnies in the County of
Wentworth, so that every county in tho dis-
trict would then have its own battalion.
. The annual inspection returns of all corps
in this district will bo found n tho Appen-
dix; Asalready stated, *the 20th, 31st and
35th battalions wero not present at the Nia-
gara Camp, and I regretted much their ab
sence. Tha “Toranto Garrison Battery at
Toronto, and the St. Catharines and Col
lingwood Battenies embarked for eight
days” gun Qiill on board the gunboat ** Prico
Alfred.”

‘Tho 3ist Batlalion (County Grey), made
the highest averago shooting figure of merit
in the district at the annual drill, scoring
16-78 pomts, No. 6 company, 31st Batta-
lion was tho best shooting company in the
district, figuro of merit 23 81 points, and pri-
vato John Parks, No. 6 Company 3ist Batta-
lion, the best shotin the district.

Private John Parks was also reported tho

best shiot in the Active Militia of the Domin-
ion for the year 1871 72 scoring at tho 6U0
yards rongoe 18 points, ul the 400 ymds
ringe 18 points, and at 200 yards range 13
points, total 51 points out of a possible
figure of 60 ; thus winning in addition to the
company prizo of $5, with badge, the batta
lion prize of $10, with badge, and the dis-
trict prizo of $15, tho Adjutant-General's
prizo of £30, with a silver medal,

The great majority of the men who per-
formed tho annual drill in Military District
No. 2, were bond fide enrolled men ; it is dufti-
cult to obtain any relinble information as to
the numbers of men likely to clum their
dischargo prior to the noxt annual drill,
but as a rule, all battalions lose numbers,
about one fourth or fifth may be taken asan
average.

With a view to increasing the cfliciency of
the forco in this district, 1 beg torecommend
that the Queenstown and Barrie Mounted
Corps bo changed to Cavalry, that another
troop of Cavalry be raised in the County of
Welland, and that all the cavalry troops, be
then formed into a distiict regiment, to be
numbered * 2nd Regiment of Cavalry.” (the
Governor General's Body Guard Troop. how-
over, which does not wish 10 join adistrict
corps, but desires to retain its distinclive
appuollation, to be excepted); that three
companics of eugineers be formed, one n
each of the brigade divisions ; also to point
out that if it be fouund impossible to filland
maintain the ranks of exsiting corps in tlus
district at their proper streugth Ly volua-
tary enrolment alone, the number of men
required to complete them can Lo obtained
by means of the Ballot as provided for n
the law,

MirsTary Distrior No. 3.

The autborized strength of tho Active
Militia in this district is 4,326 (oflicers and
men.)—3.849 (officers and men,) were ac-
tually present at the muster and performed
the Annual Drill for 1871 T2~leaving o defi-
ciency of 477 (officers and men) waunting to
complete corps to their proper strength.
The Forco in tho District consists of two
Squadrons and one troop of Cavalry, Field
Artillery one Battery. Garrison Artillery four
Batteries, Infantry ten Battalions,) formung
the lollowing corps ;—

Two Camps of exercise were formed in
this districtunder tho command of the late
Licut.-Col. Alex. Patterson (who, in the ub-
sonco of Licut,-Col.-Jarvis, was in command,
of the Militia in this District) at which fhe
whole of the Cavalry, Ficld Artillery and
Infantry corps assembled, for the perform
ance of the Annual Drill.  Four Bateriesof
Garrison Artillery, being brought to Kings.
ton for Gun Drill, under the Inspector of



