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COMPANIONSHIPS.

O Grand Lama can so seclude himself as to

be independent of the sympathy and help

of his kind ; and no ragged beggar is so utterly
an ountcast at not to attract to himself some com-
panion in wretchedness. Companionship is one
of man’s primary wants. The magnificent Eljah
suffers utter collapse when he thinks himself
forsaken and alone , and even Jesus plaintively
reproaches his unsympathetic disciples -in the

-garden with a—* What, could ye not watch with

me onc hour?’ The-uncompanionable--man
stamps himself as odd and eccentric. It is true
that great men, like lofty mountain peaks, are,
in a sense, necessatily solitary ; but they are
generally found to be at bottom men of wide
and deep sympathy with_their kind. The high
mountain roots itself in the foot-hills at its base,
A man never attains ois best when isolated. It
is from the heart of the forest, not from the open
plains, that mast timber comes. The cup of
happiness needs to'be shared to reach jts sweet-
est. It is significant that solitariness is foreign
to the heavenly state,-where humamty blooms
in perfection of strength and bliss,

It may be a merc fancy -that husband and
wife come to resemble each other in features
as they tread the pathway of life together ; but
they certainly do assimilate- as to character.
JIntimate companwonship is amongst-the most
powerful of formatwe influences ; and so it is
true, not only that a man 1s known by the com-
pany that he keeps, but that a man becomes
like s constant associates. The ancient proverb
has the freshness of an axiomatic truth, * He
that walketh wath wise men shall be-wise” ,—
fragrance adheres to one who moves amidst
fragrant objects, while the converse-is equally
apparent,—* but the companion of fools shall
smart for 1" ;—even iton will warp and melt
through long contact with fire.

‘I'he formative wnfluence of compamenship 1s,
of course, more conspicuous 1n the case of the
young. It 1s young wood that grafis best. Con-
tagion 15 most to be dreaded in the case of those
of tender years, ‘The man is very -likely-to be
ptetty much what he has allowed thecompanions
of his youth to make tam, There are exceptions
to every rule, but the solid and prosperous men
of any community are gencrally those who have
avoided the ensnarements of foolish and ungodly
companions in catlier years. It is only now and
then that a companion of * fools” succceds 10
making anything but a * fool” of himself, and
then only by abandonment of former associates.

Young people would do well to take the
advicc of the more eaperienced in $0 1importtant
a matter as the chowce of companions, A few
simple rules may be helpful to thowe who are
anxtous to act wisely. It is a safe thing to look
upwatd, rather than downward, m secking a
fricnd.  Let the companions chosen be ladders
towards sell-improvement, not weights dragging
down to lowgr levels, Regard should be had,
also, 1o what will last, in preference to what
makes most show., The handsome face, the
peachy cheek, the ghtter and unsel of sutface
accomplishinents,— these are as temporary 43
they are fascinating. The steady head, the
sound heart, the modest graces of true worth,
ate rarer, and often very hard to find ; but when
found, they arc of endunng satisfaction  Let
companionship be for worthy ends, not solely
-for reczeation, and certainly not for dissipation,
but for mutual improvement, and for the accom:
plishment of some noble purpose.

1t is quite natura! that companions should be
sought of one’s nwn age, but the young lose
more than they are now aware of when they
turn their backs altogether on older persons,
especially on their parents.  Perhaps it is more
the fault of the older than the {ounger people
that this nusfortune happens.  Parents are apt
ta become absorbed in working for their chil
dren They forget that these need companion,
thip, as well as food and clothing and shelter,
and that they will seck i abroad, ¥ it is not to
be found at home, It pays to gwe time and
thongh: 1= making companions of the little folk
It isa veritable speciiic for the dull weariness of
the daily burden of wotk and care; and it has
the fusther reward of the retaining of the cone
fidence and love of the young, Happy are the
parents and children who are companions, as
well ag relatives

It ought not to he counted toa solemn a
thought that companionships arc for eternity.
The present life fixes the future condition, No
deep guif lies between this world and the world
beyond the grave. The rightcous continue
righteotts, and find their detight in the society of
the righteous ; the unrighteous temain untight-
cous, and love still to be with the unholy.
Death strips a man of his body of clay, and of
hic carthly possessions; the man himself is
untouched, and his selection of companionships
in the other world will be in the precise line of
his previous choice on ¢arth,

ROMANISM IN QUEBEQ.

1.1, who were privileged to hear the lecture of
Principal McVicar in College Strect church,
on the subject, “What Great Men Know But
Darc Not Speak Of,” will not belikely soon to for-
get the deep imRrr:ssmn made upon them. We
catnestly hope the Rev. Principal may be asked to
repeat it in some more central locality, for we
doubt not the Pavilion could be filled with the
people who are interested 1n the great question
he handles with marked ability,.  Dr. McViear's
indictment of the Romish hieratchy in Quebec
was presented with judicial calmness, every
charge being abundantly proved by facts and
figures drawn from their own archives, or-from
the personal experience of the public of that
Province. There were no bitter words against
our French Capadian fellow citizens, and no
such remedies suggested as are popular with
disappointed politicians at the present time, but
a solemn arraignment of the false Church as the
source of all the troubles that afllict the people of
Quebee, backed by evidence so convincing that
‘we venture to believe not one of the Principal’s
hearers went away ummpressed with the gravity
of the subject’'or unmoved with a’desire 1o de-
liver our fellow-ciizens from their ternble thrale
dom. The Principals statement-that-our so-
called great men arc conversant with the facts
4e brought before us, will- be readily agreed to,
and that not onc of them dare speak out re-
specting the facts goes without saying, Qur polt.
ticians are bound hand and foot by the Church
of Rome, and vie with cach-other in caressing
the hand that binds them. No one wishesthem
to show an intolerant ot bigoted - hatred to that
‘Church, but we do wish-them to -be free men,
whotn the Romish hierarchy will find it. impos-
sible to cajole or intimdate.  The Catholic vote
will cease to be of importance the very moment
our politicians declare themselves, cither in
power-ot out of power, independent -of it and
determined not to court it.  Dr. McVicar ques-
tions if we have any fireat men among our poli-
ticians ; in our ofinion there is really no ques-
tion about the matter. \Whenever it pleases God
to give us a great man he will show his greatness
by grappling with this question of the influence
of the Church of Rome on the politics of the
country, and will not rest until the whole Do-
minion is sct feec- from- her tyranny,  But the
learned Principal might have gone further in his
scarch for great men, for they are as difficult to
discover outside as -within the walls_of Parlia-
ment, The idea of those who think themselves
great 1s that this is a subject of little moment,
and not worthy of their consideration, and they
are therefore content-to be ignorant bath of the
past history and present condition of the Church
of_Rome. We are sorry to say that some of
these supposed great men are-to-be found in
Protestant pulpits, -and that on- this account
many of out people ate illinformed and ready
to become an easy prey to the tlandishments of
Archbishop Lynch. It_is -certainly -pitiable to
think that we have among us Protestant minis-
ters who coquet with dignitaries of the Church
of Rome, and who are openly or secretly hostile
to the work of French Evangelization Lecause
it endangers the enfenfe cordiale between them
and their Roman Catholic friends, Wehaveno
wish to arouse a spirit of bigotry, nor to prevent
a broad and liberal view being taken-of -this
question, but we do demand of Protestant min-
isters and people as true a loyalty to their
Church, and as bold a contending for the faith,
as 1s exhibited by Roman Catholics.  When this
is sccured the troubles that now distract the
country will quickly disappear.

The Pnncipal concluded his lecture by asking
whatarethe prospectsof Quebecinthefuture. He
declared himself tobe veryhopeful thatbetterdays
are coming. Weagree withthisopinion,and trust
that many of our readers may live to sce the day
when the sway of Rome-over Quebec will have
passed aw.y, and thetwo Provinces, Ontanio and
Qucbec, united by the bonds of acommon faith
and—what will be sure 1o follow —a common lan-
guage and cqual laws, willgo forward together,
leading,as they ought to do, the other Provinces
into the brighter and happier future that awaits

the great Dominion.

Tue questlon raised by “Phile” in us
« Notes,” and also by a correspondent Jast week
with regard to permanent members of the Gen.
eral Assembly, is of great importance, and we
trust presbyteries m choosing thelr representa-
tives this year will give it scrious comsideration,
Fortunately, the evils complained of has not
assumed with us such large proportions as in
some other Presbyterian churches, but it s
certain to grow with our growth unless vigorous
steps be taken to check it b presbvteries exer-
cising their powers impattially, and such as have
hitherto been permancent memnbets refusing any
longer to retain a superiority aver their brcthren
which is thoroughly opposed to the principle of
Presbyterian parity. “There are, perhaps, only
some ten or twelve men who deserve to be
ranked as permanent members, and we have no
doubit these have become such simply becayse
of their activity in church work and the high
esteera In which they are held by their brethren.
The advantages to be gaaed by the adoption
of a system preventing the existence of permas
nent members are such as must outweigh any
sccm:;:;: benefits derived from our present
method,  If we bave no permanent members
we will have no ecclesiastics aspiring to be
leaders, and so the time and temper of the Gene-
ral Assembly will be saved.  We will be less
troubled with a party spirit, for permanent mem.
bérs are apt to allow partzanship full sway if it
is in the interest of their leadershipto do so. e
will have fewer speeches and less legislation and
consctﬁ\;cmly will have the real work of the
Assembly propedy atténded to.  The rank and
file of our ministry will have a fair opportunity
for taking part in the work of the Assembly, and
attempts on their part to help the counals of
the church will not be frowncd down as they
often have been in the past.  Ths mere eccles-
iastie, as has often been remarked, is a very
dangerous character, and there are none in such
need of being preserved from becoming cccles-
1asttes of this unsatisfactory kind as those who
are permanent members of asscmblics and com-
mittees. 'The remedy for this trouble hiesn the
hands of the presbyteries.  Letthem sendalitheir
ministers by rotation, then all will be on alevel as
to opportunity for serving the Church, and thete
will be no more said about permanent members,

Tur French priests have reccived a stern
reminder from the Government that ceclestas.
tical intervention in political contests will no
longer be tolerated.  In the ministerial declara-
ton read in the French Senate a short time ago
there is the following pregnant sentence :
“ Everybody understands that such a state of
things {as clerical interference 1in political affairs]
cannot Jast for ever, and that the grave problem
of Church and State will soon be forced irresis-
tibly upon us.” To this statement a number of
startled cardinals and archbishops have replied
that the clergy are conscious of the gravity of
the situation : they will bear anything not incon-
sistent with conscience and honour, and they
will ever be guarded by the Pope’s recent
reminder that  the Church condemns no form of
government.” “In the light of experience the
authorities, we venture to think, will be very
careful of accepting promises-that-imply. more
stealth and not less activity. But-French pol-
ticians, nowthoroughlyaroused as to the blighting
influence of Roman Catholicism on civil affairs,
are not likely to abate their vigilance and vigour.

Tur report of the commissioners appointed
to investigate the charges of cruclty and
partiality against Mr. Massie, warden of the
Central Prison, Toronto, has been issued and
it will surprise no one who followed the progress
of the investigation as reported=-in-the daily
press to learn that the charges made against him
afe without foundation, and are- evidently the
cutcome of mahce and bigotry, Mr, Massie has
come out of the trial unscathed. The result
of this enquuy should-be a stera rebuketo
plotting bigots against the folly and wickedness
of seehing to undermine disciphneand introduce
sectarian teaching into our penal establishments
by removing faithful and competent watchmen.
Persons, whether in short coats or long coats,
who seck to twin fmthful pubhie servants, should
themschves get a taste of the Central Prison.

Rev. Josern Cook in a recent Boston Mon-
day lecture urged the following arguments
against Sunday newspapers* 1. They lead on
other violators of Sunday laws. 2. Theyrequire
Sunday work. 3. They propagate low tastes
and often loose opinions. 4. They secularize
Sunday, the right use of which for rest and
worship is essential to the sanity of civilization.
. They obstruct the moral and religious educa-
tion of the people.  He proposed the following
remedics for the ewil: 1. Do not adveriise in
them. 2. Let printers strike against Sunday
labour. 3. Let the worth of Sunday be taught
from the pulpit and platform. 4. Let Sunday
Associations and Law and Order Leagues and
civil magistrates do their whole duty and exccute
the laws now on the statute books. 5. Let good
men found respectable journals without Sunday
editions. And he might have added: 6. Let
good men support the religious press.

'I'itg very interesting letter in another column
from the wellknown Jewish missionary at
Rome, Rev, A. Ben Oliel, is gratifying to us as,
not only affording another evidence of the ever-
widening circulation and influence of the
Review, but 2s supplying also what must be
regarded as cogent reasons for the further
development amongst us of interest in the
British Society for the Propagatien of the
Gospel among the Jews, We shall take an carly
opportunity to lay before our readers the matter
in connection with this work kindly placed-at

our disposal.

A FORGOTTEN OUESTION AND ANSWER.
BY K&V, FOMN LRAY, D0, ORILLIA, ONT,

A ¥Fw weeks ago my minister stated fn substancs in
bis seronen, that poch was said In the present day abovt
the slns of the pualplt, but thaty for his part, he believed
that & very respeetable volume coutd Le written about the
sins of the pew,

Theso remsarks suggested & certain train of thought. A
question fresquently diszussed In this age kas ealled fonh
& vaut varkety of sanswers s Tnthe pulpit Josdng s power,
and sinking into pitiable weaknesa 2

My readiog and experience constrala me to give to this
pertinent quety an emphatic negative.  Never was there
a time In the history of the Church when the gospel was
mote purely and faithfully preached 3 when so many able
andd garnest preachers of the Word were to be found in
every patt of the world, or when the arca of sound evan
gelieal preachlog was so extensive.  Though thu Is not
the age of preat and eloquent expoundens of the truih,
thete 5 an unwonledly large multitude of fale aversge
preachers, from whose pulplt itsues no uncertafn sound

\Yhen, then, the pulpitin Ttscl! fs stronger and purer
than [t ever was [n any former age, how does it happen
that the blessing 1o souls does not correspond with the
{n¢reascd power of preaching?

The answer o this is, that there fs a marked weakness
and degeneracy in the pew,

There Is not the same earnest attention In hearing, or
the same loving reception of the Word that used to prevail
in former times,

At heratd of the gospel for many years, and, through
enforeed sllence, a heater for some time, T have
cone to the settled conviction that the pew I3 rapidly
degenerating as to Its duty and responsitality iz hearing
the truth,  There are few such patient and uocile hearers
as formerly used to be 50 numerons in every eongregiton,

One cause of this fs that the lastruction on this subject
drawn from the holy oracles, and found in Questions 89
and 90 of the Shorter Catechism, is now rarely enforced
and impressed upon the young, Adnurable as the {ogical
order of the catechism fs, yet It is doubtful if that order
is the best in teaching it to the young,

It seems to me that, after commlitting to memory the
fisst three questions, the ¢hild should pass on, ke the
theology of Dr. Chalmers, to the 82nd question ' s
any man able perfectly to heep the commandmeats of
Godp"

In this way the youthful mind fs brought, at its mosn
suwreptible age, into the closest contact with the marrow
of the gospel, and soon finds itself face to face with tke
duty and privilege of gospel bearing, as taught in the
goth question,

This question, with its apprupriate answer, i$ now given
in fullwswould that it were engraven with a pen of wron,
and with the point of a diamond, on the heatt of every
worshipper—*' How 1 the Word ta be read and heard,
that it may become effectual to salvation ?

“ That the Word may become eflectusl ta salvation, we
must attend thereunte with diligenée, preparation and
prayet, recewve it with futh and love, lay it up in our
heasts, and practiss it in our lives.”

Have you ever, my zeaders, observed the adminable
arrangeroent of this answer, and how picely the pasts of
it it into each other?

It begins with the antecedent duty of

(1) ATTENTIVE TREFARATION,

In thos¢ days when, in Canads, the ** Word of the
Lotd was precious (or, rate), and there was no open {or,
rather, frequent)-vision,” our mussioniries enjoyed the
ptivilege of preaching to a class of hearers who are now
not often met with, They were usually calm, quiet peo-
ple, but, dunng pubhe worship you would see them, with
bright eye and luminous face, stretching out the neck,
turniog the whole body towards the speaker, and, in the
outward attitade of earnest attention, drinking in so fully
and keenly the truths spoken from the pulpi, that they
proved a teal help and stimulus to the preacher, as wellas
a visible rebuke and spur to the careless. Thete were men
that toved the truth for ity own sake, prepated earefully
for the worship of the sanctuary, and wete carned to the
houseof God in a chariot of prayer. With the resurrec-
tion of such worstuppers in the present day, the pew
would regain sts former power, and becorae, more than
ever, & help, instead of a hindrance, to the declarations of
the pulpit,

The Question next considers our

(2) ATTITUDR OF MIND LN THE SANCTUARY.

‘Beside every worshipper ovght to stand two heavenly
graces, faith and love. * Bold belief iy always better
than cold doubt,””  In the houte of God the chiel powet
that ought to rule the mind aod keep it In lively exercise
1t the seceptive faculty. [Itisasiutle children, simply
absorbing the truth, and not a8 critics and judges that we
are to-feed tpon the Word, It has been said that, 1o
every congregation, thete is always present one perfect
worshippes, along with 2 crowd of imperfect hearers.

Let us worship undes the feeling that the eye of that
Unseen Worshipper is ganngall the time into ourinmost
souls, and reading at a glance our thooghts and feelings.
Let love 10 an invinble lving Saviour so fill our hearts
that we shall rejoice **with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.””

3. A subsequent duty, as we retize frotn God's house,
itto

LAY IT UP IN OUK HEARTS,

One of the most interesting sights, a few years ago,
was to mitness, on some fine summer day, the dispersion
of a rural congregation, and to watch the several groups
wending theic way homewards, By diawang near to on2
of these Litile bands you would find that they were talk-
ing about the sermon, and with the help of some one of
their number, possessed of an edcomnmon memory,lreasur-
ing up the traths which they had heard

In the town of Uiggar lived for many years a Dr.
Smith, as ministerof 2 Yarge U P Cherch there, 12
was known as a deep preacher, and, therefore, rather
difhcult 10 understand,  Bat, in one of the principal come
panies, Lhat each Lotd's Day issued frou his church, was
3 leading elder, the father of D1, John Thotbarn, of
Ottawa. Dossessed of an excellent_memory and-a very
intelligent ming, ke delighted to gathet the yovog atound
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