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to that of liberty. With the most thorough freedom of the individual
church, or pastor, we may here secure very cordial association. We keep up
mutual acquaintance with old friénds sundered perhaps by several hundred
miles ; and we have annually thie opportunity of introducing new-comers to
the whiole houscliold, so far ab represented by the assembly. Nor is this
personal re-union the only nieans of mutual scquaintance furnished at these
theetings : our Statistical, Missionary, and College Reports, giving prominence
to ull matters of special interest throughout the body, enable each member to
enter into sympathy with the characteristic experiences of the brotherhood,
thereby producing an intelligent and fruitful communion in heart and under-
standing, which greatly promotes our compactness and efficiency. There is
need of special effort to cultivate idtimacy ahd hearty brotherly fellowship,
1ibw that our meetings are so large, and new materials are every year becom-
ing incorporated. This is a matter for which every brother present has
somewhat of responsibility. Let every opportunity be improved for the cor-
dial recognition of brethren. Business must be dispatched ; but there are
intervals and opportuuities enough, if rightly improved, for each member to
exchange a few words with every stranger. As fo~ old friends, it is needless
to call for an effort to keep up acquaintance with them, for such is the force
of sympathy and association, that the only effort requisite is against allowing
old friends to monopolize our spare mioments. The devotional seasons, which
of late yeard have been invested with increasing interest, should be charac-
terised by a8 much of freedom and spontaneity as is compatible with order.
Let us make much of the morning hour of prayer. Committees should not
abseut themselves from these hallowed seasons. Above all, let us strive to
resist the tendency at snch gatherings to neglect secret prayer.  All religious
emotions kindled by public services, in a Heart that has restrained secret
prayer, will soon be extinguished.

Besides the home bonds that our ¢ Union” cherishes, it affords a delight-
ful mediuth of occasional communication with other circles of churches of the
same faith and order in other lands. Every year we welcome with much
pleasure thie Delegates from Congregational Associations in the neighbouring
Republic. We have reason to suppose that our Américan brethten will be
fairly represerited this year. But the report of our delegaies to the ¢ Con-
gregational Union of England and Walés,” will impdit peculiar interest to
our méeting. Biitish Missionaries have repeatedly vidited their brethren
across the sea, arid_ borne our salutatiéns witls them. But this is the first
truly Canadian delegation thiat has visited Britain. Our brethren, Rev.
Messrs, Clarke and Marling, will have new impressions of the English broth-
crhood to commitnicate. Thesé must bé drawn forth, without restriction of
tiiwe; fof nothing will be more réfreshing atid intevesting, They will find
their brethren here i & receptive mood. We hope also to have a leiter from
Dr. Wilkes, reporting his interview with thé ¢ Congregational Union of Eng-
land and Wales,” meeting in London dutiog the present week. These
brethren’ will have an inspiriting account to give of the' Bi-centenary Com-
memoration of the Non'conformistsof 1662, upon which the British Churches
ate being'greatly arotised. Itisintended that carefullyprepared papers, upon
this interesting subjets, shall’ be presented to the Canadian Union. On this
thenie we cinnot heve dwell. The best preparation for entering into this



